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VENNOR'S WEATHER BULLETIN.

The Comet.
COMMENTS OK COMET BY CITIZENS,

Tho comet is a wonderful show. and it take»
a powor of faith to bellove what tho astrono.
mers say about it. My folks wanted to see
it,and soT got 'em allup in time yesterdaymorp:
ing, sud they srrapped themselves up in shawls
and blankete, and [ tooklittle Jessis in my arm,
and wo paraded out beyond tho grove, where
there was n olear sight, perused it to oar
estisfuotion. Tho little chaps amused us with
the ir queations, for they haven't much idea of
jvfiaito oiitance, and we grown folks got be-
widered in trying to take it all in. Ono buw.

dred and twenty millicns of miles awayis a
rivht good piece, snd when a bedy is travelling
2,000,000 miles in a day it must make 8 power-
ful buzz in the firmament, and it is & wonder
we dou’t here it like wae hear thesa coal-burn
ing locomotives, away off in the dead cf might
That comet bas eome

1o DBUSINESS ON HAND

and I would liko to know what {t is, Isee
that one learned man says they furnigh fuel to
the sun, and this one was badly ireeded right
now, for the fires wero getlivg low, and one
can gee the dark epots where the coal was
burnt to cinder, and if more colorio didnt
cowe soon from somewhers our peopls wouldn’t
have to go up to thr Art'o regions to freezs to
dasth. 1t 18 a graua ilva to think of some
Vulean standing a way up in the regions of
space chuckiog up the oldsun’s fices by throw-
icg comets at him, but &%ill I would like to
know where the ofd fireman gets his comets
and where he keeps 'em hid out from mortaf
eyes. [ cauld aak as many questions, I reckon,
a3 the cobildren 2sked me, and know as little
ahout it afterwards, Jessie wanted to know if
= hundred millions of miles was as far as zorosz
the ooean, and how many times further it was
than from here to Winnipeg, SBhe wanted to
know bow much faster it travelled than the
cxrs, aud jts tail would make

A MIGHTY PRETTY BROOX FOR A QIANT

to sweep the sky with. Carl undertcok {0 en
enlighten her, and told hep that Atlanta was
just nowhere to the comoat--that the comet
was further off than the sky, or the moon, or
a rainbow, or a thousaud pine trees put on top
of one aunotber,and it was fbiug faster than
that flying horse that papa told us about. The
wise men tell us that it went within 400.000
miles of the sun, and is now gettivg away fiom
it at the rato of 2,000,000 & day. That's busi-
ness. That's furnishing fuel in & hurry, and
getling awsy far more with proper alacrity, but
itisawonderto me it didn*t getits tail scorohed.
1 wish that all you city folks could see the
comet, for it is & show that deren’t come alang
more than once or twice in a lifetime, and it
never adveriises its coming in tho newspapers
City follkks don’t know exaotly how to go about
gettingup at four o’clack in the morning, and
if they did. they would find somebody’s house
or their shade treesin the way, and would have
to walk out a mile or 20 to get a fair view of it.
1 suppnse they could get to wes it by sitting up
all night, and getting an top of the house, but
they won't do tbat for a free show. If old
Vuloan had his curtsin vp, and a doorkeeper
was to charge 35 a right, he would make money,
and more folks would turn out than now for
notbing. The comet is & wenderful thing to
think of ; ono man says that this whole uni
verse is going 1o pieces, for it all depends on
fire, and the fres are fading for want of fuel,
and tho sun isgroxing dim, and the werld after
world will drop. into it*until they have sl
dropped, and after that the suu would flicker
out like a dping oandle, and

WE WOULD ALL DE IN TUE DARK.

if we hada't been burnt up already bofore,
avd a0 it beoomes us to be prepared for the
worst, for tho catastrojho will shortly hepypon,
ubout four hundred quintillion years from this
date, and no three daya of walver or protest
Jestal This showa that & man shauld always
be fortified with comets. Keep matches on the
mantle-piece, and your boots where you esn
fibd 'em, for no man knoweth when old Valean
will wrap a comet’s tail around our earlh and
sling us into the sun for fuel.— Zoronto Matl.

Roouesrer, N. Y,, Oct. 1{.—Professor Swift,
of Warner Onservatory, fays the new comet
discovered by Schmidr, at Athens, is unquea.
tionsbly a fragment of the great comet broken
off at {18 peribelion pascage. This proves the
great comet must have grazed the sun and
passed through a terrible crieis, Thisig the
eecond inatance on r cord where a8 comet has
ll)s:g disrupted, the first one being Biella's of

340,

New York Sumy,12th.—The great comet still
sbines brilllantly for more than an hour before
supsise, and shows to better advantage now
than last week, when the tright wmoonlight
dimmed it. Yestordny moraisg i s 1a), which
#a8 distinetly forked at the end, was fuly
cighteen degrees iong and astonishiugly bright.
There is evidently some disiutbance ygoing on
ie the nuoleus, as it has several times been
seen geparated into two or three parts, twhich
afterward olosed up agrin. It is not a new
i {ea to astronnmers that the tucleus of acomet
may consist of muny fragwent- held together by
mutual attraction. The though! becomes
almost startling, however, in view of the phen-
omenas presented by the prerent comes. Think
of these huge cometic mssses rushing madly
torward, whirling round an- round, yet hold
togother in the’ leash of gr.vitation, plunging
thiough the fiery outer atmosphers of the sun,
sud then hurled forth azain, clashing and
crashing, with tremendous smoke and flame
and fury, yet unable to burst the bonds that
hold them! It ia no wonder that the inhabi
tants of the sun’s family of peaceful and steady-
going worlds are amazed and terrified by the
jurious appearance of his queer visitors from
the depths of space,

AB 8ERN FROM PANAMA--A DBRILLIANT 81GAT.

Panava, 17th..~Yesterday at 4 a. m. the
tail of a great comet was observed over the
summit of the Andes. Its great sizo and sil-
very brillisnoy presented an imposiog sight.
The angle it formeu with the horizon wasmore
then four degrses, its szimutb, twenty five de-
groes in breadth, moveable with twenty-two de-
grees, right ascension fiticen degrees, and de-
clination northward thirteen degrees Its long
titude could not bs measurad ss the aky hecame
bazy just as the nucleus was observed, It is
centering in the constellntion Cancer, and very
soon will be in that of Gemini. When it en-
tors tho constellation Laurus it will appesr at
midaigat. It resembles the comet of 18LL.

Prafessor Parkhurst tn New Yurk Herald,
October 6.—Ib orver ation with the Protessor,
a reporter inquired the dimensions of the
comet.

“The tail,” said he, “is at least fifieen do
grees long, and would reach butween the two
most extreme atars of the haandle of the Great
Dipper—thas is, atout filly milliyn mues—
more than half the distance from the earth to
the sun, In this comet the tail points away
fiom us. The reason that Douat's cowet
lookgd 80 large wes that ite tail ponted this
way.

“Was it more brilliant when it was first de
soried

«The head was a8 bright at Sirius when I
gaw it first, and I thought the tsil would

lengthen until it reached Alpherd. But it hes

not como more than a million miles nearer to
us than the sun. It came up fron: boyond the
sun, you see, passed it, and then passed baock
sgain. It is fast recading, probably at a rate
of two.and-a-half million wiles & day But
this rate will gradualiy be leasened, At the
t rosont timo it s about seventy million milos
from the sun and one huudred and twenty
million miles from us.”

‘Han it been veory near tho earth?’

#Qh, no. Donati's comet camo thres times
asnear ua, But it is s remarkable thing that
on the 18th, 18th and 2Uih of September 1
could seo this comot at noonday with my tele.
~o'po right through a considerable veil ot
mist, but now tho teleacope fails to bring it
out in dayhight, even while the sun is below
the horizon."

*Will people who keep respectable haurs be
uble to at 0 the comet after awbile 2"

“They will not be able to sea it before mid-
night, that is certain, Every day afier this iy
will bo visible in ite present place five minutes
earlier. Tho sun is travelling eastward about
one degree a d»y and the comet is moving
wegtward a little less than a degrea. You see
they are moving in opposite directions, and
while the comet rises earlier the sun rises
larer. 8o, slthough the brightness of our phe-
nomenon is deoreasing, yet when we sew it
spainat o perfootly black eky, &s we soon shall
1t will be viewed to more advantage thsun at
present. The mnon i3 on the waae, too, and
when her light is lessened the sky will be in
splendid coudition for a view of the comet."”

“But this is the best iime to see it, isit
noy "

“By all means. I should advise every one
who wishes to see this marvel of our planetary
system to ree at 4 o'clock in the moraing and
watch in the routbeastarn sky for it. 'They
will baye o good hour's look at it before it
pales,”

No one knows much absut it; there has not
yot been time enough since tae discovery to
onable gna to make trustworihy caloulations,
Itis notthe comet of 1843, 1880, or of any
other year, 80 far as men Anow,and guesses
are useless,

Speaking of the comet of 1843 Newcombs
aays: “lts orbit did not certainly deviate from
« parabols. ‘The most carefnl investigation of
it—that of Professor Hubbard, of Washington
~indicated & period of 530 years, but the veloc-
ity which would produce this period is &0 near
the parabolic limit, that the differencs does
not exceed the uncertainty of the observa-
tiona.”

If then au astronomer should ssy that this
is #“the comet of 1843, which reappeared in
1880 and in 1882 it is lawful to suggest that
he 18 mixing things tco promiscuously. If the
ortitof the comet of 1843 iz a parabols, the
body will never return to this system.

Donati's comet was first 6een on the 2nd of
June, 1838, and after it had beea wawched and
“get up with,” o {o speak, by all the principal
astronomers in the world for six months,
Professor J. D. Ruakle, of Boston, publishe
he following as the rerults of the computa.
tions by the most eminent computers in this
country and Europe.

PERIND OF DONATI'S COMET.

Watson...... rieosesresernscannas 41D youTS
Brahns........... reressressasenes 2,102 years
LOWY it teemannntensenesscenannnn 2495 years
Grah8m. ceecrersoessveersocaseens 1,520 years
Brunnow......... ceorrres cesaens 2,470 years
Newcomb..uireereseosene oo 1,554 yeass

Twenty years afterward, Professor Newoomb
vivep 1,950 years as the result of G. W. Hill'a
careful research.

Such being the facts in regard to this cele-
brated comet. Sensational ariicles ebout the

comet of 1882 are entirely out of place, and



