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PO BT RY.
THE EVENING HOUR.

Sweet avening hour ! swoet avening hour !
That calins tho nir, and shuts the flowor ;
That brings the wild hee to its nest,

The infant to ita mothes’s breast,

Bweot hour ! that buds the libourer cease ¢
That gives tho weary team re'enso,

And leads thon home, und crowns them thers
With rest und shelter, food and care.

O ! scnsun of soft rounds and hues,
Of twilight walks umong thodews,

Of fvelings calu, and convense sweet,
And thoughts too shadowy to repeat ¢

Yes lovely hour ! thou art the tine
‘When fecliugs flow, and wishes climb,
When timid souls b <0 dare,

And God receives and answers prayer.

When teembling through the dewy skiea
Look out the stars, like thoughtful eyos
Of angles, calm reclining there,

And gazing on this world of care.

Swest hour ! for heavenly musing mado—
When Isoac walked and Danie! prayed,
When Abrahuin’s offering God did own,
And Jesus loved to be alone.
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.- QUEBEC. ]

The capital of the Province of Lower
Cauada, and the principal scat of British
dominion in America, cannot be approached
by the intelligent stranger without emotions

respect and admiration. It issituated on
the north-west side of the great River St.
Lawrence, in latitude 46 59 13, and longi-
tude 71 13. A ridge of high land® com-
mencing at Cap Rouge, and extending for
about eight miles along its bank, terminates
at the eastern extremity in a lofty promon-
tory, three hundred and fifty feet high ubove
the water, rising in front of the beautiful
hasin formed by the confluence of the little
River St. Charles with the St. Lawrence.
There standsQuebee, formerly the scatof the
French empire in the west—purchased for
Englaud by the blood of ti:e heroic Wolle,
shed in the decisive battle of the Plains of
Abraham. A commodious harbor, which
can afford a safe anchorage for several fleets
—a magnificent river whose banks are se-
cured by steep chif=—a position on a lofty
rock, which bids defiance to external vio-
Jence, together with extraordinary beauty of
scenery, are some of the natural advantages
which distinguish the City of Quebee. The
River St. Lawrence, which flows majesti-
cally befure the town, {3 onc of the greatest,
niost nohlc and beautiful of rivers; and at
the same time, the furthest nuvigable for
vesiels of a large size of anyin theuniverse.
From its mouth in the Gulf of St. Lawrence
to the harbor of Quebec is three hundred
and sixty miles; and vessels from Europe as-
cend to Montreal, which is one hundced and
eighty miles higher up itscourse. A pre-
cipice of naked und rugged rock, uearly tl!:tee
hundred feet high, divides the Upper from
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the Lower Town, T'helatter embracing the
foot of the precipice, and skirting the base
of the promontory to u considerable extent
on both sides, is the mart of foreign trade
and the principul place of business, Tt is
built on ground made partly by excavations
from the rock, or redecined fron the water;
and containsnumerousand convenient wharfs
and store houscs, for the accommodation of
tricde and navigation.  The channel before
thetownis mpi(f—-its breadth is abont elever

hundred and thirty-four yards, The depth
of the river opposite the city is about thirty
fathoms aind geod auchorege 15 every where
tobe found. 'f'he Upjer Town presents tie
picturesque appearance of a furtified city—
whose louses rise gradually above cach
other in the form of an amphitheatra—em-
bellished and diversificd by large bui'dings
and {ofty spires, pouring a flood of light and
splendor from their bright tinned roofs.—
fHawkins' Picture of Quebee.

PARIS AND LONDOXN,

“In making a survey of hath capitals,
one cannot help being steuck with the dis.
tinctive difterences of natwnal churacter,
which are sustrongly narked in the leading
features of the oue and the other.  Comfort
seems to have presided at the buildings of
Londoh, and skow at that of Paris. A drive
through the streets of Pans witl explain to
you at once, thatit is the capital ofa pevple
who have no taste for the privacy ofhome;
but who prefer to livein the glure and ghiter
of public amusements, The houses are of
an ywmmense height, butthen noman’s house
is his castle ;* each story hus its tenamts,
and if the effect of such wholesale buildings
be magnificent, it is obtained at a prodigious
sacrifice of domesticcomfort. But, tomuke
comfortable homesis not the ohject of Puris;
on the contrary, it isupon the public places
that attentiun aud expenso .ure almost ex
clusively cmployed ; and these are made as
luxurious as passible. The enfis the res-
tavrateurs, and the thousand establishments
for the entertainment of the public, will be
found in the highest state of perfection ; and
it is to enjoy themselvesin such places, that
the Freneh eseape from the comfortless re-
treat of their own dwellings, 1n London
we find the reverse ofall ths,  For, though
our public buiidings are in the grandest style
of wagnificence, yet perha: s the most strik-
ing feature in London is the cvident and
paramount ohject of all the vast sums ex-
pended in its improvement, namely, thein-
dividual comfort of the inhabitants, Wit~
ness the paving and lighting the streets ! the
admirable, though invisible works, by means
of which water i3 circulated through all the
veins of the etropolis, works of which
Paris is wholly destitute, and the capaci-
ous laying out of the squares, which, splen-
did as they are, scem less intended for show,
than for the health aud enjoymeat of those
that live in them.” )

POMPEI,—»Y x. . wiLLts,

Wo have just returned fram one first  cxeursion 4
Powpeii.  Jtlicsonthiesouthern part of the bay, jwat
below the volcano which oveswhelmed it, about twelvg
miles foom Nuples,  Fho roud Jay nlong the shore,
and s lined with villages whiclt aro only scparated Ly
e, Elis tirst i3 Portici, whete the lding e %
suminer prlacg, though tho court of which the rbad
passes.  Itis bui't over Horculancum, and the dam
gat of undermpining it hms stopped the sazavations of
unquestionably the riche t ety buried by Vesuvh
Wastopped at o hittln gate in the uudst of the villuge,
and tsking a geido md 1o toreles, desernded to the
only part of it now visblo, by near a1 hundeed stepe,
Wou found ouschves uy the buek of ati u.x.phullwulu.
We entered the narrow pussage, and the guidos pewtod
to seveaal of the appev seats fos the #pectaton., which
Trad bean partilly dug ont.  They wero Ened wib®
murble, as thy whole anplithtatro appeazs to havg
heen.  To realise the chivet of these ruing, it into be
remeinbered that they are embeddod in zolid lava,
lilzo rock, nieae a bundred foct deep, and thar » ciig
which is itself ancient, is huilt above them. ‘The
carciage in which wo came stood high over ow
Tioads, in o time-worn steeet, aud nges had paresd,
and many gencrations of men had lived and died ove
a splendud city, whose very namohad been forgotten
Tt was discoverad in sinking a well, which struck the
daor of the amphitheatre.  “The grida toak ua thrangk
soveral other long passages, digg across and acound %,
showing us the erchests, the stige, tho nmncrovs
cntrances, and the buses of several statucs which am
takes to the mugettn of Nuples.  “This is the o
part of the excavation that remaus epen, the oty
havinz hoen filled with rubbish,  1he noise of thy
garciages overhend m thestreet of Portict was like &
deafoning thunder. .

In a hurry to gotto Pompeii, which Is much mon
interesting, we ascended to day-light, and droveon
Coasting aiong tho_curve of the buy, with only o snee
cessonofvillas and gurdens betweer es and the beack,
wo soon cane to Forro del Greeo, a smull towa
which was owarwhelioed by an cruption thirty-niss
vewrs ago.  Visavius b nses gradually on thoe bef,
the crater being atat dastance of five wmiles.  ‘Lha rond
croesed the bed of dry fsva, which exterdeto the sm
in a broad blaek mnss of cnders, miving the country
tha mostdesoiate wpect. Tho towas is rebuile juwt
beyoud the ash.s. mal the strects are crowded with
tho thoughtless in'wbiants who buy aud sell and
Iounze in the sun with no more remethrance ar fen
of the volcano than tho peeple of a ety 10 Awericd.

Another half roar brought us to a teng. high baak
of e1rth and wshes (nown out fro.n the excavations §
and, passing on, wo stopp d at the gate of Powpeidd
A gnide met us, and we entered. . Wetound oursclves
in the ruins of a public square, surrontded with sall
low columnns of red masble.  Ou the right were sove
ral small prisous, in one of which was fornd the skele-
ton of a wwan with its feet niron stocks. The
was very stadl, and the peor fuilow tuust have bows
sufforated withouwt even a kope ofeseapa,  Tho oo
wun just in frant were gcratelicd wihanciont natves,
prssibly those of the gnurd stationed utthe door ofthe
prison. This sguare is surrownded with shops ™
which were fornd the relica and rickies of trudesitin,,
causisting ofan i mncnse varicey.

(70 BZ CONVINUVED.)

1 Pompeii, asmy rendens know, was Boried by =
eruption of Vesuvius al.out thity yenrs afier the crw
cifixivn of our Suviaur, and was accidentally discaver
ed some cighty yenrs ago, by the laborers ina vise
yard over #, after lying forgolten near seventoen ese
turies 2 Tho shower of * cinders, hot water and
ashes,”” which buried it, settled into a loose mem,
which was easily removed, and about one-third of the
town is now cleared and open to the sky. .
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