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jN 1*1lhi old.flasliioncd arm
-Ichair-, belore a brigl.î fire

on a culti Deccîtîber evening,
- sat David and Martita Rowley.

Tliey were a nlidtdle.agcd
couple, genial in spirits, prozà.
perous in circwtistances, andi
ilteir homte wvas briglit, warm
andi cîteerltil.

IDavid," saiti Mrs. l<owley,
tlais is gaing ta be the quiet-

f st Curisînias we liave ev'er
r-ptnt togetîter; none of yonr
nepliews, none of îîîy nicces;
just ns twa for the Chtristmtas

diioner anti aIl tat cattes liefore and after it. It seems
ta me t!'.-uît it is scarcely womfli while for us ta have a
homte Cliristaîtas. of > course, we cati go la citurcît, but
as ta---

INo. no. no, Marfta, tîtat will neyer (Io," inter-
rupîed David. IlWc are flot going la give up any af
the joys of our lives, siniîply because lucre are no young
people, or any kind ai prople, ta enjoy themi withli us.
WVe'll kcep Clirisîmias just as we have always
k2pt il."

"Andi hang up our stockings. 1 suppose?«e" memarked
Martîta.

Davidi tumneti quickily toward liem, ls eyes brigliten-
ing. Qi 0 course wu will do that, saiti lie. Il 1 Ever
sitîce wc have lived i n titis htoanse tîtere have been
stockings itung up in it on Chtristnmas eve, and tiîey
shail be lîuîg up tItis ycam jusî the sanie."

Andi you îlîink Santa Clans will fil] ltent, do you?
asked luis wife.

Ilrîîmnk ' said ['aviti. I am sure of it. Anyway
we wili lry hit."

i ay afler day, wlaen D)avid Rowhey came home front
liis business, early in lte aflemnoon. lie founi ]lis wife
sîtting bielore lte clierful fire, bnsiiy damning stockings.
Once or tvice lie fancict lat as lie entercd te roout
lie saw Marîta lîasîily stitil soniething under te pile of
stockings iii lier basket. TItis appeared odd ta hlm, for
Marîlia v'cry se:ldont titi anyîiîing iiastily.

Onme afternoon, soon aftem Davidi came home, lus
wiie was summtoneti down stairs ta sce a cailer, and,
hurrietily rising. site put down lier work-bascct anti ic t
the rout. The basket was so near the etige of the

table tlia M r. R owley. noticing tuat it was in danger ai
falling on tue fluor, rase ta sea il back. As hie dIid su,
]lis cyes fell upoît soniethiing cxtrcîincly litiglit anti gay
wliich iay wiîtin il Inipt-let by cnriosity, andi tavin-g
noa conscicnuions; !scmples about lookirug aI luis wifc*s
work, lie took iîoid ai th gay abiject anti raised it liat
lie itiglit exanmine it. lie raised anti raiseti and raise:d,
titre sectitet tir no cati Ia il. At last lie lirv'd ut, te
gauidy tiiing at arnu's lcngflî. il was a stcckiitîg, made up
oi litorîr,nal stripes ai iack, andi reti anti yellow. il
was not fin islted, for a great part of the fout was wanting.

-lieavens! " titiglit Davidi iowley. Il Witat cani
tuiai lic fte Nti fur itc, snrcly, for 1 wear socks; andi
ii:at for iîercil 1 Ohi no, tat coulti neyer be '

%Villia bath lutntis lie iîcld lte stocking iy the îwo
tîpperr corners andti. aci at il.

.Tcu juchrs %vide 1 I saiti lie Il tiq ail of that
.ân- il it wec linisiicdl, i woulti be,-yer,, il woîtlt bI- a
y.in.ilocg' la 'itn arîli conti wc.var a sockingasbiig
ats liat*

As 1 - sooti %tari-ug aI tlac cxaggcrated liase, an idea
mtit 1. iuîu lc wwa' on the p'oit ai hursting out int
a 1.iili. , ri liae puli i i mr, a ciuckie.

i'- ltke li-r ! b e saidi. *1 It's pist like lier ' 1
1. ti i .l %.eî sieu as yonng as any of uhemii. 1 lieieve
'I.e i% yutnrr ':hi is going ta iîang uup titis stocking
s r ilre 1 fil, T1i i% wiiat sJi lias Iren Irving tu luitit-
Z1 1fti I 1 , it. %ht àII 0 itndri ii-uut'îni nututtiier of

stockings ta darn. Lord ! What a stocing! lie
saîd, as hc belli it up once more.

Ail riglit, Mrs. 1Rowlcy," said lie, IlSanta Claus
will attend to you ! I

And, as properly as lie kncev iow, lie rollcd up the
stocking and put il carefully under flie otiier articles in
the wvork-basket.

It was early on Chîristmnas rnorning ; cvcryîiiing was
qluiet iii doars and ot,-verytliing dJark out doors and
in, except for the ditit liglit given out by a niglit lanîp in
tlic clîaibr of MNr. and Mrs. Rowlcy. The good lady
wvas sleepinîg soundiy ; the more soundiy, perhaps,
because site fiad sat up flic previaus evening until lier
lîusband wvas in bcd and aslcep.

Mr. llowley wvas not asleep, lie was very widc
atvakc,-awake with i s cycs and awvakc wiîiî lis cars.
Therc wvas liglit cnougit for liîi ta sec bis stoci<ing wlaicli
liung on the left side of tic mantel picce, and lie per.
ccived that it looked vcry full and bîtlgcd out in nmany
places, A lively curiosity burncd wiflîin hinm, bit lie
did flot get up ta c.-aminc lbis siocking. On the otiier
side of the fircplace lie saw an enorinous stocking, gay
even in tlic duskiness of thc rooni, and liangingz iiaccid
and cmipty. 1lis 'vife bl all failli tîtat Santa Claus
would coule aroutid agaisi carly in the niorning.

Preseraîly le lîard a clock strike» six, and at tlic
sound lit quietly slippcd out of bed and dressed Iiibîuseif,
witlî the exception of lus slîoes. Mhien, withli s siippcrs
lu lus liands, lie stole down te softly carpeled stairs.
In the hll lie put on bis slippersl struck a wax match.
and made lits way ta tîte kitclicn, wvcrc L;e lit a iantcmn.
V'ery careful ta niake no noise Iviri boit or key, lie wcnt
down into the cellar and opencd tlic drafts af the
furnace, an ]tour at least before the lime at wiîicii tîtis
-iffice was generally pcrformcd by tue servant.

Mien lie carne up stairs again, iMm. liowlcy went
mbt tlic libramy witlî bis hantern ; tîten lie 'valked noise-
lessly into thie parlor. Tîtere lie stood by te register a
few mîinutes, and tiien lic wvcnt back ta the library. lie
sat dlown and listened. Severai times lie tool, out lus
hantern and lookcd at the clock. It sccined ta bia it
took a long tinte for tlîe liands to niove ta a quarter ta
seven.

liefore the minute band touciied nine, 41ir. Rowley
rose and went int the ball. Nery quietly lie drew back
lthe boit ta the front door, unf.tstcned the chain and
unlocked the door, ready ta tbe opened. Mlien lie
listened intcntly.

Ve*try soon lie lîcard fect ascending tile stone steps.
He gently opened the door and adnitced two rioiseiess
figures. T'îey were wonctî. Without a word, NIr.
Rowley conductedl thim into flic library andi sîtut tue
door.

Aiter sanie minutes af wltispered conversation, lthe
tiire came into tîte hall. One wonuan hlîcd the lantcrn,
so as ta liglit the stairs, andi the allier witlî Mr. Rowiey
qiiety acccnded. Sue carricti a biundle, and wlîen tiîey
reaclîcti tue citamber door, itey stopptil and listeneti.
lFinding thaI M1rs. 1Rowvley wvas stili asiccp, îlîey entereti
and .ipîroacliei the riglît biandi side af flic fireplace.
'l'le wornan gaz.cd aI ii great stoci<ing ulâicii hinng
licre, and as site did so, lier itiauth widc:ied and hem
cycs sparkled. but sie niadenosound. Tîten sle turneti
tu NIm. lRowleIy andi siook lier licati as if site saiti,
ITItis vill flot du." 1lc gazed liack at lier andi raised

bis ey.rw.as if lie avtM - Il "Why 'will it not do ?
Whlat is tire malter wiîhit ? *' Site sitool, lier liead

rigain andi stood for a momient, tiiinking. Sie looketi
about lier andi seeing a cusi- In on a luiinge. Sli( motioticd
ta Mr. Rowicy ta put il on the fluor. \%'lien tItis liati
hbea donc, shte gcntly laid lier butndie on thic tsiion.
\oiw Mie aplîroaclîcti Mr. Rowley and wiîispcred in his
car theword "Scissur-." Hie lookcil «t lier in surprise.
but soon produiceti a pair fronut a %vo k-table. *r'licîi she
îook dotvn lthr gru'at stock-ing, and liefare the anîazcd
cye'. i. -f I. Rowlcy, lite rtitîhiesly mit il fmoi the top
al] the way ta thie lieci,%o that il cotil lie' L.id open.

In rcpily t-, Nir. liowiey's look< of litarror, sie
wlttîspered

Il an't lic ltcIed . na other way. Il cani be sewcd
up again.-

Kricl:ng tdo'vn li. h eid of the r-na ctisliun, sise
opret the stocking ta its uanosU withzl. Site laid it
o'cr tue l'nndlc, entîrcly covering 1:, andti ucking it
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