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groater foats in military organization and
quiet’swiftness tou cortain ond, which 1s the
truest kind of military genius, are on record.
War with the perfect materialof our day is
less the sciencs of killing than of saving
men. Any sabreur can fight—all have cour-
age—Dbut your Shermans and your Napiers
have tho gifts divine—brainsto plan and
gelf-reliance in exccution. The Abyssinwin
expedition was successful before a gun was
fived at Magdala , & West Point Cadet could
have capturod Theodore—not five generals
in the world could have reached umn with a
corps intact as did Napier. ’

PRORUGATIUN OF PARLVALLENT.

un Friday last the first Session of the
Parliament of the Dominion of Zanada tvas
formally prorogued by His Excellency the
Governor General, after assent was given to
all the Bills passed during the Session with
tho exception of the following which wero
reserved for Her Majesty’s approval.

An Act respecting the Treaty betwoen Her Ma-
Jesty and the United States of America, for the
apprehension and surronder of certatn offenders,

An Act to 1x the Salary of the Governor Genoral.

An Act for the reltef of Joseph Frederick White-
aves.

Then the Honorable the Speaker of the
House of Commons addressed His Excel-
lency the Governor General, as follows:
3MAY IT PLRASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

The Commons of Canada have voted the Sup-
plies required toenable the Government to defray
the expenses of the Public Scrvice. i

Inthe nameof the Commons, 1 xresent to Your
Excellenc¥n Bill, intituled: < An Act for grantin
*+10 Her Majesty certatn sums of monoy requlra
sfor defraying certatn expensesof the Pubtic Sor-
*-viee for the tinancia. years cndlng rcspcctl\'cl{
“tho thir oth day of June, 1868, and the thirtieth
“day of June, 1869; and for other purposesrelating
“tothe Publle Servics:” to which 1 humbiy re:
quest your Excellency’s Assent.

To this Bill the Royal Assent was signitied,
in the following words:

In Her Majesiy's name, His Exeellency the
Governor General thanks Her Joyal subjects, uc-
cepts their benevolence, and assentsto this B,

Aftor which His Excellency the Governor
General was pleased to close the First Ses-
sion of the First Parliament of the Dominion
with the fellowing

SPEECH :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Scnale,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am glad to be ennbled to releaso you from
turther nttendance 1o your duties in Parllament.

The Acts which you have passed for remodel-
ling the Militia Force of tho Dominlon, and secur-
ing the dcfence of your territory, will, 1 trust, ace
complish the objects which you desire to obtatn.

1 hope the measures which havo been adopted
for regulating the fiseal system of the Dominlon
1rill tend to the promotion of Commaercial enter-
prize, aud to the stabllity of tho public credit.

1 congratulate yonon the passage of the Aets
by which the Executivo Departmonts of the Do-
minfen have bheon organized, and thel. efi.clency
provided for.

1 must ex[;rcsa my regret that the measures for
the Assimllation of the Criminal Law of the
several Provinces of the Dominton which were
submmitted by my directions to I‘nr)mmom.‘ have
not been proxonted forthe sanction ofthe Crown.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons

Ithank youfer the provisiun you have made
for tho public service, and I am satisgied it wil)
be applicd with o duo regard to eflletenc) and
oconomsy.

Honoralle Gentlemen, and Gentlemen :

1 rejoice that 1 am in a position 10 congratulate
you on the gencral prosperity which prevatia
through the Dominton, and I feel asssuredthnt
oan your return toyour homes yau will exert your-
selves In promoting obedlonce to thie Iaws and
inculcating attachment to the freo institulicns
undor which It {s your happiness to live.

Tho Srraxrr of tho Senato then said :
Honorable Genllemen of the Senate and of the
House of Commons : .

It 1s Hig EXCELLEXCY THE GOVERNOR GMNK-
RAL'S will and pleasure, thai this Parliament Lo

proroguod until \Vednomla{ the first day of July
next, to be hero hold, and t| M Parliament s ac-
cordlngly prorogued until Wednesday the first
day of July next.

METROPOLITAN RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

On ‘Thursday last this Association met in
the City Hall, Ottaws, pursuant to notico,
the meeting was well attonded, all the corps
in the metropoutan counties being repre-
sented. Major Forrest, O.P. B. G. A., having
taken the chair, t1o minutes of the former
meetin;, and son e other communications
were read by ths Secretary, Capt. Perry.
After which thie constitution was read and
adoptad, and the ollowing officers clected:

Fresudeni—Lieut. Col. W. F, Powell.

Vi~e President—J. M. Currier, Esq., M.P,,
Dr. Grant, M.P., Joh~ Holmes, Esq., M.P.,
and Alonzo Wright, Es;., M.P.

Council—Majors Forrest, Grant, Bearman,
Seale; Captains Persy, May, Morgan, For-
syth, Parsons, Higginson, Corbett, Brush,
McGillivray, Ashford, Craig; Lieutenants
Clurke, Gemmil Mowatt, Graham, Falls,
Armswong; Quarter-master Lang; Surgeon
Garvey; Adjatant McPherson; W. B Lind-
say, Esq,, T. D. Harington, ¥sq., Nicholas
Sparks, Esq., W. P. Lett, Bsa.

The meeting then adjourned to allow the
Council to proceed with their business. In
accordance with letters received, His Excel-
lency the Governor General and their Ex-
collencies the Lieut. Covernors of Ontario
and Quobec were appointed patron sand vice
patrons respectively. The Secretary iwas
requested to write to several gentlemen re-
questing themn to become honorary vice-pat
rons, and in tho event of their acceding,
they shall be placed on the list of honorary
vice-patrons. .

Captain Perry was then clected Secretary,
and 2 by-law will be made appointing Lieut.
Gemmill as Assistant Secretary. Capt. May
was appointed Treasurer, after which the
following members of the Council were con-
stituted a

HManaging Commitlee — Majors Forrest,
Grant, Seale; Captains Brush, Higginson,
McGillivray; Lieutcnants Clarke, Mowatt,
Graham, Falls.

A resolution was passed requesting the
gentlemen in whose hands are the surplus
funds of lIast year's tournament,notwvamount-
ing to over sixty-six dollars, to pay the
same over to the Treasurer, on account of
the Metropolitan Rific Association.

The Ottawa Field Battery, under the com-
mand of Capt. Forsyth, was mspected last
Thursday by It. Col. Jackson, B. M., who
expressed himself highly satisfied with its
efficiency. The Capital may be proud of
possessing one of the best Field Batteries in
the Dominion.

Evisnuren Review.—We have received
from The Leonard Scott Publishing Company
of New York the April number of this Re-
view containing some very interesting papers
on the current fiterature of the day. Tlus
reprint is fully equal in typographical exe-
cution to the English publication.

It is roported that Colonel McDougall,
Adjutant. General of Militia, mtends to re-
sign his appointment from the first October

next.
©

BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE
FROM MONTREAL.

(8Y OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Your able correspondents have so com

lotely showed up tho defects of tho late
g.[ilitio. Bill, that it has left me but very
littlo to say on the matter. The passing of
anew Militia Bill was looked for here with
great anxiety as it was expected to remedy
the many defects in the Volunteer system,
but what is tho result; the feelings and
wishes of the force have boen entirely ignor
od, and & Bill is passed which increases the
discontent, and takes away the last iota of
encouragement from our brave volunteers.
tho grievances and faults are varied and
numerous, why doesn’t the Government take
the opinions of those actually connected with
the force, who have s real and patrioticinter-
estin it, and let matters be put into some
more acceptable shape timn thoy are. I would
recommend the suggestion of one of your
correspondents that moro power be vested
in the officers, for it is impossible if the
officers have not the respact of the men to
maintain that discipline so requisite; if the
officers in actual warfare exact obedience
and discipline in their men, why not endow
them with the same powerin time of peace.
It is not my intention to go into an analysis
of the defects of the present Bill as I would
be only repeating what hasalready been dis-
cussed in your valuabie paper.

Our drill hall is now progressing very fast,
but it seems they are building it without
any consideration as tomeans of defence.
A building, one of the chief purposes of
which are the storing away of arms, ought to
be provided with an easy meansof defence
in case of tumult. In this case very lurge
windows are being placed in tho outsi(lie
walls, which is certainly not very judicious.
The windows should consist of strong and
narrow apertures, which might also serve for
loop-holes if necessary. Anothermatter that
should._be rectified before it is too late is
the defficient means of admitting daylight
into the building, which will convert it into
a dingy tunnel. The pitched roof will Le
covered with sheet iron, and the only means
of admitting light will be by Dormer win-
dows in the roof as there is no space for
windows in the main walls above the roof of
the armories on eitherside. All these facts
have been persistently urged upon those
who areresponsible and as persistently dis
regarded. In the plan projected by Col
Smith and other competent men,and by them
submitted to the corporation all the
points wero agreed upon, and assurance
given that they should be embodied in the

lans of tha architects, but their pledges

ve been totally disregarded.
A great mistake of the Government, es-
eciallv ‘- ‘hese critical times, is thex
cat g the srmories without any guand.
There is really nothing to prevent halfa
dozen resolute men from forcing their way
in and helping themselves. This is really a
serious matter, it shows a want of judgment,
and a recklessness extremeoly culpable. 1
am told the Grand Trunk is given a Gov
ernment allowance for tho protection of
their armories, and why should they com
mand any preference ?

Private Bell, of the Prince of Wales
Volunteers, died last week, and was buned
with military honors. The band of the regi
ment with a firing party proceding the
cortege, which was followed by = numerous
body of his friends.

Col. Pipon, R.A., was on Monday evening
the raccipient of a very gratifying testi




