
148

for so long a tinte, whien so miteh good worlc wvas. being donc in almost;
every other department.

Mr. Amii bore testimiony to the excellence of' the lecture, consider-
ing the vastiiess of the field it covered. and thouighb that the animais
of this district cotuld be workced up wiLlî Comparative case.

Dr. Ells mnoved a vote of tbanks, and statedl thiat lie, as a mnember
of the staff of the geological suirvey, would he glad to assist any one
-%vho took tip the sttudy of any branchi tlîa lie knew anything of. by
either taking thein to th-e field wvith liita or by slîowing them. anythirig
lie cotild ait the muiiseumii.

The vote of thanks wvas seconded by îUr. Lees.

Mr'. Taylor, in replyig to the vote of thanks, said lie hiad just
been reading in a scientifie paper that there were only seven species of
reptiles in Canada, wvhicli showved the utter ignîorance wvhicli existed on1
the sul)ject, and ventured to say that :ît least that nunîber of species
could be found withîn a, radius of one mile froin whiere tlîey were
standin.g.

The sixth lecture, on the 25th. of February, 'vas to liave been, upon,
Botany, by Prof. MUacoun, but lie 'vat mucli too iii to attend the
meetingy. A t the requcst of the president, Rev. G. WV. Taylor delivered
a lecture iipon Concbology, in vLich lit slîowed hiniseif to be a tîlorougl
master of his subject.

The seventh lecture, on Mardli 4th, 'vas by M.J. Fletclher upon-
]3otany. The possibility of studying botany at ail tintes of tlîe year
was clainied, and the investigations which could be inosit advantageously
carried on diiringt the 'vinter moiîths dvelt upon at some length. The
differerit fornis of buds wveie referred to, and some specirnens of buds o'f
Lilue ivere exhibited, whvhli ad been made to expand by placing the
twigs in wvater inside the bouse. The life of a, plant was sketched and
the uses of the diffierent orgins indicated.

The eiglîtlî and last lecture of the course 'vas delivered by the
president, Mr'. Robert Whyte, upon the afternoon of Mfardi i ith.
l'The best way to study Botany" was explained in a lueid and attractive
mariner. Wliere, whien, and hiow to colleet and preserve specimeDs
wvere described, and the delighits of thie study dwelt tipon in such a
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