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Reminiscences of Lumberping Days.

T wvas tliree o'clock -%vhen the train slowed up at tilte
littie fiag-station in thie woods.

"ilustie off nowv, boys," said the conducetor. "We
91- lhaven't long to stop hiere."

Quiekly we bundled out,,.-iitli our turkeys on our baclis,
tliirty-five rugged lumibermien, bound for thie. 1-ali timibers of
Northiern Qucbee. The w%,alking-boss %vas at the train to mneet
us and smniled, approvingly as lit- ran biis .eagle-eye over tlie stai-
ivwart forms of thisr f resî econtingellt of pine-eaters.

"If you're as *good as you'look, you'1 do ie,' 1 lie renîarhed
wvitli a linoiving grin. ."We'l try you out by asking you to -walk
to camp tlîis affernoon; it'È a, mere step, flot over fifteeni iles.

"This -way! followme'
Wï\itli wvlioops and yells flhe men started downi the steep bll,

at the foot of wlîicli the nîighty Ottawa rolis on ifs never-chiang-
ing -%vaýy, !hseiIoarselyý to ifs ràclxy shores; -while boere and
thiere thie towering lues lean far out over the -waters as tiiongli
they fain -%vould hecar wlhat ihie darlz old river is siglîing about.

*We crossed by ineans of a lîeavy old float, whichl required
the united efforts of six of the mnen to propel if. Thon %ve turned
and tooki a last long look at the Ontario shore and fic railwa-,y
trackz winding awvay eastwàrd in the direction of R.; but, turning
reso1utely about again, set our faces northw'ard «and cntercd the
griîni solitudes Of tlîiý luînbering wilds, out of -%vlichl we wcvre
flot f0 enierge for seven loniniontlis.

If -was a beau'tifi clear day in« the ]atte•' part of October,
an~d for a finie the b'risk, walk-t1îrough the pleaieant -woods proved

rÈeeabkb and refrès] ing; but wvhen the dusk '.4eg<n to thieken
and the camp wvas n ot yet in ýigh]t, ilie song,,s aýnd lauglifer sud-
denly changed, to low xnurmur's and conmplaints against.-the boss,
who liad told lis w.e lîad. eonly fiffeen niilcs before us. At last,
about 8 o'clock-, pa ascePýing ,a sfccp hli :ive behield far down
in flie valley be1oý.v, the ligbto a.apfr M nîigon hlie
placid surface- of a.bioad«slieet of- vater, andîimmediately-a shout
of gladness went iip,.Whieh ivas.answered by SOi'flC twcflty -voicC5
in eamp belo-w.

Ilere irve Weretreated to, a surprise, for now wcv learned froin
"fthe boss" that winter camps liad not. yet been bult and that
'vo should be obliged to sleep lu tents- for a wveekz or -ton days.


