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your work, wo can dismiss you, a drilled
soldior, in six wecks ; if pot, you must not
blameo us if wo keap you the full six months,
All over the country thers should bodyill
schools. The npresont Volunleer lhead

quariers and drill sheds could be wulilizad
for this, From tho ago of IG every lad who
chiooses to present himself for wilitary in

struction should be drilled fur tvo, thres or
four hours on Saturday afternoon hif-holi

day of eacli weak only. This drill, batwoun
tho ages of 15 and 21, would be entirely
optionul and voluntary ; gwwen by eacl per-
son in the hopo and with the view that,
should ho he oventually drawn for the Miti-
iz, his continuvous trainiog weuld anly ro

quire to be six, seven, or eight.weeks, in
place of six moaths, Thoe country should
supply grataitously instructors, urma, nod
a cheap serge suit. ‘The Militin obligation,
after a man was onco thoroughbly dritled,
shiould extend over the four next years.
It would bd almost nomiaal ; for it would
only mean that in case ofwar a cortain per-
centnge, probably a fourth, of the Militia
would be called oua and embodiad o take
chiargo of the hiomo garrisous, 50 as 10 maks
every available soldier of the regular army
and Army Reserve uvaileblo at once for
foreign.service. By the timea man was 25
ho:would'have fullilled his whele oblization
to the State—and very fow men are settled
in tifo before:that age. Four years of such
a syslewould give us, exclusive of casu
alities {rom all_soucées, about 320,000 par-
tially indtrocted’ mén; or about the same
number sk our présent Militia and Volun-
tears ¢ombined. The Volunteers would, in
fact, gradually dissotvoe themselves ; far in
prosence of such » force s [ haye skatched,
combining the elamente of a partly volunt vy
and partly obligatory--national servise, but
with a mueh bigher military organizition
than any part of our present auxilisry
forces now have, the voluateers avould be
unnecessary, -and all their cost could even
tually be economizad. But I am persvaded
that the nataral goodwill aud patriotism of
Englishmen-wonld overcome alt small anga-
lurities, and that such & system would not
bo initiated one vzonth before all difficult:es
would be smoothisd away. The fiest geeat
effect wonkl be to raisa tho whole tons of
the profeasion. The nameaad callingofa
soldier would becomme lLonorable ; the
miserable wrecks and weods of society that
we aro nor obliged to tako as recruils
would ind no place in tha reconstructed
army of tho future. In the army men ofa
dar bigher class would flock 10 & service
which offerod a man such terms ; ) short
service improvement, both physical.mental,
and m pockat, anpda roturi: to cieil hfe
under better conditions. Sach_are the
heads of a national svslam of militay szer
vice—ndapted, 1t1s bolieved, to the circnme«
stances of each cluss, kaitting all ranks
more clasely together ina mutual canse,
hurdeusowme to none. 1 awi quite prepared
t5 hear such aproposition generally ridica -
cd at ficst ; Dot the day will comoe when to
have put forward 3 connccted schems
which—full of dofects though it ba—invites
public ventilation nand discusgion, will be
admitted to be not-rithout its value. Ia-
avitably to some such plan of molified uni-
versal fervico wemuat coma at last, i we
are 10 Taaain ear position in the -orld.”

A Fiour ror soE ClaNpioNsuiv.—New
York. Feb. 9th.—A prize fight for $5.000-.nd
the championship of America botween fowm
Allen, of St. Iouis, and George Rooke of
this city, i3 20 bo fought early in the
spring. On Ssturday A, Chambers,on bohall
of the former,daposited §250 withHarryHill,

The Germanu Navy.

Tho activity of the German Naval Depart.
ment in the last ciphiteen months is tho sub
ject of the following interastineg article in
the semi-official Nurd Dentsch Zeitung.

« \Vith more than otdinary attention tho
pabhic hava heen watching the recent Par-
linmentayry debiates upon naval supphes.
The mivy being destined not only to aid to
tho defences of itlio country, tut also to
satisfy wanifold wants  conmoctod with the
commercial and intellectual intercourse of
nations, hias slways attractert peealiar in-
terest. iu this country. We hava long
raalizad the fact that power and mfluenco
no loss8 than richas and coltura, are ton
great axtent dopendent upon the posses-
pion of nn eflective {lect—a (leet vepreseut-
ing the mora) and politieal sfatus of a nuting,
and rofiecting its prosperity or declino,
The new phase which the German Navy on*
tered npon #oon nfter the establishment of
tho empire naturally led 10 our enlirging
its qfloctivancess far beyond whit had been
originally proposed In remodelling our
naval designs in April, 1873~ anidl laying
dowa a new plin for the construction of
ships, we intended t2 protect our com-
merce, defand  our shores, anl deyelope

our powers {or assuining theoffensive at sex. |

Even then, however, it was perlectly uader

steod that the plan laid down by Govern- !

ment and farlietment adwmitted of helng
modified in acewdanco with the progzess of
the art of stupbuilding and the sanaed poli-
tical circumstances ol the day A briof
compurizon between the originad vlan and
what vias eventually adopted, together with
tho molives for the alterations introducat
may bo interasting at a tiras yhen so many
erroneous nouons have been set allat upon
the subject. In tho Spring of 1873 it wa
determined that the ironciad fleet was to
cansist of aight frizates, s1x corvettas, ssven
monitors, and two balteres,  OF tha eixit
frigntos threa—Romy, Wilhelm, Kronprinz,
and Iriefrich, Karl—ave already doing ser~
vice. Four otbers—Fridrich der Grosse,
Preussen, Deutschiand, s Kniser—witl bo
completed in tuacoursa of the presont year.
The 1ast of tha set—Ler Qrosse Kurfursi—
wilf barewly wn tuoautumn of 1376, The
Ficdvich der Grotse, Grosse, Kurfurst, and
Preussen, are being built in Gerloan dock
yards ull on exacuy the samoe model. They
have a Jin. cutrass and turrets, and are des-
tined for combat on the high scas. Each
of the two lurrets, hiss an Sin. and 10in.
cuirass, revolves on a pivel, and is armel

with two 26 centumetre Krupps, Taaddi.

tion to these four hewy gune, therais one
17-centimetre camnon 1 the bows an-d ano -
ther in the storn, the arrwgemsnts made
allowiug of cach pant of thoecompass biring
fired as from at least one gun. The shps
a*p iron, and constructed upon this cellular
svstem of complelely sepirate amd water-
tight compartaeats.  Basides tho engiues
propelling the shup, ere aro  others
10 Iift tha anchors, turn tho turrets, and
direct her course. To procure driakiag
water ou loug voyages for a crew of 3N
men, thero is a distiliing apparatus produc.
g 2000 litres of fresvwater in twenty foar
hours. To provide ngminse leaks pipesara
Inid down through tiicentire ship cannectad
ssith powerful pumps. In ahort, thess
three frigates aco perfeet specimons of the
highest stage of the art of shipbuilding, anl
will be found 19 do credit w our industry,
Tho two bondside stonclad frigates Kiiser
and Deulschland sro being construsted by
tho well known firm of Samuda Brothers, at
Poplar, near Leadon, Thay designs wero

drawn by Me. L. J, Reed, then Chief Con-
steuctor of the English Navv, from ideas
suggosted by tho late Prinee Adwirval Adal.
burt and Admereat Jachbmann,  Having been
reyised hy a speanl commission and almost
entirely remodetied in consequenco in .the
summer ot 1871, thaso designs waro a little
later approved und cirried out. Tha gi-
menstons of thesa ships are thoso of tho
thoit  ironclzds recommiended by Mr.
Reed. They have a 10w, cuirsss, amd at
the stein ate 24ft. Gin under water,
‘Thongh constructed upon the Lattery prin-
ciplo, they hava this peculianty, that 1
consequence of the form ol their cuirsssed -
ciseniates and thote portions of the ship
immediately facing the casciatep, tho,tivo-
forcmost of their 26 centnnolre biatlery guns
em alio o made to fire in tho direction of
tho bows. By this meaus tho chnses ordi.
natily placed we the bows of battery ships.
aro readered superfluous. The two hind- -
most of the 26 centimetre battery guns
may likewise bemde Lo 6ro in the thivection
of tho staru 3 but, 25 tho ship bulges at that
part, tho Latl remsing at an angle of 15 deg.
from tho keel.line, and o 21 ceatimetre gun
has, therefure, been placed right aft  Tho
ship's tickling being that of 2 second class
ship of the line, thuy Wwill bonble to cruise
independently of steam. They carry bat.
tering caws, eparated tromg the body of the
vessel by watertight compartiucuts, 80 as o
, brevent the coancussion froma suctessful
stroke against u hostiio sbip dowg serious
injury to themseives. Thay havo engines
ol 3000 horso power, u propelling force us
yet surpassed only by tho English wronclada
IHerciles snad Sultan and the Gacman Koniy
Wiliicln ‘Yhe boileraare heated by 40 iizcs;
§ thero aro txo chitnnoys, avd the scraw is
{ e:sly detached when tho sauls are unfurled.
{ 151ch of these ships will be manned by a
{ crew of 60y, for whom area and spaciong
i cabins are prepired in the battery deck.
{ Russia a8 yet has s fuily taekted tronclad
destined to Sglit an tho high s2as whichcn
{ compare with the Kuiser and Deutschiand
i Boglind hias the Sullun, tho Hercules and
1 the Monarch to mutch our formudable frix-
ates; aud the EuglishSuperd snl  Tmeraire
fatall vuilding, are even superior tooursin
scmirass and cannon,  Cho Fronch Fridland,
v Murengo, and Suffren are also nearly ona
par with ours ; and the Redvutable, still in
tho ockyard, is hikely 10 turn outeven
sometth it stropger. Ino fact of Eagland
consrructing Lwo vessels. and Francs one,
more powerful than the two weare about to
' tinish, aptly illusteates the avalry existing
1 this Lranch of warlike appliancas.  Cuir.
1 assed frigates being wmneaut to do bLattie at
homeand adbroad in titme of war, and to car-
ty out wilitary commissions m {ordign soas
in timo of peace, when swmallsr vessels
wouid be insullicieut, bave, in addition, ths
Impartant destination 0! forgung squadrons
to teach officers and méa practicst service,
1 Uf tho six ron cased corvettes coatained in
tho pliin laildown in 1873, ono the MHansa,
construeted in-the Valcan Waorks at Stattin
~has just been sent to Xiel, whsio-it is
being tirted up for servico. and will beready
in tho spring of 31323, She wili Lo zeat to
a deatant station. Two  other cuirassed
sarvattes—thie ond~ buikling at tho Gov
ctument yands al IGel, tho other at
the Vulean Works at  Steltin<qiffor
m  conslruclion from tho Hausa, beiog
intendod to defend our shores by oftansive
aperationsintho German and neighbouring
213, Tuey will bo sont abroad onlyin dxcep-
tionnl cases  Bath in the dispoation of their
car 53 and tha placing of ther gans they
sfo unlike any other ironciad zvor builts-
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