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TRE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT,

and after conaultation with the fe ends there, T eamwe to
the conclusion that since we had delayed 8o long to oo-
cupy Brandon we could not poasibly Jose by a short de-
Ty ot tho prezent time, and might xein maeh by it The
frionds, howevey, appointed one of their nunber, Mr,
J. Howard, tu wet as seevetary for the Congregation-
alists of Braudon, to keep track of ane another, to
seek out others who iy from time to time settle in
the placy, and to serve na a welivm of communicas
tion with myself and the tlome Socioty, They have
also agroed to hold meetings nmong themselves from
time to time, so that even now we have the rudiments
of what 1 teust one day may be a strong aggressive
Cahgregational chureh in this Weatern city.

{ then veturned to Povtage la Prairie to begin por-
manent Chivistian wenk i the intexests of the Canada
Congrogational Misstonary Society, ono of the Bran-
don friends saying to wme ws I loft, “Qo and begin
work there, if there is work to be done, and we will,
at any rate, have a Congregational Church nearer us
than ever before.” That we havo a work to do here,
P'm convinced, but we shall have to be contented wiil
small things for a time, but the day of such things we
do not despise,

Wo have rented the Council Chamber for Sunday
services and comimenced in dead earncst our work
there on November 18. By the kinduness of Doctor
and Mras. Frauklin a room in Lansdowne College has
been put at our dispoeal for week night prayer meet-
ing, 8o that we have frirly launched out intothe deep,
and have let down our neta for a draught. There is
missiondry work to be done in the place, may the Mae-
ter help us to do it.

We are a little company, but we have given
our hearts and our hands to the works  That it will
be hard and discouraging at times, we fully expect ;
but we are knit together by the bonds of Christian
fellowship in the first place, and secondly by a con-
scientious love for our own denomination, so with the
Divine Master’s blessing and presence we go forward
to the succzes He secs beat to bestow.

A. W. GERrriw.

THE Rev. Mr. Jackson has been visiting several
Canadian centres in order to interest the friends of
mijssions in the World’s Missionary Conference to be
held in London next June. A meeting was held in
Toronto last week, at which Rev. Dr. Kellogg. pre-
sided. Revs. Dr. Castle, Professor MacLaren, Septi-
mus Jones, Elmore Harris, A. F. McGregor, and
Hor. John Macdonald and Mr. John L. Blaikie were
present. Sub-committees were appointed to confer
with the missionary boards of the different denomina-
tions in reference to the appointment of six delegates.
A committee was also appointed to designate suitable
persons to write papers on missionary topics, especi-
ally pertaining to this country, to be read before the
Counference.

PREACHING WITH AND WITHOUT
MANUSCRIPT,

A recent article in Macmitlan's Alagasine expresses
the opinion that written sermons are * gradually fall-
ing into something like disrepute,and extemporary dis-
courses'arc all the rage.” 1 am afrald that even the
latter class of discourses caunot, without considerable
exaggeration, be said to be *all the rage,” except it
be when some pulpit humourist like Sam Jones comes
along, which is not very often. ‘The undeniable fact
is, that preaching, whether with or without use of the
manuscript, is * gradually falling into something like
distepute.” \Vhy is this? There are mauny reasons
for it, quite independently of the main question,
Time was when people would go to church, and pa-
tiently hear long winded discourses from solemn-faced
divines, who spoke with “holy tone,” It was an in-
fiiction and a punishinent, but they endured it for the
good of their souls, They had much reverence, ton,
for the minister, aud regarded him as a kind of supers
human being, with whom coutact of some sort was
necszearsy in order to salvation.  But all this is of the
past, People know better now. They have lost faith
in solemt looks, holy tones and wearisome platitudes ;
and they know that the preacher is only a man, like
themselves ; in some cases, alas | not wmuch even af a
man. The public ave, no doubt, culpable for the want
of interest in preaching, to a certain extent, and 1 do
not wish to screen the guilty, any of them. But my
present object is more especially to address my breths
ren in the ministry, and ask them if we are not
largely responsible for that “something like disrepute,”
into which preaching has fallea ? [ have been out of
harness for nearly two years, owing to the state of my
health, and have come back to it with a firm persua-
sion that a thoroughly wide-awake winister need not
and will not lack hearers. In reviewing my own work
I see the two great defects—poverty of thought and
want of fire. I can see many more, but these loom
up as the two most prominent faults, and I think they
are those of the ministry generally, A sermon, whether
delivered from the MS., or exicmporaneously, needs to
be packed full of ideas. They are the fuel with which
the preacher is to make the fire. * While I mused,’
says David, “the fire burned.” The people must
have something to think about, if they are to be made
to feel. The preacher having got together a pile of
good fuel, in the shape of soul-stirring ideas, must
kindle a fire with them, by virtue of his own earnest-
ness. Noise is not earnestness. Those words which
which move all human souls most deeply, such as
“mother,” “home,” and *“heaven,” are softly-spoken
words. Lovers are in earnest, but do not vociferate,
Noise is the crackle of a fire of thorns, earnestness
the glow of a furnace.  The furnace of true pulpit
earnestness must be lighted in the study, and brought




