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nations~ there has ever beon somewhat of
tho upstart, tho parvencr, Ur *‘nowean
richo'' about their diplomacy; whatever
may have beon their delinquencies they
have nliko kopt a steady oye to tho national
aggeandizoment.  Whon a race is progres.
sive (L am not talking of internationai mo-
rality),tlus ig the right courze.  T'his noble
aggrossivoness, the product of tho highest
qualities of the highoest races England has
lost. Eunglishmen no longer think their
mission is to bend the world to their typa of
civilization, [ do not say that the English
typois faultless, or pehaps even the best,but
that when the desire to extend it (ails, thore
is a weakening of the national fire, England
has long becomo indifferent to tho glory of
sacing hor flag fly in all tho wasto spots of
the earth, What sho gaius by war sha frit:
ters away with imbecile complacency at the
first treaty, In diplomacy sho is over.
reached with a fucility ludicrous and gon-
temptible. Asagainst tho United States sho
canno be kiclced into self assertion evep, At
the bottom of all this decadonce, deaplte all
tho millk and water Exeter {lall philosophy
which porvades tho nation, lies -simply
averice, For examplo let the following para
geaph, cut from a recent newspaper, bear
wituess tiRt [ do not use too strong o term
in styling the British morchant ¢ profli-
gate.” .

A morchant ship from Liverpool was cap:
tured the otlior d 1y on theGold Coast,}oaded
with 2,000 muskets, and a large quantity of
powder for the Ashantees, All the muskets
wero of English make and marked * Bir-
mingham.! ’

But much of this is digressional from the
point to which the consideration of MMr.
Gladstone’s surplus and traditionsl policies
led me. The policy of Russia, Prussia and
the United States has ever steadily kept in
view territorinl oxtension, In tho case of
Prussia, whose naturdl aspiations of the
German pzople for the unity of tucirrace
and territory, that policy hias heel, moro or
Jess, from the time of the first Frederic
cownwards, promoted by & means entirely
consistent with tho common sense, but
whizh no other nation seems to have.had
tho courago to imitate. I mean tho wise
foresight of, to somo extent, anticipaling
the expenses of wars hy laying up treasure
wherewith to begin them.  If England had
the courago,out of the surpluses of her enor.
mous revenues, swhich have been so (requent
of lato yoars, to put by a million a yearas &
B war fund,the very net would go far to make
& the bolligerent natiotis think very carefully
before they provoked her. Butl she is too
far involved with Manchester and Exeter

S Uall to lenave o hope of so true and bold a

policy.  Piece by picco she his supinely
d permitted tho United 3tates to curtail and
hem in the territory of the Dominion, Sho
® is awakening now. Butso much mischiel
B has been quictly nccomplished that thinking
men n.ay well entertain grave fears whether
the awakening be’ not too Inte, Had Fede.
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ration and theo Fort Garry troubles occurrc[lT;?em “‘h-other wo shall l,{)l(—l_b“} owil.

ten years yonrs since wo should have boen
better welded togothor to-day. * Wo have
no right to imputo disloyalty to tho mass of
tho Roform parly because somoe of {heir
chiefs aro chargeablo with annexation ut.
torances, and iff the Pacific Rilivay bo at
once sot on foot (if that bo possible, in view
of the Survey Records, which I believo it is)
from tho Pacific Coast and from Fort (arry,
the Dominion from soa to sea will be too
stubborn a fact to be set aside.  But it be.
hoves all loyal Canadians to closely watoh
whother resulls prove tho sinocority of the
presont Govornment. Theso postulates may
bo safely assumed. Without the Dacific
Railway the Cunfodoration is a whisp of
straw, and overy year's delay increases the
danger of it becoming so.

I havo rend with muoch interest Captain
Colomb's papor on Colonial Defence, so far
as published in your columns, The question
seems to mo to resolve itsell into this: Eng:
Iand cannot maintain an army sufficient for
tho defence of her Colonial possessions. If
the DBritish connection bo deemed by her
Colonics worth the maintenance, the larger
communities amongst them, to wit, Canada,
Australis, and New Zealand, and the South
African Colonios,must provido for their own
military establishments, With all her wealth
England is unequal to this burthen, but all
her available resources shounld bedevoted to
maintain her fleet on a scale of magpitude
and cfficiency which has not even yet enter:
ed into the hearts of officials Lo conceive. If

she straih every uerve (without neglecting
her own army) in that direction, there
is no fear but that she could guard the
chanhel, and, at the sams time maintain a
squadron in every sea pewerful enough to
sweep tho ocean, and at the same time she
should not be squoamish about ¢ letiers
of marquo.”” Britieh Columbia depends al-~
most entirely on the navy for protection,and

wero it not for the presence of part of th»
Pa.ific squadron in the barbor of Esqui-
malt from time to time, thero is littlo doubt
that British Columbia. would nat now baa
Province of the Domnios.

If there is one thing in which Eugland
wmay trivphantly claim pre eminence over
all tho nations of the world (except France
and Spain), it is in blundering. Sho has con-
sistently blupdered in hior sympathies on ai.
most every conceivable occasion that has’
been afforded her. The Crimean war was a'
huge blunder, the want of sympathy with
our natural kindred and allies, theGermans, '
in tho beginning of their resistance to~
French aggression, was another, Tho sym-
patby with the South was another, or if not,
then was tho time 1o have gone to war. Tho i
Southerected into n separato federation,and !
Maine and Michigan wrested from theUnion,
and the boundary lino rectified from tho
Columbia River to the ho d of Lake Michi-

“The
destinies of Canada are vory much in the
hands of tho prosont military.

At last tho Siameso twins aro dond.  But
it would appear {rom somo indications of an
intention to make a profitable oporation out
of Lthoir bodics, that the world will not yet
coaso to bo disgusted with pruriont
pacticulars connected wilh thems.  The
ready ncquicscence (us reported) in this
schome, of tho women who con:eated to bo-
come tho wives and to share the loathesumo

lives of the abortions, is what might have .

beon oxpected. It is devoutly to be hoped
that a speedy corruption, will defeat the
ends of tho speculators, and rid the nows-
paper roading word of a disgusting nui
sance.
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DOMINION RIFLE ASSOCIATION,

To the Bditor of the VoLusTEER Ruviw,

Sir,—In common with many others [ regrot
to finQ that the interost once taken in theDo-
minionRifleAssocintion has in a great degreo
disappesred. At present I will not attompt
to account for this apathy or indiflerence,
my object is to inlimate that instead of
sending homo a team annually at great ex-
pense, some of the oll interest in riflashoot.
ing might bo called up if an International

+match was a feature of our annual gather-

ing. The original idea of tho promotions of

competition at Wimbledon was to lay the g

basisof an interchanwe of visits, not that
the Canadians should mke periodical raids
on the presence of Euglish, Irish,and Scotch.
men,contont if a few pounds passed into their
possession. I am convinced that if a suitablo
prize was offered, teams from the parcat
country and from the States of Lthe Repub-
lic would find their way to Canads, and a
stimulous would be given to riflo competi.
tion that we have not known, Ionor has
been won byCanadians in England ; and tho
funds of the Ontario and Dominion Rifle
Association attest tho profit of tho pre-
sence on the # Common’’ of Canadian vol-
unteers, Let us for aseason put aside tho
costly visit to England and endeavour on
our part to procuro the presence here
of ropresentatives of the mothor country.
If it was intended that the visit of our shels
to Britain should promote emigration, cer-
tainly tho preseuce in this country of
gentlemen from the other side of the At-
lantic could not fail to prove bencficial in
the same direction. Beyond this we owe it o
tho DBritish volunteer and to our many
very kind friends at home that an eort be
wade to, in part, repay them for attaniions
marked by the mozt touchinz regard.

I am yours truly, . M.

To CorresPONDENT3.—** Sabreur® and

gan, woula have beon resuits not impossi- t « Gladiator'” has been received and will ap-

ble ten yoara ago, Now it remnins to Lé

paar in our next,
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