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A STAFF FOR THE ENGLISH ARMY.

A ¢ nrespondent of the Pust, who subscti
hes himgell * A Regimental Oflicer,” calls
attention to the constitution of the Statf of
the English Army, which ho thinks is awe. &
ifnot a dangerous element in our Army
organization.” As is well known, all 8. ffoffi
cers on full pay are now taken from the
strength of the vegimental ofticers, and the
writer contends that tho obviousadvantages
they obtain by joining the Staffare gained
at the oxpensa of their regiments, nnd that
a serious loss, inconvenicnee, and huvdship,
is sustained in their rogiments Ly fivst, the
Colonel ; sccond, the officers; and third, b
the mon of their company. ﬁy the Colonel,
for he loses an eflicient officer; by the ofli-
cerg, for they have for years to do amon
themselves tho duties of the sbsentee: an
thirdly, and above all by their meon.

However cfficient & subaltern officer muy
be, it is not in the nature of things that he
shoutld take the same individunl carcof, and
interest in, each of the men of a compuny
placed temporarily under his charge as does
their captamn. For ilie captin, having tho
company called by ts own namne, knowing
they are his men and known by them, must
have the greatest personal interest in the
fortunes and carcerof each—in the mar-
riago of one, m the promotion of another, 1
the welfure of all : and if he be worth any-
thing, his 10ss to bis compuny for live yenrs
is a serious one. A company changing, as
i3 not unfrequently, tho caso, very often its
subaltern commander must make the men
in it feel that, as regards a fiiend and pro-
tector, they are worse off than any other
companies of the regiment. As for the ofli
cer bimself who is a candidato for the Staff,
he finds Ins mierest divided betweeun his
present duties and s future prospects, and
his preparatuy studies broken into by num-
berless duties. ‘I'hus his veading degener-
ates into bard cramming, in the snatches of
leave he can obtum, or m the intervis of
duties which are now considered ksomeo
hindrances to success. lle confuses his
mind and weakens his health in a way that
may permanently affect his future useful-
ness on the Stadl; by convulsive exertions to
reach a certiun, or, rather (as his examina-
tion will be strictly competitive), an uncer
tain standard, and the calm study of the
surious necessary techinical subjects be-
comes exchanged for feverish efforts to ob-
tain marks in them. .

‘The remedy for all this would be to form
x Swalt Corps for the English Army. For
admittance into this corps all those regi-
mental oflicers at present on the StafFmight
have the option of joining the Staff Corps,
or of returning to their regiments. Toaug-
ment and keep up the snpply of officers ad-
mittance to the present Stait’ College (which
has room for so muny) might be more freely
opened to the Army. All, for mstance, who
have qualified for entrance this and the past
year might have the option of joiung, ns
probationers, the Staft’ Corps. Lo ensuro o
thorough knowledge of regimental duty
and interior economy, let officers pass from
two to five yearsin regiments betore being
allowed to competo for entrance; when en-
tered, at once be posted as probationers of
the Staff Corps, and become, till passed out
supernumeraries in their regiments,” ‘Tho
various posts which the reorgunization of
the Reserve [Forces must produce might be
included amongst the Staff Corps appoint-
ments. ‘The promotion, always a difficult
point in a Staft’ Corps might be assimilated
to those in the Indian St.ff Corps.—Broad
Arrow.

NAPOLEUN III. AT SEDAN,
A GRAVHIC AND THRILLING PICTURE BY GEXRBAL
DTOROT.

In Genoral Ducrot's phamphlet on tho
war wo find the following description of tho
closing aceng at Sedan, written by the gone-
ral himself,

In tho fnterior of Sedan the spectacle was
indoscribablo. Tho strects, tho squares, tho
gates, were crowded with carts, chariots,
cannon—all tho paraphernalia and debris of
a routed mmy. Bands of soldiers without
tifles or knapsncks flocked in every moment
aud took shelter in the houses and churches
At the gates of the town the confusion was
so fearful that many perished, trodden ov
crushed to death in  their efforts to enter.
Through this distracted crowd horsemen
and luggage waggons were cutting their way
at full gallop, and the few men who still re-
tained ths shightest energy appearéd only to
maulo use of it in accusations and curses,
crying, * ‘¥a havo boen betrayed, we have
been sold, by tho traitors and cowards.” It
was evident that nothing could be done
with men like these. General Ducrot pro-
ceeded to tho sub profecture where the Em
peror then w.s. Napoleon 1Il. no ‘longer
evinced that coldness and impassibility
which had been his chief characteristics, It
was easy to see that ho was under the inftu.
ence of the most profound sorrow, As soon
as he saw the general, he told him that he
deeply regretted the mnomination by the
minister of War of General Wimpffen to the
chief command, but having resolved not to
thwart in tho slightest degree the decisions
arrived at in Davig, he had offered no oppo
sition, “ The only thing that could have
saved us, however,” addeded the Empevor,
*vas your movement in retreat.,” ‘Lhen,
rof.rring to facts anterior .o the war, he
said “ Your presentiments respecling the
intentions of Prussin, what you reported
home relative to her military fovces, and to
the few meaus we had of opposing them,
was but too true. Iought to have paid
greirter attention to your warnings and your
advice."” After theso few words the Em.
peror remained sitent. The profound silence
\ hich prevailed around the sovereign ren-
dered still more striking and audible the
noise from without.

THE AIR WAS ON FIRE

tho shells falling on the roofs and carry-
ing with them huge pieces of masonry into
the streets below; the bursting of the pro-
jeotites mingled with the roaring of 6U0
preces of artillery—a fearful cannonade,
which was heard by Prince Frederick
Charles as far away at Metz. “I do notun
derstand,’”” said the Lmperor to General
Ducrot; *‘why the enemy continues the
fire; 1 have caused the white flag to be hos-
ted. 1 hope to obtain an interview with the
King of Prussin; perhaps [ may be ab e to
secure advantageous conditions for the
army.? @ have not much confidence in
the generosity of our adversatig,s' replied
the Uegeral, * At nmightfall wo mighe at-
tempt o sortie,” His Majesty observed that
there existed such fearful disorder; the
stroets were s0 thoroughly crowded; the
troops were, besides, 80 demoralized, that
he did not entertamn the shghtest hope of
succeeding in such an eaterprise. Such an
attempt could only result in renewed eftu-
sion of blood ! ‘The Emperorand a few offi
cers of his suite might probably have suc
ceeded in escaping, favoured by the dark-
ness; but it was useless to think of saving
the army, surrounded—it was irrevocably
captured. History will decide whether,
contrary to military law, Napoleon Il

would have been justified in escaping by
flight (which moasure would most certainly
havo been approved and favored), and so-
parating his falo from that of tho army, or
whother ho should, after shating its dangers
have also shared its misfortune. Mloveover
the King of Prussix having declared that ho
waged war against the Emperor and mot
against France, tho Finperor being a prison
o, tho war should have coased,

A singular ovidence of Oregon’s antiquity
was taken out of the ground at Tillamook
lieads, It appears that some men were
grading a road bed, and, whon tweny five
feot Lelow the surface, one of them exhun-
ed o copper bowio knife over twenty two
inches long, two and a half inches wxd‘e, by
throo-cights of an inch thick, The curiosity
wng sent to C. Roop, of Dayton, who has it
in his museum? Ilere is another mystovy
for tho the oldest inhabitant to oxplain.
‘I'he knifo i3 mado of the best copper.

CORRESPONDENCE.

—

The Editor does not hold hunself res muble for
individual expressions ofopin .n fn . amuni.
cations addressed (o the VOLUNTEER RENTEW:)

1o the Editor of the VoOLUNTEER REVILW.

Sit: :— Public attention in Canada seems 8o
much more directed to military matters now,
than ever before, that I take the liberty of
again dbawing your attention and that of
your readers to & suggestion which I mude
some months since through your columns.
I refer to the idea of raising regiments in
England, for permanent service in Canada.
The policy of the Imperial Governientin
remov:ng the last remnant of the trovps
from the Upper Provinces has no doubt
caused a feeling of Litterness as well as of
regret among our people, but perhaps it will
toach us self-reliance, and thus do good in
the end.

We may just as well make up our minds
at once, thutwe will have 1o keepup »
small permanent military force, not only to
repel Fenian raids, and other incursions of
that nature, but for the maintenance of the
civil power, and to lseep the peaco in the
new and uusettled territories which have
been added to the Dominion. Withoutsuch
a force wo canuot expect the country to
enjoy prosperity, nor that sense of security
in the new Provinces which is so ne :casary
to attract the right class of immigrants,and
to keep up the good name which Caneda has
always enjoyed, for fair dealing with the In-
dians.

Supposing then that we only maintained
a force proporiionate to the very small
Regular Ariny kept up by the United States
we would require 4000 or 5000 men, s.y six
regiments of Infantry, one of Artillery, and
a small forco of Mounted Rifles, which scat
tered over all the different Provinces from
the Atlantic to the Pacific, would certainly
not be more than would be requisite in time
of peace.

The general orders issued last week give
the details of tho small force which Parlia-
ment hig given suthority to raise as an ex:

periment, and I must say that the Govern-



