THE CRITIC.

- The Wellave of the Veople is the Bighest Taw.

L r——oasr=r - g = = e A i o - - -- e Y
SAOLE COPY 3 OFs. } HALIFAX, N. 8., OCTOBER 29, 1886. YOL 5.

CONTENTS OF CURRENT NUMBER. -
Rmil',onuu .

oage OF War.i.. 00se bessssensrsiaiinens Peeteetibe i ieeatsranentan e eeee 2
The Paleatine of the Now World. . .. ... .. oo it ittt eeenanne Q2
The P of & MOVEINONt. .. uviiiiitiiinotiiiiererinectticnnsonennsenne oo 2
Xnl 0g TYUPO ceevvees viiieierinnnne Ceeeesetenasenasittrsierenannaseirse 2
(7 o 1

CoMIARUTED,
Portry—My Country..iioicis covee voenians sevinnennesenaiennnes * Hector” 7
M1soslLANEOUS,

Bits. . ieiiiienns versee sesaase $oteeattoecrscansietanstioaactinnerssasnne 3
Nowgofthe Week..... €08 iieaat ciiit heseteateanerette sevactenasetaraees 4
Rellglonus .. oeeenneensrns . . e
gl“mdd II')‘rim‘Mtl Ve e 6

wtisnt Divine Myths ,. seave. s .
\&tya‘lltyof'l‘oadu ............. . C eeeeeiee e g
QUr CoBY OPNBY ,oenuiuvosirerseserse v sanoenoe.nns 8
Woddlng RINGE . ..ceourueseriaonrtoiacieaiccsnastanensessserionsntosesossenase 8
‘The Proposed Messina Steaits Tunnol... .. ... cieiiieeeiiinnareraneeesannns 8
Industria Nobe®. ..voviiveiee. o vintateineenees o tivinies vinn neer  aeee B
Commercial coceverevees covrrcsaneacirn o veas v eee eieae s .89
g:&letQuoutlom ......................................................... 9
BUIOING <. rvvessorseesnnessnnsnssnsnn veremesiins '.'.IZ'.'.'.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'I.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.1.0’1'1.’
The 00 PALION. L. it iieiiiisitiiierteeierasrresroctasancsonnantnnans 13, 14

et
e

IHE CRITIC,
Published every Friday, at 161 Hollis Stroet, Halifax, Nova Scotis,

BY
CRITIC PUBLISHING COMPANTY.

Edited by C. F. FRASER.

Subsoription $1.830 per annum in sdvance. Single copies 3 oents,
& SAMPLE COPIES SENT FREE. @
Remittances should be made to A. M. FRASER, Busixgss M2NAGER,

“The editor of 'Try CRirio is responsible for the views expressed in Editerial Notes and

for such only ; but the editur is not to he understood as endorsing the senti.

monts expressed in the articles contributed to his jonrnal. Qur readers aro capable of
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Democratic France has expelled her princes, on the ground that their
pres:nce endaigered the peace of the Republic.  One of these princes, the
Duc &' Atmale, has prosented to the French Institute of Art his magnifi
cent estate of Chantilly, with its palace, containing works of art, valuable
books, etc.  Truly, the Orleans Prince has behaved more generously to
France than did France to the Orleans Princes.

The surprise which people naturally feel in the fact that sleep-walkers
seldom meet with accidents, will be greatly diminished, when it is under:
tood that a somnambulist is never, so to speak, sound asleep. He is sleeping
only %0 far as part of his cerebrum is concerned, which accounts satisfacto-
rily for the immunity from injury enjoyed by those who leave their beds at
ghostly hours and aimlessly roam about the house.

The growth of virtues or habits is no less real than is that of matter possess-
ed of actual life. An absolutely truthful or untruthful man does not become
% by an instantancous step, nor does it follow that, because he is the one,
he cannot be the other.  Truthfulness is a principle recognized by all as 2
ardinal virtue ; uat unless it be practiced in every day life, it gmdually
degenerates until the individual, at one time distinguished for this virtue,
finds that habit has unconsciously made him a liar.

_The common origin of mankind is much more strongly marked by the
universality of his superstitions, than they are by ethnological resemblances.
Belief in the power for injury of the evil cye is found in all peoples from
China to Peru, while the potency of a red hand stamped on walls to counter-
act its influence, is bélieved in by tribes as distant from each other as the
Arabs of Palestine, the Red men of America, the Hindoos of India, and
the aborigines of the Australian continent.

It appears-itliberal to choke off Chinese immigration by a poll tax of
#50 on each Chinaman coming into the country, but facts are stubbom
things, and cannot be ignored. Chinese labor displaces white labor; and
unless we desire to have the celestials come in and occupy the land, we must
check their immigration from the outset. The white population of British
Columbis and California has alteady experienced the evils arising from
Chinese cheap competition. A

The Michigan mill-owners aro selling, out their denuded timber limits,
and disposing of their mill machinery at a loss, as since the placing of the

export duty upon Canadian lumber, their occupation is gone. Every dog
has his day, the Canadian miller now has his.

The somewhat harsh provision of English law which gives almost every-
thing to the cldest son is curiously illustrated by the case of the Earlof
Durham and his brother. The two arc twins, but one was bern two minutes
catlier than tho other. The one is called the eldest son, and inhorits a
princely income. His twin-brother has an income about one-tenth as large.

The blowing of locomotive whistles withir. the limits of Montreal has
been discontinued, and the milway authorities assert that the practice was
uite unnecessary. ‘There are,some towns in the Maritime Provinces, along
the line of the I.C. Railway, in which night is made hidcous by the
unearthly tooting from the cngines of arriving and departing trains. ‘The.
resident, as well as the travelling public, would sleep Detter if the nuisance
referred to were abolished.

When Hanlan won the championship of the world, Canadians were
naturally proud of their oarsmap, but the claim which he now makes to the
world's championship is so unreasonable and unmanly, that his countrymen
fecl rather ashamed than proud of the Canadian sculler. Hanlan delayed
visiting England for so long a time that Beach became disgusted and
refused to race him under any circumstances, whereupon Hanlan claims
the championship.

French travellers and Government officials have a peculiar habit of
deprecating in a wholesale way everything that is British. A French cditor
who recently visited Gibraltar when the Qascoigne touched there with Gallic
authorities on board, tells us the * old Gib" is nothing but a piece of lace-
work, and that its 700 guns are only fit to make a row aud go ping-pang.
Most of them are disabled by rust. = He does not consider the Rock could
resist a naval attack for more than a few hours, ,

The phenomenal growth of great Western cities, such as Chicago and
St. Paul, has diverted public attentiop from the rapid increase which has
been made to the population in Atlanuc cities. Boston, which now has
400,000 inhabitants, has more than doubled its population in tweaty years,
Philadelphia, which twenty years since boasted a population of 600,000,
now contains a round million ; and New York, the giant city of the conti-

nent, which in 1865 contained 700,000 inhabitants, now hasa population of
nearly two millions.

. —

In a dictionary printed in 1737, full of quaint things, is the following
curious note about Hull, in Yorkshire <« This Tuwn was famous for its
good Government ; and thence rose the Saying, called the Beggars' and
Vagrant’s Litany. From, Hell, Hull and Ilahfax, good Lord deliver us;
Hull, for the severe chastisement they met there; Halifax, for a law of
instantly beheading with an engine those who were taken in the act of stealing
Cloth, without any further legal proceecings, being probably more terrible to
them than Hell itsclf.” .

The preparations which are being made upon all sides for tue next
Dominion Elections are supposed to indicate that they will be brought on
before another session of Parliament. We have no means of ascertaining
the intentions of the Cabinet, but we do not belicve that the clections will
take place before next summer or autumn. While it is well for both parties
to be prepared for the struggle, it is not worth while neglecting business for
:jhc next eight or ten months in order to er.  : the retuin of certain candi-

ates. ’

The recent disturbances in the towns along the Yangtsze River in
China, in which several missionaries lost their Yives and the Christian converts
suffered persecution, was caused Ly the injudiciousness of the Bishop of
the Province, who used yellow tiles in completing the roof of his Cathedral
at Chung-King. In China, yellow is the Emperor’s color, and yellow tiles
can only be used in Imperial palaces. The first act of the mob was to
demolish the Cathedral, after which the Catholic and Protestant missionaries
were driven from the place.

There are, no doubt, many capable officers in the British army ; but
when the Duke of Cambridge, commander-in chief, asserts that, as a rule,
officers lack the essential qualifications gnd information upon military mat-
ters which their profession demands, he has epened the flood gate for a
torrent of criticism upon the manuer in which young officers are now
trained. So far as we can judge from person-l observation, there is no pro-
fession or calling which demands as little time and attention of the person
engaged in it, as does the army. If officers utilized the time at their dispo-
sal in self-improvement, the commander-in-chicf would have little to

complain of. .



