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“Contemporary Thought.

Nosooner has the <snow disappearcd fiam the

tidges, than the hatdy Apive towes of the Arctic
commence with wonderful vigom theis short exis

tence of growth, sone of them actually rushing up !

s0 hear the disappeating snuw-banks that with the
foot they could be bent overagainst them. T have
read of polar fravellers who have seen this Hora
force its way through a thin layer of soft snow in
its eagerness (o begin existence, —=ZLicut, Sihieatha,

Turre are many in the schooltoom who are
very well content to let things po as theyate. One
such said the other day : **I puess the hinds of
schools that educated Daniel Webster and Henry
Clay are good enough for me”  We don't belicve
that the schouls cducated these men 5 they did
very little for them § nature was stwrong iu them
and educated in spite of defective schooling 3 the
tendency of nature is to educate.  \We claim that
wan should aid, not obstruct, these tendencivs, -
ZTeackers' fmstitute.

AMONG the things which thiny-five years ago
went to take up the crime of high treasonin lialy
was the pussession of a Bible,which was in the list
of revolutionary and forbidden beoks, and for a
man 1o own it was 1o subject him to prison, the
galieys, and even to death,  Now Bible depols are
established in every Italian city, and itinerant ven-
dors cisculate the ook freely.  Ina conspicuous
store in the Corso, Rome, a whole window is filled
with copies of the Italian version of the Scriptures.
The New Testament can be purchased for tive
cents, and a separate gospel for two.—Chicago
Herald,

THINKERS have done wose 1o twin the world
upside down than militasy hetoes.  Galileo with
his telescope gave the world more lasting gifts
than Casar 3 \Watts’ achievements with the steam
engine surpass the trophies of Matlborough at
Blenhicim, or Welington at Waterloo : and Edison
has more thoreughly impressed himsetf upon the
civilization of the age than Napoleon. It pays to
train up 2 1ace of thimkers.  The time is coming
when the world can get along withow guns or
fortresses, but it will wever come when it can pet
along withuut teachers and schoothonses, — A mere-
can _forrnil.,

SnuGeaks will find solace in the growing
belief in the restormive powes of sleep, but they
must remember that teo much sleep is quite as in-
jurious as too litie. Dr. Malins, in a recent
lecture at Birmingham, said thay the beain re-
quired twelve hours of sleep at four years old,
gradually diminishieg Ly houts and halfl hours 1o
ten hours at {ourteen, and thence o eight hours
when the body is full grown and formed. Gocthe,
in his most active productive period, needed nine
hours, and took them ;3 Kant--the most laborious

of students--was strict in uever taking less than |

seven.  Nor docs it appear that those who have
systematically teied 1o cheat nature of this chief
right have been in any sense gamers of time for
their work. Tt may be a parados, but is not
the less a truth that what is given to sleep is
gained to lahour.

Tne advance of the Jadies is as marvetlous as it
is irresistible.  Here is Miss Dolores Liconatt-y-
Casanovas, M. 1., who has st taken her doctor’s
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degree at Barcelona,  She began her unjversity
studies at the age of cight, when thirteen she be.
came a BLA., and now, at the sipe age of nincteen,
afier coming out tirst in all her examinations, and
taking numectons prizes, she is a fully qualified
physician and surgeon.  Faacy a female B.A, of
13 discouning on hideons discares with sia-syl-
tabled names, and correctly diagnosing and pre-
~cribing for her brothers and sisters * But it is
what we have got 1o expect, and the fair Spaniand
is o be congratulated rn being the fiest of her sex
to show what can be done in the way of rapid de-
velopment.  Miss Dolores, &e., may be fairly
addressed, bke her namesake sung of by Mr,
Swinburne, as ** wise among women and wisest,
our Lady of Pain-- Pall Mall Guzette,

Goverxmext by kings wentout of fashion in
this country when Chatles Stuart lost his head.
Government by the House of Lords perished with
Gatten and old Sarum. 1t is possible that gov-
ernment by the House of Commons way equally
become out of date 2 Without venturing into the
dim and bazardous region of prophecy, it is
cnough to note that the tend of cvents is in that
direction.  Government teads ever downwards.
Nations hecome nore and nrore impatient of in-
termediaries between themselves and the exercise
of power.  The people are converting govern-
ment by representatives to government by dele-
gates,  If a deputy or a member votes against the
wishes of his constituents, he is denounced as a
usurper, cven if he he not cashicred as a traitor.
Side by side with this ever-strengthening tendency
may he observed a scientific development render-
ing possible the realization of the popular aspira-
tions.— W7, 7. Stead in Contemporary Kevier,

Tieke is less difficulty in German girls of the
middle class finding suitable partners for life than
is the case in the same class in England. German
girls, av a matter of course, take their share in
houschold work : this does not prevent their being
frequently  very  accomplished,  often excellent
musizians, but it does prevent a great deat of rest
lessuess and vague discontent. A young man
who magries in that class knows that he may
reasonably expect his bride to bea goud house-
wife. I he is in the upper middle class, for
instance a shopkeeper, his wife often keeps the
accounts of the siop.  § have wondered at the
clusc attention 1o business details shown by women
who might have eapected to be spared such exer-
tions 3 but 1 was assured they preferred to be
thus occupicd, partly in order to save for their
children, It scemsd to me that the master and
mistress in wost shops were on friendly tenmns
with their assistants, who were permitted 10 rest
at intervals during the day i & roem hehind the
shop.—7%e Natioral Review.

Tue sad recital of deaths from drovning which
have occurred at various patts of our coast duting
this summer may well impress upon us the need,
tou little regarded, that every capable member of
the community should learn to swim. We have
gonce so far as to advoeate the inclusion of swim-
ming as an essential branch of cducation.  Some
parhaps, may think that our view is an eatreme
one 3 they may tell usthat fatalities from drowning
do not, after all, greatly swell the registered death
rate, unless, indeed, we include these due to ship-
wreck, and that physical educadon may be

"¢ s altogether a creature of habit, . .
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regacded as an optional form of traimng, for which
taxpayers would object 1o become tesponsible,
From such a line of argument we feel obliged to
differ.  \When we consider how geeat a portion of
aur popilation live at the coast, bow many of these
fullow a scaman's calling, to what exigencics even
the dwellers in inland districts may be exposed,
and are often fa ally exposed, by the chances of an
occasional -¢a voyage, or by] the customary visit
10 the sea side, it appears to us at least highly exs
pedient that swimming should be included in the
cumpulsory school conrse. Tt must be remembered
that the time or trouble involved in teaching this
art is nothing in compari-on with that required for
intellectual study,  The further steps of practice
poceed without tuition,  Admission to baths is
not costly, the habit acquired is never lost, and the
gain is invaluable, —Zondon Lancel,

*CTiaT which surprises and pesplexes all those
who intzrest themselves in the su-called Nihilists
is the incomprehensible contrast between their
tersible and sanguinary methods and their humane
and enlightened ideas of social progress—a con.
trast that is suggested most foreibly by their per.
sonal qualities.” We might remark that the
personal quality has nothing to do with assassina-
tion, * Be wy brother, or 1 will murder you,”
wasa frequent cey duting the French Revolution,
and as to that, the sweetness of Robespierre ap-
pears in its prettiest light, when, secing a lady
step on her spaniel, Robespicrre said to her:
4 Madame, have you no feelings 2" It is impos-
sible not to agree with Stepniak that the Govern-
ment of Russia is one ill suited to the present age,
that there is corruption in all its departusents, but
at the same time the efforts of a corrective charac.
ter, as employed by the Nihilists, are of the most
illogical and horrible nature, and if successful
would lead to chaos. If Stepniak is 1o be credited,
we are 10 put down the Nihilists in Russia assome
15,000,000, and the number ** always increasing.”
e docs not attempt to lessen the danger hanging
over the head of the Nihilist,  The “illegal man”
—-that is, the conspirator in Russia, who has no
status with the police—does not expect to live
more than two yeats.  ““Man,” writes Stepuiak,
By
merely having it every day before his eyes, hemay
brecome so used to death that he will not think of
it." That the stiuggle has not ceased in Russia
Stepniak insists upon : ** As things areat present,
nobody but a fool can feel certain as to the tran.
quillity of a country any more than one can sleep
peacefully in a house under which a barret of dyna-
mite is concealed.”  To-day, as in their commes-
ciat relationship all countrics are inter-dependent,
so the political conditions of one state have their
cifects on another. Because great wrongs have
Leen inflicted on Russians, Poles, Bohemians,
these menin their desperation have become crazed.
Unfortunately for us, unable to understand those
relations which exist between the people and the
Administration of the United States,whose officers
are ¢ ssen by the people, these foreigners have
brought 1o this country their mad ideas, A Step-
niak will ncver bring about a happicr Russia, but
from his teachings he produces such infamous
creatures as 2 Most and a Parsons.—Frons ** T4e
Russian Storm Closed ; or, Russia in her Relation
to Neightonring Countries,” hy Stepniak.



