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and this day, for any thing you know, may prove THOUGHTS FOR THINKERS, iimstrative of the spirit in which a fallen and guilty
to be your kaste  Your nature, remeinber, 18 tral, — man shall approach the Saviour thun the dependent
—yoare luvle to acadenty sud the seeds of dis-y R Land helpless suppliancy of a hittle child,  Heisnot
sofulion are sown m jour drame.  Awahe then And Jesus called a hiule cluld unto Jum, and ' ashaned 1o confess Iug weakness, for he 18 cone
from your wihl 10 eiies uf fauey, and boast not o 8¢t bt e the wndst of thewm, aud sad, Yerly
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scions that hie Lag no strength m - hunself, save to

to-tmorrow, hnowing nol what a day nor wiat an express his willingness and his wants; he does
hour may bring fotthe not sctuple to surrender his will, because he feels
Behold this dieamer that cometh last! He s

one who imagines that all religon 1s a farce, and

that there is no occasson to be concerned about - 3.4

turity.

It must appear to every one that this person also
is under a futal defusion,” Is 1t not reasonable to
suppose, that we should respect the Most High,
and pay rehigious homage 1o the greut Sovereizn of
the umverse 3 durely stis, ¢ Great s the Lond,
and theretore greatly to be feated; he 1s to be
adured 1n the assembly of the samts, and had
1everence by all that “are_abont hun? - We must
certunly fear God, as well us honour the king,—
we mnust certamly acknowledze s Sacred Ma-
justys as well as give obetsance to punces and po-
tentates upon casth.  And, as 10 buemnyg concerned
about futunty, there is surely the greatest reason
fus being so.  Are we anxious sbout our condition
here 3 and shall we not be much twore about ong
state hereafter 3 ‘Uhis life, observe, s but the morn-
ing of our existence. It cannot be that we are to
be annihilated, or reduced to nothing, when we
terminate our days upou earth.  No 3 many argus
ments might be advauced in contradiction of thus,
but let oncat present suffice.  Are we notendowed
with noble powers, and exeellent facutties ot mind,
which are far supenior o those of the yrmtional ane
imals? ‘This, indedd, is a truth which all adma,
As to the powers of the brute creation, there are
some of themn which aie susceptible of no ime
provement ; and even “with respeet to those that
are susceptible, it is in a very hnnted degree,
"There is a certain length to which 1t may go, but
no further, however long the awmal may hve,.
It js quite otherwise, you will _observe, with the
facultic= o the human mind,  No bounds can be:
sct to wieir improvement.  While they are exer-
cised they are continually advancing fromasmaller
to a greater degree of perfecuon § so that the man
of scientific rescarch has reason to regret that he.
has so short a time to live ; as the longest hfe upon
earth is scarcely sufficient lor the bud of the soul
to burst, and unfold the blossom of its powers.,
Now, are we possessed of such_uoble faculties,—
facultics which seem eapable of endless impr -ve-
ment,—and shall these cease tobe exercised when-
ever the body retumns to the dust? This canuot
be: noj if it were 50, it mught be proferly sad,
that God made manin vain.  But who daes e
peach the wisdom of the Almighty 1 Every one,
of his creatures was certaunly adapted to the sphere
in which it was placed ; and f so, such is the na-
tire and excellence of the human soul, that man
must have been made, not only for time, but also
for cternity. You mwust certainly be dreaming,
therefore,~yon, who imagiue that religion is ali;
a farce, and that there is no occasion to be con-
cerned about auothér state of existence.  Be ot

say utiu you, eacept ye be converted, and bevome

as little cluldren, ye shall not enter mto the king-1

dom of heaven.  Whosoever, therclore,
humble himself as tus e chld, the sume 15
greatest in the hingdom of heaven’~Matt, avin,

‘Lhe scriptures must make their appeal to the
hanan reason, It impossible that the nund, in
the free excrase of thought, can receive as true,
that which the reason ntmnively discerns as
absurd. ‘Lo comipel it to do 80, 1s to put a chan
upon the conscience, and to extmgwsh that hight
which enlightencth every man that cometh mto
the world,  Tlus 15 spintual despotism, eahing
moral deatht, It 15 only 1 proportion to the hice-
dom which has been given to the exercise ol the
human reason, that the true interpretation of the
scriptures hos been reacheds A foolisk heart is
peeessanly dark, A stupid veneratson tor uutho-
1ity, is to the rmnd us the cataract is to the eye:
it cwts off the free influx of hight to the reason, or
passes it fivst through spectacles which discolour
and distort it.  As tue uncloadud sinalight ss to a
well organized eye, so is revelation 10 tie punified
rcazon ; and as vision presupposes an adaptation
of the eye to light, and of light to the eye, so faith
which is but mental, vision, preaupposes a corres-
pondence between the wosd of truth and the con-
science.™ A man with his eyes open cannot but
feel the light, so one whose reason is ot utterly
closed against its entrnce, cannot but feel the
truth.  “Thus it was that Paul made Felix trémble
' as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and
judgment,”  The-truth met with a response in s
heart, wicked as it v.as, and like the musicschord
under the pulse of the snvisible breeze, there was
an inborn sympathy that made it vibrate with
fear. .

The Catholie, discarding the hght of reason,
clhims a literal intetpretation of the scriptures,
even where it is absurd to the reason 3 but liere, it
is evident, the influence is not that of truth, but of
authomty, and the benefit or blessing of the obe-
dicnce or the futh, can rise no higher than its
object. It may entitle the poor wretch to the ap-
probation of his despot, but 1t cannot give any en.
Joyment of God, ¢ This is my body,” means the
ventable, real body 3 and “this 1s my blood,” must
be understood 1o mean the real matenal blood of
Christ! We must understand it to mean! yes,
and so we can understand 1t to mean, &e., for we
can vnderstand an absurdity 3 but under the free
excrcise of reason, can we Lelieve it to mean
what the reason, by its immediate intwtion de-
clares to be mpossible, because absurd?  Lhe
man who thinks, will ponder this quesuon but a
little before he will answer, with full assurance,

These remarks are very practical : as practical
as the facultics of the soul, concerning the action

deceived : another state there certainly is. beyondy of which they are made, Let us try them on our
death and the grave,~a state, for which there aref text, « Except ye be converted, and become as

many evidences from nature ; but which are fully
established by divine testunony, whereby hfe and
immortahty are clearly brousht to haht,  Be per-;
suaded, 1 bescech you, of this mnporiant truth;
and however litde regard you may have hutherto
paid to the future and the invisible state, npw
study, according to the revelation of heaven, to be
prepared for the sante. As one that has olI‘cndcd'
your Maker, look for acceptopce throush Jesus, !
who 13 the propitiauon for sin, amt the end of the
law for rigliteousness unto every one that believeth,
Awd convinced that without holiness no man can
sc¢ the Lotd, endeavour in the strength of divine
arace te maintain a walk and conversation becom-
ing the gospel ; thus seeking for gloiy, for honour,
and for immortality, till you are put into the full
possession of eterual life.

Intle children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom
of heaven,” We must become as little children
in what sense 1 In every sense says the literalist.
*Lhis is absurd, says the reason; I cannot reccive
it, Shallthescnipture, therefore, be thrownaway ¢
By no means ; but we will scarch for an interpre-
tation that can be harmonized with the light that
ismnus. Though we may become fools by shut-
ung our cyes agamst the light of revelation, we
will not allow that revelation to be used to swhify
the reason miven us by its author for its compre-
henston and reception.  If we cannot become like
children in stature, in physical inability, we can
rescinble them 1n some moral qualities, ¢ Humil-
nlg'," indeed, is specified by the Saviour, for he
adds, ** Whesoever shall Aumole lamself as this
htle child,” &e.  Interpreted by the reason, un-
der the suggestion of this clause, how beautifnl

He that believeth and is baptized, shall be saved, does thus companson scem ! What can be more

shullt thoy his pavents are to him nothing but love ; or

to cry out lor his wants, because he has reahized
his dependence, bis absolufe dependence, from his
cridle.  “Lhese are the clements in the character
and tempes of a child, to which the Saviour de-
clares every man must be assimilated, before he
can enter the kmmgdom of heaven, And are they
not the foundntion upon which all truesthat is,
all vital religion~—rests 7 O, the depth of the phy-
losophy of Christ ! "LThe searchings of e reasen
liow profound! But why should we marvel !
Is he not the Logos embodicd, and in Him are
there not hidden cven the decp things of God !
Let me ask the reader who thinks, to ponder on
this yevelgtion, so beautifully and simply made in
the illustration drawn trom the character of a child,
and, tcovering the depths of his vwn soul, to ask
himself, in what spint it is that he feels himself
nearest to God, and actualizes, by faith, most fully
the reign of God in s heart, and 1 shall not fear
that he will differ from me, when 1 say, that, the
beginning of m) genuine religion in the heart, is in
the feeling of absolute childlike dependence on God,
witha will reconciled to His will, and harmouizing,
througzh the hight of reason, with the law of love,
~—Millennial Harbinger.

MY FIRST INQUIRY MEETING,

ot

One man soweth, and another reapeth, The
town in which it was my privilege to commence
my ministeriat labors, had enjoyed much valuable
preaching, The people rcgufarly attended pubhe
worship, but no additions huad for a long titae been
made to the chnreh, which now comsisted of only
about twenty-five giembers.  In some familics, as
many as five or six sons and daughters from 16 to
26 were living at home, 2all in an unconverted
state, and the father and the mother, in several
cases, were in the same condition,

I had held the usual meetings o the Sabbath,
and on ‘Thursday evening what was called a cone
ference-meeting was held in one part of the town,
at the house of Dr. =, The parable of the pro~
digal son was read, and remarks and prayers offered
by myselfand others. Inthe course of the meeting,
several appeared considerably affected,

“ I perceive,™ said I, & that a number present
arc awakencd to a view of their condition as un-
pardoned sinners. T am well aware, that persons
who are inquiring what shall they do to be saved,
may be greatly benefited by personal conversation
with Christians, For sucix a purpose, it is prov
posed that such persons remain on their seats
when the meeting shall he closed, and interviews
will be had with them.

Eight stayed where they were. They were
respectfully “approached and conversed with, to
their benefit, and to that of those who undertook
to direct their inquiring minds. The results were
so profitahle that the practice continued through
the winter, and the next shmmer that church cone
sisted of about four times as many members as
when the work began,  Severl of the young ren
who then made a profession, became useful minis~
ters in different States of the Union. We had then
never heard of such meetings ; but the voice of
Providence scemed to direct s fo a course which,
with various madifications, has been blessed in
other places.~—.dmerican Messenger.

AvEcnoTE oF THE Rev. Mpr. GurRRIE,—

Mr. Guthrie, an ancient Scotch divine, and author
of #The trial of a Saviny interest in Christ,” was
one evening téavelling home very Jate. Having
lost his way in 2 moor, he lad the reins on the
neck of his horse, and commitied himself to the




