
ioS THE MESSENGER 0F THE SACRED HEARI

liad had no heart for a fratricide war, and now thiat his lift
was about to pav the penalty, hie wvas glad that lie could lay
no mnan's deathi to bis charge. H-e was innocent of that.
at any rate.

The things lie liad seen ami suffered (lurinig the last few
mionths liad given Iiiim a dread of life. He hated to think
of leaving bis mother bebind huiin iu this sad worlcl - his,
niother wl'honi lie loved so dearly, who liad always been -A,
nexpressibly good to hirn ; but lie coniforted limiiself withl

the thouglit that before long shie would corne, too - shie
could xîot have mucli more suffering to unider.go. she wvas d-o-
weak wlien lie last saw hier, three rnontbs ago.

dKiss me again, my dear b)oy," shie liad said, " for 1
feel that 1 inay never again see you."

And, lie thouglit, sadly, as lie stood in the cornnandan C.,
*iffice, if tliey wvould only trust him - would give hlmi oul%
one hour of liberty - how lie w'ould mun to lier and thenl
corne back and give buminseif into the bauds that liungerted
for bis life. He would give bis -%.ord, and lie would keep
it. Why not ? Save bis inother - and she, too, wvas dviing
- there was no one to regret bis fate. To see lier again.
to kiss lier dear lips once more, console, encourage lier, and
leave lier liopeful - then lie would face deatli bravely.

Rewas ini the rnidst of these sad reflections wlien the~
commandant, followed by several officers, approaclied hlmi.

"Now, niy fine fellow, you and I bave a score to setule.
voit know wliat awaits you ?"3

Ves-, General; and 1 arn ready."
Really ? So ready as ail that ? Von are not afraid of

daatl ?
"Less than of life. I have seen so inucli the last -ix

nmontms - sncb awful things - deatli seems, better thin
sucli a life. "

I wager yon would not liesitate if i gave you % c'ur
choice. If I said 'Put your best foot foremost and .hi
me how soon yon can be ont of sighl'you would soon he
,off, I'11 warrnt."


