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A few were dried and then forwarded to Prof. Charles Peck, New
York State Botanist, wvho i3 the highiest aiithority on Agarics in

America. lie reporteci that, thie mushroom in question vWas related to
the edible one, that it liad been found in New York State and in

France. Rie said that in France it wvas looked upon -%vith suspicion

but for his own part lie did not think it 'vas poisonous, thougli owinD,
to its woody nature and unpleasant srnell lie did net set muoh value on
it. lIs scientiflo îîame is Agaricus Rodmn-zni, liaving, beon named after

its discover. It differs froin the commion mu liroorn in liaving un xun-
pleasat sraeli while beiîig oooked, iii being quite firm and not expanding,
near]y se muoli, and in the stem being quite, large wvhere it joins the

-cap and tapcning to the point wvioh seeins to enter the soil to some
depthi.

There are fuilly thirty species of odible niushiroonis along the road-
sides, in woods, ioadows, and pastures arotund Ottawva, yet those igno-
rant of this fact, persist in rejectiîîg goodl Agarics and partaking of dole-
tenious ones sinmply bocause thecy look like the coniînon niushirooin.

If the following simple directions îvore followed no poison noed lie
j)oiSOfed and inuoeli vahiable food cotild be col!ooted evory nLutumn by
those dosirous of doing se. At present 1 have fine muiishrooins ga1thered
ziearly ten years since thîte, j tst as %velI suited for th tzble now as

thieywere when colleotod. In othoer countnies this practice of drying

innshroonis for future use is oxtens'ively practirecd an(l tiiere is no0 ro-ason
why we should iîot do the saine boere.

Directions for te-stiîîg Mslî;rooiins or Agarics of ail kindas
(1.) lRejoct ail that bave an inleasant sineil cithoer in a rawv state

or whien cookin.
(2)If the, siineli is pleasant clie-v a, snial portion of Ulic rawt speci.

mien aid swallow tlieilico. If a bniring sensaition is feitiii thienouthi
-or- throat the iushî-oomi is more or Iess poisonous and shouid ha rejeot-
ed. On the other band if the tasto is pleiasant the niîusbirooni is odlible.
Ail pufi -balîs are edible as long as the spor-es ai-e whlite, wlion the inside
hegins to turn vellow tho spocinîcîls shoîild be thirown awvay.

An interestinc, discussion on the value of musli-oorns as food
.followed the roading of this papoî-, ii -whici IMr. Whyte, MNI. Ballan-
-tyne and M-Ha-rgtoita took place. iMr. Fletcher- spoke of some of


