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must he undertaken at no very distant date. In such an event, with a
national museum erected, it is easy tu see 'vhat a power foi- good
scientitie wvoik such a saciie as that 110W 1wto1>osed wotnld be, iii the
con tributiomî not oniy of 'vonderftul ani valuable inaterials to every
bralICI Of -NIturaIl HistoIry, buIt in the great collections of implortant
sc-enti ic <tata that constantly accrue. Titronghout ail the province-% of
this Dominion w'lich I have v'isited, many Iîersons interested in sonie,
one of tlie var-ious branchies of Nataral History miii Uc fourid. Botany,
ornithology, entoujoiogy, Pe., ail have their students anion- lxarsns
whose tastes incline tUwmi to the study of the niany objects of interest
which are coinuîon to every one of Natuire's fields. These observations

are, howvever, checked or hinder-ed by the fact, that there are nu local
societies in nmost of' these places wvhere assistance in cleterinining the

specimens can be found, unles, indeed, at considerable expense; and
aiso h)y a lack of opportunity for presenting the facts ohtained, many of
which are of very great importance to the scientiflo wvor1d, and by

means of wvhich tie results can he made known to the hiost of Ipersons
interested in snich Iursuits. To ail such workers the methods of the

Ottawva Fietd.Natturaiistq' Club niust commend theniselves heartily,
siîice in the work of this club thiere is an iîonest effort made to
acquire as wvell as to imiparý information iii nearly ail thie brnches of
Natu raI History. £' can sce, therefore, no reason why this society,
having already shaken off the local trammels which once bound it

according to the ternis of its original constitution, should uîot go on stili
further and enlarge the scope of its operations to an indefinite extent by
incorporating in its ranks the best talent fonnd in ouir ligh Schools
and other erltcational centres throughout, the length and breadth of Or

country, as wel1 ais ail those whose tastes incline them to the study of

the natural sciences.

To this it maay be objected by sonie that local societies are aIrcady
ini existence in the severai provinces, and therefore there is no field ieft

for extending the scope of our own society in this direction. It is true
that such societies exist in cities like Halifax,, St. John, Quebec,
Toronto, Ottawa and Winipiegy, but of many, ani in fact most of

these, the work is of a différent character to that contemplated by the


