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the war causes to neutrals as well as to belligerents, and they
deplore them; but they do not hold themselves responsible for
them, having in no way either willed or provoked this war, and
they strive to reduce these damages in the measure compatible
with the inexorable exigencies of their defence against the violence
and the wiles of the enemy.

“Tt is with satisfaction, therefore, that they take note of the
declarat’ i that the American communication is no wise associated
in its origin with that of the Central Powers transmitted on the
18th of December by the Government of the United States.
They did not doubt, morcover, the resolution of that Government
to avoid even the appearance of a support, even moral, of the
authors responsible for the war.

“The allied Governmenis feel 1t their duty to challenge in
the most friendly, but also in the clearest way, the analogy
drawn bhetween the two groups of helligerents.  This analogy,
based on public declarations of the Central Powers, is in direet
conflict witli the evidence, both as regards responsibility for the
past and guarantees for the future.  President Wilson, in alluding
to this analogy, did not, of ¢ urse, intend to adopt it as his own.

“If there 1s an historical fact established at the present date,
it is the willful aggression of Germu.ny and Austria-Hungary to
insure their hegemony over Europe and their economie domina-
tion over the world. By her declaration of war, hy-the instant
violation of Belgium and Luxemburg, and by her methods of
warfare, Germany has proved that she svstematically seorns
every principle of humanity and all respect due to small States.
More and more, as the struggle has progressed, has the attitude
of the Central Powers and their allies, been a constant challenge
to humanity and civilization. Is it necessary to recall the horrors
that marked the invasion of Belgium and of Serbia, the atrocious
regime imposed upon -the invaded countries, the massacre of
hundreds of thousands of inoffensive Armenians, the barbarities
perpetrated against the populations of Syria, the raids of Zeppelins
on open towns, the destruction Ly submarines of passenger
steamers and of merchantmen even under neutral flags, the
cruel treatment infiicted upon prisoners of war, the juridieal
murders of Miss Cavell, of Captain Fryatt, the deportation and
the reduction to slavery of civil populaiions, ete.?  The execution
of such a series of crim -8 perpetrated without any regard for
universal reprobation {ully explains to President Wilson the
protest of the allies.

“They consider that the note which they sent to the United
States in reply to the German note will be a response to the




