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WC %%oul ill'itc the attention of our readers to the
aîîîîouliceineît iu ouir advertising colunmins by Mr. J. C.
MaI.ckilîtoshl, the wveli kiiown baîîker aîîd broker of
H-alifax, wl'ho offers te nlvestors a portion of the 8 per
cent. nie% prefèrence stock of the Nova Scotia Steel &
Forge Comnpanîy, liiînited. Ncearly one hlînf of tlîis
stock fis aniouinced as already taken by the prcsent
stocklitlders of the coînpany. l3ciîg preferrcd stock
and a first claini upon tie coînpany tîmese eilit per
cent. slîares %vill doubtless be spcedily taken.

Uiîder the direction of Prof. Robertson at Perth,
Ont., a înaiinnîoth che(ese lias been nade as one of
Canada's conîtributions to the World's Fair at Chicago.
Th'le checese is 6 fee(-t ilîi, 9 feet iii diaineter, and wveiglis
22,000 pouinds. 0f course a «'Iioop'" or iiiould hand to
be cxpressly miade for the mnanufacture of this giaut,
and %vas inainily of iron. The l)robleitî of turniîîg the
clicese at least twice a w'eek, so as to cure it properly,
ivas a difficuit oie, but lias been satisfactoriiy solv'ed
by iniechanical applianices, wvhicli require two mnî to
operate. By May ist it wiil be ready for slîipineît to
Chxicago. After the close of the Chicago e.xhibit thfs
great checese wviil, it is said, be sliipped to :Englaiid.

The Internationial Moîietary Conference, whichi is to
ineet at ]3russels duriiîg the present inontlî, is looked
forward to %vitlh a good deai of interest by finîanciers
on both continecnts, îîîaiîîly witlî reference to its action
0o1 the silver question. It secîxîs pretty certain that,
owiîîg to the fall iii the value of silver iu ludia, tixose
flritisli bailks closely conîiîcted witl± iîdiaîî finîances,
anîd wvhose securities have decliined seriously with the
fall of silver, wviil favor sucli actionî as promises to
bring silver up more îîearly to a gold stanîdard. The
representatives froin thc Unîited States wvili Iniques-
tioîîably fiîxd pretty stroîîg syxmpathizers and effective
co-workers oit the Iiie of bi-inetalisin iii Englaîîd,
tlîoughi its advocates, as we uîxderstaîîd, do îlot propose
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or expect auy radical ineasures at preseut. Tiliere are
clearly two sides to this silver question, and it is to Lie
hioped thiat a free consultation ainoîig th(: ablest
financiers iii tlîe world wvili resuit ini the adoption, of
uîcasures for the universal good.

Howv rarely it is the case thant invcntors ruai.c. au
adequate pectîîîîary reward for tlieir labors is btîîikilîgl)
ilitîstrated by statistics mnade public by tIi. Cun.
iiîissioîîer of Patents for tue United Statu,,. Tlîat
officiai gives a record for sceveîî years-froin izSt
i891, iîîclusive-of the patents issued aîîd tilt tbý,ign.
inients of the saine mxade for ecdi year. Trc.t total
nunînber issucd -%vas 162,418, anîd the assig'iltîîenî malle
131,757. This giv'es a percentage of assigntîîients ho
issues ol8.12 per ceuit. '.rîus it.appears that o'. er four.
fifthis of ail the patents issued passed out of tlt lîailds
of the inveutors, ii nîany cases doubtless for a nitre
Song, aîîd slirevd mn have reaped whecru iîî'.vîîîn.e
genlius lîad sowvu.

Thei stateient of revenue and expeîîditure by the
Doînixiion governîmnît for Septexuber shows a 1lirgc
iiiîcease iii the formier aîîd decrease i the latter, as
comîpared. %itiî the prcvious Septenîber. For Stelî.
ber, 1 S92, the revenue wvas $3.283,968 and the expeuîldi-
turc Sî,604,5o6, against S3,175,880 and#' Sî. 47,4 1-
respectively in i89 i. For the flrst quarter of tilt fiscal
ycar coînpared Nvitil the saine period Iast year the
figures are as follows:


