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NOTICE?

Mr Wi, Revell han hindly undertaken the
Lusiness managene nt of the It rrsoent. I
the futnre, therefere all remuttances and letter«
about the subscrp tion, O complamts <hould
be addrca-od to b, Boy 2648, PO, Forento,
and all articles for msaton, newa of chielies,
Ko, to Managing tiiter, e nddress,

Mr A Christie, 0 Wilton
tinue te atterd to the business of the Conpgrepn.
tional Publhial i Company, incdduding arrears
for the Inprriserst and tbe Yenr Book.

We would esll the attention of our roaders to
their labels.  Ali whose <ubseaptions expired
Jan., ®l. or vnler, are now due another year.
Wil they please remat,

We want as many items of news of the
churches as possible, but will our correspond-

\venue, will con-

|

[ the surrender of Congregationalism

ents be BRIEF , our spree 1 hmted, and we dis-

like to cut down.

THI: MEETING OF THE CON-
GREGATION AL UNION QF
ENGLAND AND WWALES,
The meeting of our brethren in the

old land appears to have been per-

vaded by a spirit worthy of those
whom we rejoice to call our fathers,

Noble prinaples were enunciated,”
frank confessions made, carnest re-

solves also, and the putting mto ex-
ecution begun.  Qur Union will be
meeting as these lines come into the
hands of our rcaders. God grant
that we may write our record in as

noble a spint as our friends in Eng-

land have written cherrs.,
The clection for chairman pro-
mised a storm, which happily sub-

sided as the result became known, ;

Mr. McFadyen, of Manchester, as
our friends already know, having
received a very large majornity of
votes.  Speaking of the interchange
of deputations between the Congre-

gationalists of England and Amer-;

ica, the Union Committee recorded
their conviction that great “advan-
tages would come to Congregation-
alism on both sides of the Atluntic
if closer and more frequent inter-
course could be established between
the churches of the two countries ™
May we not hope, though *a httle
sister,” to have a share in such ad-
vantages ?

The year past has witnessed the
removal of some notable worthies
from the Congregational rauks to the
church triumphant.  Dr. John Wad-
dington, the church histonan:; Wm
Cronficld, a merchant prince ; Sir
Chailes Reed, who served his gene-
ration faithfully, and manifested the
possibility of an active Christian
politician ; Edward Miall, too, a
sketeh of whose life, cronwded out of
two successive issuss of the INbDE-
PLNDBEN, appears this week :and we
can only cche the prayer of our
Enghsh brethren, * May the places
of these and other good men, who,
durmy the year, have been called to
their reward, be in due tune filled by
men who will serve Chrst in the
Chutch andin the world with energy
and faithfulness cqual to theirs!™

The address of the present chair-
man. Di. Allon was upon * Congre-
zationahisin,”™ which he justly de-
claves " has no mean record

- debts.

to the fact that this is the jubilee

year, and that the Uniton which was
launched forth as an experiment,
has proved it right to be by the
fact that the ifty years of 1ts evst-

cnce have witnessed the doubling of

Congregational strength, e Allon
savs,  Thetditting note of our jubilee
celebration s the one hundred and
thind P<aln”

Of charch orgamzation the te-
mark 1- made, " they are more than
churches, they are organisis which
the hie shapes foritself and through
which it petforms  its tunctions
not adentical with life, nor essential
to at. but developed  congruousty
with it and presumably m the tittest
wav o eypressier 1t Speahing of
umon Do Allan wisely <ave, Al
assocation nvolves  compromise
sance everase of ndinadual hiberty
1~ surtendered for the sake of con-

cetted actton, dut the surrender of

e e qutonomy 1s tnpossible ioithout

7/
Complamt is made that the
papers which represent the denom-

¢ . . 1
ination are doomed to a painful and .

precarious  struggle for  eaistence,
we hardly think, however, from
their vigorous look that they are re-

duced to sucha starvation allowance !

as has been measured out to the
LipEPEXDENT duning our eighteen
months occupancy of the editorial
chair. :
Speaking of the relation of Con-
gregational churches to orthodoxy
and free thought, Dr. Allon says,
* No great heresy of the Church
has been gencrated by us. Roman-
1sm boasts of ro converts from us,
Rationalism very few: evangelical
EZpiscopalians have become converts
to both, Unitarianism passes into
the latter.  Neither boasts of evan-

welical  Congregational  churches
as a nursery or preserve.  Our

theology has been both reverent and
frece  H to accept the revelation of
Christ as our final authority m all
fundamental factsbe bondage. in this
bondage were our fathers held, and
we are not ashamed of their bond-.
Subject to this exclusive authority,

~we ~tand fast in the liberty where-

with Christ makes us free.” The
closuinyg lines of the address are wor-
thy of praverful study. *“Our sole

faith and hope in Congregationalism |
arc in its religious hife, in the spirit- !

ual relations to God upon which it

insists, in the responstbility: of the .

individual man which it recognizes,
in the <piritual picties and fine-toned
puritics which are its sanctions and
its bonds. and in its broad concep-
tion of the religiousness of life, and
of the conscecration which it demands |
«f us It has no sanction, no call-
g, but the life that it can inspire.
Failing the inspiration of a true life, ;
it must signally perish ; falling short
in this inspiration, it must take with'
shame the lower place. Greatly
realizing this, no weapon formed
against it shall prosper. It is a
curch of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth.”

The cursc of church debt lies upon
our lngiish brethren as on us ; they :
confess to burdens upon  church |
butldings to the amount of $2,500.-
0o, which means $100,000 annually
spent onnterest. When did Christ
commission His Church to enrich
the moncy-lender 2 There 1s to be
a jubilee effort to wipe out thesc
Can wc antedate our jubilee

1chgiousannals.” Drawing attention | thus?

The Church Vid and Home Mis-
sionary - Society s working  nobly,
“and an effert is to be made to raise
the minimwm salary of pastors to
L1350, 0r §;30.
vear were $200,000
churches have become truly Inde-
pendent, and achnowledge the true
mdependency of gratitude by turn-
ing round and helpimg others, and a
gratifying increase s noted through-
out the whole body
Missionary Society, which is really
the Foragn Missionary Society of
Fnglish Congregationalism, reports
an mcome during the past y ca of in
round numbers  $3500,000"

A perusal of the procecdings of
the Union give cot “dence i the
present and future o1 our brethren
at home, and the fearlessness with
which they expose their weak ponts
is a sure indication of moral stiength,
May some of thar spmt and pros-

perity be ours, and as we draw the

Iimes closer with them, may we prove
“as worthy of their confidence and

esteem as they assuredly are of ours.

Qur space forbids mue.

. - .
EDWARD MIALL.

' In the short notice we gave when
ithe news of Mr. Mall's  death
reached this country, we promised
a fuller sketch when the materials
"came to hand.

been expected, a very full biograph-
ical memoir of ats founder, its first,
cand many vears, cditor. It is, of

course, much too long for mmsertion

here; we can only insert a few gen-
eral facts, and the outline of his
I hfe.

Mr. Miall was born in Ports-
mouth, in 1809, and consequently

fwas seventyv-two yearsof age : and, !
his family removing to London, was .

educated at St. Saviours Grammar
. School, Southwark.

i Having made up his mind to en-
ter the ministry. he went to Wy
lmondley  College, Suffolk,—after-
lwards Coward College, and subse-
| quently merged in New College, St.
 John's Wood. In 1831, at the
carly age of 22, he accepted an in-
“vitation to the Independent Church
"at Ware--a small sphere that facili-
Ctated his studious habits—and in
.the following 1ecar he married
Louisa.daughterof Edward Holmes,

lieve, to the college he had lately
lefty. Here, as subsequently else-

I'he receipts for the
Many aided

The London .,

The Nonconformust,
of May 5th, supplies, as might have!

Esq., of Clay-hill ttreasurer, we be- |

'

Both by My Miall and M. Mursell,
- the State-Church question, 1n its re-
lation to New  Testament  Chris.
(tianity, the actuities of relignon,
the polity of nations, the natute of
the human mind atself, was deeply
pondered. The professional convic-
tions thus enlarzed and deepened by
reading and thought. they expresed
with an unprofessional emphasis,

The idea of starting 4 new paper
to take up « more  uncompromising
attitude i ccelesiastical matters did
not actually onginate with Mr Miall,
though it at once enlisted his ardent
sympathies and co-operation $he
first requisite was to find a com-
petent editor Anattempt to secure
the services of a gentleman of the
hghest eminence and of tried ex-
perience as a pubhce writer—Ffnled
Mr. Miall and Mr. Mursell had gone
to London for that purpose, and re-
turnced home disappointed.

s they returned, they were pacing
» together the rathw ayplatform at Rug-
“bhy,waiting for the lewcester tram,
Suddenly, as the circumstance s
Jtoid, Mr Mursell said to his com-
-panion, * You must do it yoursclf.”
. The answer of Mr. Miail, was that
i the idea was altogether new to him;
cand it was casy to conceive much of
| what would immediately come to the
ilipsof a man committed to the
Christian ministry, scttled, to his
tmind, as the pastor of a church, and

with a rising family to be consid-
ered.

I Mr. Miall tinally made up his mind
to undertake the oncrous duty, after
 taking counsel with reliable friends,
among whom may be mentioned
John Foster and John Childs, and
| the first number of the Nonconform-
st was  launched on the 14th of
Apnl, 1841,

To his other labors the editor of
the Nowconformst added those of

preaching on Sundays., e was in
Igreat request as a supply in many
'of the pulpits of London, especially
rat the Gravel Pits, Hackney, where
ke took a monthly service.  As his
public labors increased, Mr. Miall
' found it necessary to discontinue for
| the most part his pulpit services.

One of the carliest practical re-
:sults ef the establishment of the
| Nonconformest was the foundation
vof ** The British Anti-State Church
r Association,” the name of which
was changed in 1847 tothatof “The
: Socicty {for the luberation of Re-
ligion  from State Patronage and

| Judgment,

"of Hertfardshire,

'age—we may quote the following

"sketch, published as far back as

where, Mr. Miall won the esteem | Control,” or, as it is now popularly
and aflection of his people by his called, “The Liberation Society.™
devotion  to his duties, his sound ! Mr. Miall’s chief aim was to produce
prudent  beaning, and in the minds of Nonconformists, in
amiable qualities.  After his three  the first instance, a deep conviction
years' pastorate in this small town ) of the evil nature, and the pernici-
Mr. Miall was!ouas results of State interference
called to a wider sphere of useful- . with religion, and to urge the duty
ness, having in 1834 cccepted an; of strenuous and persistent aggres-
invitation  to  the Independent ' sive efforts to strike at the root of
Church assembling in Bond Street, the tree. instcad of only secking,
Leicester. Relative to s settlement | and that but occasionally, to destroy
in Leicester—hewas thenz3 yearsof | its branches.

The first Anti-State-Church Con-
excellent  biographical | ference was held on the 3oth April,
, 1844, and two following days, and,

from an

“18352, in the  Monthly  Christian ; considering the circumstances of the
Spectator - — times, was extraordinarily success-

In this town hc soon formed a |ful. Necarly 800 delegates were ap-
close iriendship with the Rev.|pointed; there was unanimity, carn-

J. P. Mursell, the successor of Robert » estness, and enthusiasm, and the in-
Hall.  Mr. Murscll's vigorous char- | tention of the Conference wasrealized
acter seems to have exerted atimely | in the launching of the new organi-
influcnce on the less practical intel- | zation.  \While, however, there were
lect of his friend.  Theirintercourse { present some of the ablest Noncon-
turncd much on the ecclesiastical | formists of the time, many others
and political topics of the day.!held aloof from the movement, and




