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French 6.181 99.3 16.5 {1312]1185| * 71.8
English 7 115 30 |1561{1943 64.§
German 6.796 123 25.35{1550 2073 81.’4_
French 7.638; 1654 33.1 {1486/2533| 76.0
English 8§ 180 35 11413|2492 71.2
German 8236' 217.2 37.48/13832880( 77.1
French 0.489 317.6 61.7 (142714484 72,7
English 9 230 N 142018156 69.9
German 9.499 306.4 52.91/1312{3657| 69.1
French 10.8)3 476 83.2 [1378/6273 7!}
English 11 535 35 1131516115] 75.5
German 10.238 4145 70 55'1335|5514| 78.2
Freme' 12,6 760.5| 136 69\ 1312|977 66.4
Eoglish 12 K 110 11300(8205 746

Information is wanting as to the powers
of endurance of the French guns, hut the
foregoing table will show how closely they
approximate in power to English and Ger-
man guns of similar calibres. The largest
Freoch piece, it will be seen, throws a con-
siderably heuvier projectile than our 12in.
gun, and burns 26.69 pounds more powder,
a heavy charge for cast iron to withstand. It
may be menticned, however, in this connec-
tion, that certain large Rodman guns have
recently been lined with tubes in the Unit-
ed States, und have given exeellent results,
while couverted guns in this eountry huve
also shown high powers of resistance, as in
the case of the Palliser 9in. 12 ton convert
ed gun, from which 500 battering charges of
43 pounds of powder and 250 lb. shot were
fired, and more recently with the 8-in, 7-ton
gun, throwing 176:1b. shot with 35 pounds
of powder, From this piece 5{) rounds were
fived.

Across the Continent.

THE TRIP CF MAJOR GENERAL SMYTH AND PARTY.

Major GeERERAL SELBY SMYTH with Cap
tain the Hon. MiLES STAPLETON, arrived in
Ottawa, on Monday evening the 15th inst.,
by train from Toronto, The Mujor General,
wo are happy to say, is in the enjoyment of
good health, and well pleased with his
trans-continental trip—a description of
which will be found below copied from the
Victoria (B. C.) Colonist:—

“Major General Smyth, accompanied by
Capt. the Hon. Miles Stapleton, A. D.C.,
left Ottawaon the 24th of May last on a tour
of inspection of the Militia cahmps at Niagara,
Cobourg, Kingston, Brockville, Holland
Landing and Guelph. They left Sarnia July
2nd and went via Lake Superior to Daluth;
thence by the Northern Pacific Railroad to
Moorehead, and down Red River to Winai*
peg, Manitoba, There Hon. W. Fiizmlliam
and Capt. Ward joined them, and on July
19th the party lett Winnipeg and proceeded
on wheels as far as Shoal Lake, 190 miles
from Winnipeg, which they reached on the
23rd of July. The first day they passed
through the settled parts of Manitoba—fine,
rich soil. Almost everything green had been
eaten by grasshoppers, and the farmers
were much disheartened. At Shoal Lake
they met a party of Montreal Police with
saddle horses and a baggage wagon, who
had been sent to meet them. Left Shoal
Lake next day with escort, etc., and on the
morning of the 27th reached the H. B. Co’s
fors, at Fort Pelly. Nine miles further on,
at Swan Lake River, the barracks of the
Mounted Police were reached. This force
comprises 300 men. The force was raised in
Canada for duty on the Plain, where they
maintained -order. They are armed with
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Snider carbines and are dressed in scarlet

tunics (out cf respect to the partiality enter*
tained by the Indians for the red or “King
George'' uniform) and white cork helmets,
breeches and boots, The barracks are situ.
ated on arocky piateau, tue only rock the
party had seen thus far, and are in a singu-
larly bad situation, While at this point on
the 25th July a communication arrived from
the Lieut. Governor, notifying Major General
Smyth of rumoured disturbances among the
French hxltbreeds at I'urt Carleton. On the
28th July, accompanied by Colonel French
and a troop of Mounted IPolice, the party
left the Larracks for FFovrt Carleton. On the
5th of August they passed the Soutl branch
of the Saskatchewan River and arrived at the
Fort on the 6th.  Matters were found not to
be 80 bad as bad been rumoured, and the
mere presence of the force was sufficient to
bring in one or two of the turbulent half
breeds te apolugise for their conduct. The
Cree Indians wero found to have turned
back the telegraph party aud a party of
geological surveyors, wforming them that
as they hsd notreaty with Canada they
would uot allow them to pass through and
threatening to steal their horses and throw
their articles into the river if they went on.
Rev. Mr. McDougall having been nstructed
to allay the distrust of the Indians, was on
Lis way there. Col. IFrench and force were
left at Fort Carletou to lock after the half
breeds. Major General Smyth, before leav

ing the troop, inspected them,and expressed
himself well pleased with their appearsnce,
and the excellent condition their horses
were brought in alter t e remarkably rapid
miarch frem Fort Pelly.  Oh1 the afternoon
of the Tth the Major-General and party
crossed the Saskatchewun River, which is
here 400 yards wide. The appearancs of
this river 1s disappointing. 'There are no
rocks, and the river is coloured by the yel

low mud swept from the banks. The soil
on either side is of extraordinary fertility.
On the 12th the party encamped near the
H. B. Co.'s post at Fort Pitt. Next day
they found the party that had been sent to.
await their arrival with freshi horses. As
they approached Fort Edmonton the roads
became muddy and boggy owing to the party
having struck the southern edge of the for

est region. On the 2lst they reached the
barracks of the Mounted Police on the Sas-
katchewan 18 miles below Fort Edinonton.
having been delayed a day by a narrow but
deep snd rapid stream, which hud to be
ra{ted. The country as far as Fort Carleton
was wcoded prairie, with bunch grass and
very rich soil. Abundance of wild flowers
and sweet scented roses as thick as butter-
cups in thefields at home were met. Clumps
of poplar, alder, and willow and at times a
stretch of oak and rolliug land, one or two
small alkali plains, crossed by wide and deep
rayines worn in past ages by streams which
are now miserable little rills at the bottom,
were seen. As an illustration of the richness
of the soil, the Hudson Bay Cownpany’s ser-
vants at Fort Edmonton have raised wheat
for 40 years in: the same field, without the
aid of manure or rotating crops. The Indian
tradp that used to be very profitable at this
point has now all gone South, The party
left Edmonton on the 24th, and reached
Deer river on the 20ih, after five days of

very bad roads through a thickly wooded

country. At this place they found Col. Mc*
Leod, Assistant Commissioner of the Mount-
ed Police. He was sent up to render assist-
ance in case ot the difliculties at Carleton
proving serious- On the 30th they left with
fresh horses and an escort only, the troop
establishing itself on Bow River, That day
the party got their first glimpse of the Rocky
Mountains—a grand white peak showing it-

self nbove the waves of the rolling prair®
As they mounted the next wave they 88

little more of the mountains, and after P“ssf
ing this point they had beautiful viewsgo
snow capped mountains which, althOl}!hl

miles distant, seemed only ten miles (2
standing cut clearly cut against the horizo?%
i By this time they had left the forest bebi®
on the other side of Red Deer River, ab K
the 31st left the wood entirely and St"“clf
the open plains, to which place the hﬂt
breed guide led them.  On the 4th SeBt
they reached Fort Mcleod, a post establi® "
ed by the Mounted Police last winter.

the way down some buffalo were killedb?",
f*apt. Stapleton and Mr. Fitzwilliam; tod

this occasioned no delny, as they expeC o
to meet a large band of buffalo neer F? .
McLeod. Fires were made with bﬂﬁ’;:a
chips, no wood being accessible, On to
way down they passed « large band ol
Blackleet Indians, who invited Gené
Smyth to encamp with them; but beﬂ:.
anxious 1o reach Bow River the General ¥
compelled to decline the invitation. In
evenis g the Chiefs came into the camp #
“Crowloot,"” one of the principal Chiefs,B%"
a long “‘pow-wow’’ with the General,exp p
ing his friendly disposition and his plen"“‘m|
at having the Mounted Police nmongst 'rh‘;w
On the 5th Major General Smyth went ¥ .
Col. McLeod to Fort Shaw, Montana Terf&‘
tory, to confer with the Americin Gene’n‘
there. The remainder of the party W8
among the spurs of the Rocky Mountain® i
shoot,but found little or no game, a8 ‘heem,
dians had been over the ground before tb o
The mountain streams were all well 5100k i
with trout aud a large number were caué .
Gen. Smyth returned on the 5th, an "
the I6th the party started across the M.
tains of the Kootenai Pass, leaving !
wagons behind them.  The party consi?_ 5°
of fourteen persons and twenty-five .
in all. For the first two days thoe pro8iiy
was very slow—the trail being an In
one, made by the Kootenai Indians, W 10 10.¢
throughthe pass twice a year to bunt b“ﬂ"sw‘j
and purposely leave the trail in a bad 8% .
to throw obstacles in the way of the por 10
stealing raids of the Blackfeet, Owidg pe
the fallen timber and the steep ascen!s ;o
progress was very slow. On the'lsth.‘ of
first range was crossed, from the sum?"op
which a fine view of tree-clad moumnlgssed
either side was had, On the 20th ¢~ cbed
the second range, and the 2lst re’reen
Kootenay River, a fine stream of 8 301,04.
blue colour. On the 23rd they r€®’y
Joseph's Prairie, where Mr.Vowell an ot
gent to meet the Major-General, We"ePdio’
On the 25th the escort of mounted p,rt!
turned back. They had escorted the Jy (4
some 1,500 mies and contributed Sregmy;hq
the comfort of all. Major Genersl H
finding he had 1o make a long defot” ping 10
round Shepherd’s mountain, and WI8 ' 0
see Gen. Howard,who had receive 'col,clﬂ'
tions from Washington to meet hi® “gra
ded to go found by Walla Walla,CaPt 1yin8
kindly consenting to inform hmn of 32%gglls.
of interest on the road to Hope. oW~
Walla Major-General Smyth met G2 ' joB
ard, aud was the recipient of kind 8% gar
at his hands and of the U, S. officel® “yas’
rison and citizens generally. At Igoyﬂl !*:ia
couver the soldiers paraded and 8 247 ;;he
lute was fired in honour of the d"‘.meg thre®
foreign visitors. The party remﬂﬂ_“‘)y
days at Portland, where they ‘}“.Jena, "
unbounded hospitality of the clmo per,aft¢
arrived at Victoria on the 21st Oo:inl be“:
a pleasant trip, the weather bi‘l web day
exceptionally fine (only two res { maetl”‘
being experienced), #n withou

with the slightest accident.




