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NEW LINCRUSTA-WALTON.
Nothing has been 8o noticeable during the last few years in
ngland, and especially in London, as ‘the wmarked improve-
ment which has taken place in building and decoration. Mueh
:f the progress, so (ar as decoration is concerned, may be traced
0 the invention of & new material, known as Lincrusta-Walton.
he recently-built munsions of the West-end, many new
country-seats, hotels, restaurants, public halls, and theatres
ave been beautified with this material, more effectively, per-
avently, and cheaply than could have been done by any other
:yshﬂ{ of decoration. It is difficult to say where and in what
s"i'ms it may net be met with. Railway-carriages and ships’
i“ oons have it in the form of panels; it may be seen made
to sereens, picture rails, window-cornices, finger-plates, toilet
. le and dinner mats, friezes, dadoes, and ceilings. What
Ppear to be delicate pine or old-oek carvingsin the style of
rinley Gibbons, turn out to be productions of the Lincrusta-
alton Company’s works at Sunbury-on-Thawes ; and often a
g’e_ﬂl_y-admired ceiling, or frieze, or dado, in the elaborate and
Ttigtic style now met with, is also indebted for its beauty to
“'.- Fred Walton’s invention. That a material giving such
tisfactory results in this country and on the Continent would
oo Welcomed in the Colonies and in India and other distant
innmes there can be nodoubt. Indeed, this system of decora-
Iam:i Possesses esi)ecial and peculiar advantages for use in new
ar“ 8. No highly-paid artisans or designers are required to
immngq it or fix it. It can be sent from London ready for
- Wediate attachment to walls, ceilings, doors, etc., it may be
. pactly packed without danger of breakage, ard it is un-
th :cted by chauges or extremes of temperature. With a view,
A refore, of directing the attention of our readers in the
ta Onies and abroad, and of the shippers, to the general advan-
h 0898 which have commended the use of Lincrusta-Walton at
p“l)ne, and which are quite as applicable in other countries, we
aawpose to give some account of the samples which we recently
ang at the Company’s London show-100ms, 9 Berners Street,
duce Ef the latest improvements which the inventor intro-

. Linerusta-Walton may be briefly described as a result of the

:';Vc:nipor. Therg was a decided requirement before its appear-
whichor 2 material in relief for mural decoration— a material
omi should be capable of receiving and retaining impressions
moulq {22rix, which should also be_plastic when required to
e of it and rigid after it was once formed, and which should
some 1, flexibility sufficient to admit of ita being fixed upon
e base such as canvas, and made up in continuous length.
be 0:8 also required that the new relief wall decoration should
the eﬁ‘& Permanent natare, not easily damaged, and superior to
of Li ects of the atmosphere. These conditions the inventor
uj "1!~c Tusta- Walton, which at first was known as ‘‘ Linoleum
he f::u;s' hag successfully attained. The material with which
a text‘lls the{n i8 a mixture of linseed oil and fibre ro}led on to
lmltril e fabric, and subjected to the pressure of machinery and
ess rcf!” Which stamp out the various designs in a greater or
gene e]lef' as may be desired. The present name denates its
bein md appearance and nature with considerable exactness, lin
Wﬁd%ﬁ erived from Jinum (flax) the chief ingredients being
ism ed hngeed' oil, and crusta (relief). The inventor's name
Wordo S«E appropriately added to prevent other firms using the
irs lincrusto ™ after the first patent shall have expired.
a lan‘: among the advantages of Sincrusta- Walton are those of
sm(ml 81y character, and in these it has mo rival. Unlike
tiouso’ Plaster, or cement, it does not absorb moisture or infec-
e thge.rms. and doubtless this quality, among many others,
8warg _Jurors of the recent International Health Exhibition to
Mper 1t the gold medal, the highest distinction in its class.
¢ onrvlﬂf“ to moisture, and of a firm surface and unchsangeable
tom 3 Crusta-Walton is easily kept clean by washing it
that w!ﬁl € to time, Those, therefure, who want something
more - 78sh and bear scrubbing could not have a better or
undep t“l:'ﬂble material on their walls. Another guality coming
with g, ® category of hygienic is its non-conductivity. Rooms
cation Amp walls are rendered warm and healthy by its appli-
wi‘hbl;b"n even new and moist walls may be covered with it
for ¢ bwmt“‘& 88 ig the case when wall-papers are adopted,
Undergt, c:iu“ to be thoroughly dry. Its durability will be
ompotleg _,When. the nature 0{ the materials of which it is
wiltg} 18 considered. It is not too much to say that, unless
* €Verlagti Mage or fire be encountered, Lincrusia-Walton is
“Su0g. It has been put upon damp walls in England four
+'%80% and is ag good and artistic now as it was then. The

invention of linoleum, of which Mr. Fred Walton was also the
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chipping-off of corners and parts of decorations, a common
occurrence with carton pierre, etc., is unknown with Lincrusta-
Walton, which has a peculiar toughness, somewhat resembling
that of indiarubber or guttapercha., The finest and most
elaborate patterns, however, are produced to the minutest
details, giving a richly-modelled surface as far superior, from
an artistic poiut of view, to a * dead blank’’ wall as a plain
sheet of paper is to one covered with a beautiful engraving,
The half-tones and shadows which have so delightful an effect
in oak carvings are fully brought out in Lincrusta-Walton
decorations, giving this material an undispated position of
artistic superiority. Even when it is without any elaborate
designs, or designs in relief, but merely with a plain surface,
this wall-covering possesses sanitary, economicar and artistic
advantages which ordinary papers or painted walls can lay no
claim to whatever.

Recently the inventor has perfected a system of superimposing
by means of machinery, different colours in the patterns—an
improvement effected at a nominally additional cost, which
materially increases the value of Lincrusta-Walton from an
artistic point of view. The four colours in which is it is made
—medium buff, green, drab, a red and a deep brown—have
heretofore been: diversified by hand-work, gilt and silver leaf
being frequently added. By the new process, however, a
diversity of shade is obtained without such labour, and with
results even more satisfactory. By this means the designs are
naturally brought out much more clearly than if but one shade
of colour be seen. Many new patterns were shown us during
our visit to the show rooms. 'We have no hesitation in saying
that the designs for 1885 will surpass any that have hitherto
been brought out. Theg are moro elaborate, more highly
finished, and, thaunks to the new process, more artistic in effect,
with scarcely any noticeable incresse in price. Turkish, Per-
sian, Gothic, Moresque designs, imitations in hammered
metals, old osk carvings, lace, gapest‘riy, and canvas patterns,
are all produced with extraordinary fidelity. The general use
of Lincrusta- Walton are also extending, and this is a field in
which the application of the material is indefinite. As a sub-
stance upon which artists may paint more easily and effectively
than on canvas, as panels for the decoration of plain wooden
doors and mantel-pieces, as covering for ordinary ceilings when
they begin to crack, as novelties in screens, mats, work-boxes,
picture and photo frames, mantel-ornaments, showing bronse,
silver, and gold effects, and in innumerable other ways,
Lincrusta-Walton may be utilized, both with immediate
economy and lasting artistic results. It is to the commercial
success of the material that attention should be especially
drawn. No other substance answering similar purposes can
compete with it in price. It is one, therefore, which decorators
and others abroad to whose notice it has not yet come should
be prepared to introduce, the demand for which is likely to be
as permanent a8 it will be large.—Zx.

—_———— e

A MODEL FAST CRUISER.

A practical turn has been given to the criticism on the navy
by the submission to the Atfmiralty of a design for a barbette
cruiser, the chief attributes of which are great speed, powerful
uns, long steaming power, and unusual buoyancy. The
gesigner is Mr. Pearce, of Fairfield Shipbuilding Yard ; and
although the vessel is a novelty when compared with the war
ships of the present day, it is in reality nothing more than a
development of the fast American liners, and an adaptation
of their hull and machinery to the express purpose in view.
The essence of the design lies in the speed, and it is concern-
ing this t}uality that the designer can speak with authority,
It has unfortunately happened in the immediate past that de-
fective sailing qualities have been the chief characteristic of
the British navy. Not only are the vessels unable to go
fast but they are capable only of steaming the shortest dis.
tances. Mr. Pearce’s design contemplates a speed of 213}
kpots per hour, or abont 25 ordinary miles, and a coal capa-
city for steaming as far as the West Indies and back at s
speed of 12 knots per hour. This high and enduring speed
will be given in conjunction with great offensive power and
great staying power. The design contemplates the vessel
being pierced by 100 shots and still being able to nse her guns.
or steam off at full speed.
What may be desoribed as the vitality of the ship, its
wer of endurance, and its maintenance as a floating objeot
is secured by an elaboration of the cellular system of construc-




