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Paul de Lagarcle several years ago comnienced the gigantic wvork of con-
structing pure types of these tliree recensions, lioping that on comparison
they would yield the underlying original Greek text. H1e cominenced
with Lucian's recension; but the labor of several scholars for niany
years ivill be requirerl to bring thîs work te a satisfactory conclusion.

Meaniwhile inuch cauiâon is necessary iii using the Septuagint as a
source of critical emiendation; for it is as convenient as it is fashionable
at the present day to invoke the aid of this version in ail cases where
crooked places inust be macle straiglît, and rough places plain. The
Vatican is the best manuscript of the Septuagint. An edition based upon
this MS. %vas publishied in 1587 by Sixtus V., known as the Sixtine
text. Tischiendorf's eclition, especially as edited by Nestle wvho, collated
the Vatican and Siîîaitic MSis a great improveineit upon the Sixtine.
The publication of the fac-sinile eclitioîi of the Vatican Codlex in 1S68-81
showed critics that a mnuch better edition tlîan the Sixtine wvas indispen-
sable. Dr. Serivener, the noted textual critie, was aýked by the Syndics
of Caîubridze Vniiversitv Press to, act as editor, but the infirinities of
advancing years prevented Min froin undertaking the task. It 'vas then
given to Dr. Swrete wvho is perforrning the wvork in a mnost schiolarly

manr t thiebottoni of the page,-%vich coitiis tlietextoftlieVaticaii
Codex carefully edited, readinýms are giveii froin otiier important uncials.
The ci-itical inaterial aver;ages about ten Unes for each page. The first
volume bas iiov been iii the bands of scholars for two, years, and has
given miucli satisfaction. The type is sinail but remnarkably cicar. The
second volume is said to lie just leAiving-, the press. The preface states
that after tiiis edition is cotitploed a inucli larger eie will be issued
contai ning conpl etc critical apparatus andi fulil prolegeniena. This
Septuag-int is undoubtedly the bcst ce'er printed, and it mnust prove vcry
serviceable to ininisters, thcological students, and otîe.rs who reail thc
Old Testament critically.
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Adv.autagc nmay bo taken of the appoairanco of a inew edition to, cali
attention to, this work, the rc:îl importance of ivhich lias not periîaps
licen iifiinl rogie. That importance lies in the fâct that
it is the lirst wvork in Englislh in a field of inquiryv wlhich bas beenl occuipicd
for sonie tine pzist bv era writers, and to whiel hzzittention of think-
ing men întîet iii the future bc more andi more dircctedl. Since the first
publication of Principal Caird's book, anothier work of grea«t imporLance
lias appcarcd, dealing 'vitlî the saine subIjcet from a very différent point
of 11ciW, viz: -Dr. Ma.-rtiiieauis î'itudy of* 1Uigion. Ihese two iwork-s
together formi a verv promnising contribution te thie discussion of wlat
is te the British mind an cntirely iîîew subjcet.


