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jast as deepl>' lnteresteti ln tht weifare of
the congrégation as an>' mi4ister can be,
and Just as compétent ta sa>' or ta decide
vibat ts for lis bet inieresis and lis blgbest
welfare. Man>' a pastorale Is shorteneti anti
the mir.istry ai mian> an earnest servant of
Ctrist is mara-et b>' tht onwise cxtrcise ai
autL. .ily on tht gro 'undi that he, as a miuls-
ter, anti hecause bc is the minisier, is the
ouîf ont wbo bas an eyt ta sec or a beati ta
plan o: a band ta execute what is for tht
interesîs af tht congrégation. Uis plans
muai he tht best, bis ideals tht verV highest;
and, If il Is bis first charge, bis enthusiasin
bc uboundeti, bis zeai fervent anti un-
flagging. But jusi because be is tht minîster,
mnd, that fa: that reason be aught ta have
bis crin way, he faits ta understanti that lie
bas ta deai witb nmen anti womcn o have
minds ofitheir owu as ta bow thenafiairs ai
the cengrégation ought ta be managoti. Hte
tither creates a coatinual friction anti unrest
on tht one baud, or itaves dîsceurageti or
tiisgusted, mort especiall>' wiîb tht eiders
wbOni ho ionks upon as standing lu tht
vray ai tht Lord's work, la h*uderiug tht
csrrylng out ai fis plans, wbile ai tht saine
tialt bail be known ail, s0 fa: as the>' wcre
comîceruet, îhey were sinipl> standing be-
tween hlm anti direct conflict witb the cau-
grogation ; anti tht roat ofait aIla deep dis-
appointiment anti fallure, caupleti with sur-
row te ail parties r.ancerued, is fount inl tht
idea that as a minister he was lard af ses-
sion anti cangregation alike, ant iat he bai
thé righi therefare te do as he liked in tht
amtnglug anti coriduct, not oui>' of tht pas-
toral, but aise- af tht temporal aftairs ai the
congregation as weli.

WVe are quite prepareti ta admit tht
stubhornness of congregations anti the
caniackerousness oi eIders la any reas-
onable or unreasonabie degree, anti jet
vetutre tht assertion that tht fact ta
which wt have referreti lies ai tht root ofin
ver>' great deai ai tht friction existing in con-
gregations anti of ver>' many of the dissolu-
tions ai tht pastoral tic ai tht preseni tint.
Andi the remetiy dots uat lie in the direction
oftdegratiing tht office ai tht eIder, cr in tht
restriction of tht exercise ai tht fuchons ai
thatoffice, but in a fille: recognition ai tht
status of tht tîder on tht Scriptural basis,
and tht demauding tht folie: anti less re-
sflicteti exercise af tht fonctions cf that
iffime Tht faler practical' recognition af

the fact that tht greai function af tht Chris-
tianl rainistr>' is not tht exercise of iordship
ove: tht session anti tht contrai cf cougrega-
tional affairs, but tht minisir>' of the ward,
the édification of the body> ai Christ, anti the
spiritual oversight ai tht souls committeti
te bis trust as a mnisier ai tht gospel anti
a ce-presbyte: with tht eIders ai tht con-
gregation oiver wbicb tht Hol>' Gbost bath
made thenijoint averseers.

Andi whilt T write thus 1 de Dot for a
moment forget or overlook the lact that, in
mas>' ot tht newer portions ai aur Cburch
field, anti soint not se new, the mainister
Piaceti ove: theni finds bimseli confranteti
vltb aimant caomplete spiritual, Iiflerence
or deadness, anti If a session exists it bas
litile or ne sensp- of its duties or obi gations,
ta Say' nathing of its iirivileges , thai It is
vrer>' lik-eiy as much ai a bindrance as belp
ta tuat spiritual progres anti is quie con-
tezt in let the minister enter the conflici
single hantict, anti if be conquers tht>'
feehi>' approve, anti If ho is worsteti in the
unequal strife the>' harsbly coodemu. Iu
'ucb cases tht temporal management us
Pariel wiih the spiritual,; anti tht mnsier
is burdeneti witb work that dots nat belong
te bis spbere cf labor, anti tht rewarti ai
wbhicb Is more likel>' to be adverse craticlsmn
ffhan the richi>' deserveti sympathy and
thanks. Tht record ai ver>' nan>' ai tht
mms7sier stations which have-grown, anti are
[TO wilig ta self-supporting -congrégations,
abundautl>' illust 'raies the lfacis ta wrhicb 1
ami referring, reveaiug: at tht saine tume
sncb an amouint ai unobta-usive, patient self.
sar.tv:, anti stif-denial, on tht part of those
lZgagea in that work as até worty of the
bst days of the bistor>' ai tht Cburcb. Let

us stili maintain that the truc rcmedy Is te
hc found, nat ln zbc spi-itual lat dsbip of the
minister aver the session and coogregation),
but in awàking aucd arausing tht eldeis ci
the Church as Individuals and in their cor-
patate capaclty as sessions, Lo the dignity
and respansibilities ai theit offi.e, and de-
manding tramn them to their utemust individ-
ual capacity the iullest exorcise of ail the
funictions af thelt office, as those called by
the Hoiy Ghost ta be overseers ove: the
flock of God.

Kirkwall.

FORRIGS AND HOMlfE MISSION
WORK.

<Circar ol Rcv R. P. blacKay.)

MR EDJTTOR,-TIC evident intention of
Rev. R. P. MacKay's circula: is ta stirnu-
late tht intertst af aur young people in the
foreigu departuient af aut Church work. [t
is nat cancervcd with Hame Missions and
far ibis âo one wiII hlamt the Fartign sec-
retary. [t was a ntre mistake, as it ap-
pears, that tht came af tht Home Missian
Cammittee was dragged in, so as ta add
weight ta tht authority of tht circular. An
unfartunate mistake, it was but ont vtr easy
for the Fareign Mission Secretary, anxlous
for th;s authority, ta make. It is just a littît
difficult, however. ta sec how, with his
knowledge of the Home Mission Cammittee,
he even came ta imagine that he had secur-
ed this authority, certainiy bis surprise must
have been great, mucli greater than when
he ieamned afterwards that bt bail heen
mistaken and had neyer realiy received tht
countenance cf tht Homne Mission Commit-
tee nor of its cauvene:. No one will blame
the Foreign Mission Secretary for being
keen about Fareign Mission work ; that is
bis business, and in venturing ta critîcize tht
peculiar metbod proposed in tht circular ane
can easily distinguishbhetween a man and
bis methads. And bere custom makes it nec-
essary for me ta asscrt my personal regard
for tht Foreign Mission Secretary. This 1
unbesltatingiy do, largely howcvcr aut af
defcrence ta public taste and Dot hecause I
bave any Idea that Mr. MfacKay needs any
declaration af mine ta assure him af my
esteem- It is a physical principle noat diffi-
cuit ta maintain that a man must sec with
bis own eyes, and it Is no Iess truc that he
may be eyepected ta act after cansideration
af tht facts within tht range af bis mnentai
vision. Mr. McKay bas Fareign Mission
eyes and bis facis are Foreign Mission facts.
With Dr. Cochrane Home may be expected
ta take tht place of Foreign in the mat ter
af bath eyts and facts. Hence the Secre.
tarZ of Foreign Missions sends, fartb bis
circular and hence tht Home Mission Con-
venor takes hirm ta task for fi, and as ht
seems wiîh saime reasan and success.

For, on many connts,the circular appears
tu me unwise, and how etren gaod in intcntian
it will be mischievous in results. Tht
Foreign Mission Secretary deprecates tht
irritatiin arieing front an aniagonizing of tht
two great schemcs. Mr. McKay knaws, as
we ail know perfectly well, thougb wc do
not confesa It ta ... rseIves, that this irritation
cxisîs. And il exists, ta, in mast unexpect-
ed quarters. We know, for instance, anc or
two members of the W.F.M.S. whorn tht.
mention af Home Missions makes hysterical,
andi wbon the appeararice af the tail figure
of the Superintendea: of Missions bawing
in the background of a Foreign Misâ,ion
meeting pramptlY rentiers inarticulate. 1
amn carelul ta Say «'ont or two members "
and li is a very great testimony ta the
balance anti good sense ai Ibai noble Society,
that it can stand sucb bIlly women as these
ai oresaiti members ; no mren's society could.
The W.F.M.S. neetis noue ta defenti Il, anti
for ibis seciety 1 bave nothing but honr andi
lave. But the irritation e3xists, andi wIl
cor.iaci ta exist, unti! these two départ-
ments ai our Cbnurch work are set in their
rightrelations to each ailier atid until Home
xilssionaries andi their work aitain their
proper place la tht honorable regard af the
Churach. This however opens the way toaa

very wiclc question wbîa.h may need.to bc
dlsc.ussed sauci and whîith sane arc prepareti
fully ta dis%,uss in a calai andi Ctiristian andi
very iherough manne:, but whiçh as sarie-
what beyand tbe scolit of ibis jettez. At
tbis point ag.àiai mpeliuus custom demands

.Aj "t-zsion ai unswerving devotian ta tht
cause of Forcign Massions, with a fret use
cf sîriking adjectives. This 1 shah out give;
for it would appea: ta mie equivalent te an
expression ai ailegiance tu my Lord andi ai
Intelligent appreciation ai His commands ta
nie. He Is an utterly deplorable nman wbose
Interpretation af «« beginning at Jecusaietn"
leads hlm ta camp wltbin its waIls ; but no
less deplorable Is he whose exegesis would
Iead hum ta skip Jersualein aitogethe-. The
Foreign Mission Secretary deprecates this
61irritation," but il dots stein strange that
bis knowledge of human nature, even as
found in tht churches, sbouild not have
warned hum that fr sniensifVing ibis irrita-
tion, lamentable as It is, no mort ingeniaus
schemne tban bis circular coulti bave been
deviseti. I say this frankly and wiîh ne
fear that Mr. McKay will misunideastand
me. For any oe who knaws Mr. McKay's
generous heari fair-mindeti nature whtt know
that an intention ta irritate is impassible
witb him.

Ia is claimedti hatibtis propased plan
would prevent Young Peaple's Societies
frram diverting fonds from proper Church
scbemts. This is a warthy enougb Idea but
Young People Societies, truc ta tht princi-
pies ai tht Christian Endeavor Societies,
woulti never fait ia tht erra: of conta-ibut-
ing ta exira-denamlnational scbemes unap.
proved by the Chua-cb; their constitution
forbids tbis. There needeti nat ibis circula:
ta attain ibis end.

Another reason givtn in tht circular for
this new plan is the cultivating cf a spirit af
unity amang the societies. This may be a
gooti idea but it is ane that appears te bette:
advantage in the ferviti aimosphere cf a
convention than in the cool, clear iighî of
practical work. Besides the aniy unity
effecteti by this plan would bt alang denota-
inational Unes andtibis cau be achieved in
other and bette: ways. 1 can ste vea-y Wel the
place ai tht Chr-istian Endeavor Society in
cultivating a spirit af widea- charity and
unity attween denominations but tbis af
course Is Dat referreti ta as a reasan for tht
scbcmne af Mr. McKay's circula:. Tht other
reasons adivancedi in support of ibis schcme
are tht ohtainlng af fuller andi marc exatt
information from fieldis, a conséquent deep-
ening ai sympatby with tht work being
done, andi a concentration cf prayer. Tbese
are desirable results ta achieve but anycue
can sec thatibtis ncw scbeme is not neces-
sary te brin& ihein _ruut.

Thus ht appears that whatver ts goati in
tht abject sought, dots not necessariiy de-
mand ibis proposeti plan, and tven if gained
lu ibis way, is gained at tOo greai a cost.
For there art seriaus fondamental objetions
te this wboîe scbcmt. 1 have spoken of tht
irritation liktly to resuli front is atiop-ion lo
any large measure by the Yourig People's
Societics. Thâi is ntteriy lamentable, but
inevîtable iu tht presenit conditions under
which ou: Cburch work Is adminisîcreti.
But Ici me speak ai ana tht: objection. The
Y.P.S.C.E. is an important clemeni in aur
Charch 111e, sa important abat anyîhing in-
jnring uts ostfulness shoulti be carefuîiy
avaitiet. Tht central idea in the Society is
tht tievelopmenî of the spiritual lite of ihe
congrégation. It cxists as pari af the cang-
regaîlon andi fai tht congregation, andi can
realize ils ideal only as it co-aperates ln
fuallest sympathy with the congréegation.
There cao bc no difference, in opinion or in
aira betîwcen the Society andi tht cangrega-
tion without serions lass te tht cangiega-
%tonal I11e. The Society must be absoluiely
loyal ta the congregation as tht congrega-
tion most bc absaiuaely layai ta the Charch.
Tht only auîhority that tht Y.P.S.C.E.
recagnize is. tbai af tht Session, and tht
auly wark thut can confidcntly dlaim the ai-
leglance cf tht Society Is that approveti by
tht General Assembly af tht Chuicb and

adopîcd b>' tht Session cf the L.ongregaîtIan.
This proposai cornes tu the Y.P. Suciettes
iih authority neither af Assernbly nu: ai

Il. M. Commince, nul, indered, il 1 mistake
nat, ai tht F.M. Commlutet as a whale. It
coL.ies f:om a Jýi'ber ai gentlemen Ilinter-
esteti in missions." Tht>' are andavidual-
ly af the bîgbest réputé, but, as a body>, are
11aL knawn ta tht Church, have no anîborit>'
and have nu right ta claim the attettun of
the Y. P. Sacicties. Tht answer ta this will
obviaus>' be : I Nu authort>' is asserted ;
ne dlaim is matie; tht proposai camnes ln
tht way of a suggestion ani>', andi tht Sa-
cieties are fret te uccept or reject.l' This
Is appareuUy truc, but onty appateut>'. The
suggestion cornets froin an Assembiy office:
ai bigh ravir, anti in tht naine af two af ou:
great cammittets, and so real>' appears te
bave a lam upan the layait>' ai au: Y.P.
Societies. Tht minister and Session ma>'
rlghtty expzci that to att schemes approvedt
by tht Assemb>', their Young People wiIl
be loyal. An>' atlier scheme nia> be ac-
cepteti hy the Session or may net, anti s0
with tht Ïi.P. Society. If, as ma>' tasil>' bo
tht case, ibis proposai shauid bc acceptable
ta a Y. P. Society', and net ai tht sam ine 
go tht Session, friction woid arise. Tht
union bttweeu tht C.E. Societies, may be
usetul and important, but if hi is ai tht ex-
pence, lu an>' case, of tht mosi complete
barman>' httween a Y.P.S.C.E. and its cong-
regation, then, it is not gaoti, but a greai cvii.
Tht directing of the energies of the Society
must be by the Cburch tbrough ils courts,
anti auy contrai o: guidance irom any out-
sitie source must be resisteti. Oa this
grouud, if an ne other, tht circular shouîd be
wiîhdrawn. Besides, we are working fa:
tao much b>' societies ; contrihuting t00
much b>' societies, and not enough by
congrégations as a whole. Tht congrega-
lion shouiti be tht saciety, when practicable,
and the work dont shouiti be cougregationai
anti Dat society work.

It woulti be disastrous ta an intelligent
sympathy with tht work ai tht Chut-ch, if
tht interesi ai tht young people shouiti be
turned jute ont channel, ta tht ex'i* usion
af tht other. 1 shoulti consider il a fooîish
andi wicked thhng te sck te tur tht minds
of ar yaung peopie fran tht slbidy af foreign
missians, but 1 wil aise sa>' lJ't tht utmosî
tievation ta the work af Foreign Missions
canni atone for tht negleci of ou: own
country; anti 1 wiii say more, that tht
Foreign Mission work ai a cburcb that
negiecîs its Home Mission wark is doometi
ta faîlure. Sec what sinali help for Foreign
Mission wark comnes froin tht Western
States, anti only because the Home Mission
wvork in ahose States was negiecteti. Ou:
Church May snatch ai a prescrit gain, for-
geifal cf the future, but rétribution v.111
surel>' overtake ber. I venture te sa>' thai
if Ma-. MacKay coulti have passeti ave: terri-
tory in aur fa: wtst frora which tht Superin-
tendent anti Iave jusi returneti, bc woutd o
bave Issocti ibis circula: in lis prescrnt fanm,
Again, 1 Say, 1 amnot biaming hlm, but I
do sa>' he dots nai know aur Home Mis-
sian facts, facîs se sati andi so shameful te
ar Charch abat weret hey known tht hearis
ai Christian crer. frein Facific te Ailanai..
wouid but-n wlthin lb cm. Whatever may be
tht case with. ou: Foreign Mission work
ibis is no lime te be slack with au: new
Western canlay.

VJhittever athez wozk. is ours, ibis ls
oua-s, anti ai ou: ptit we negleci il. Nüt
once, ne: twice, wis 1 asked by ieading
men mn Ba-tain: "H1w is it that witb you-
enormous Home Mmss.on wark, yan cau
carry on sncb extensive Foreign mission
operations ?"' My answer was. IIThis
Home worik is a new work, sutiteni>' thrust
up ns. Oua- Foreign work was underlakea
before ou: Western country' was apened nit,
andti rain it we cannai go back, nay, we
must prosecute with vigor oui work abroati."
This answer w"s satisfactor>'. On no other
grounti coulti I bave juilfieti te tht people
ai Scoîland and.Irelanti tht prescrnt relative
proportions af ou:. Home anti Foreign
w7ork. On ibis tapic more wit be sald
again. Meantime 1 hope Mr. MacKay andi
those Who consuit witb bulé, Ma>' sec litet
be wist te withdrawthtlr proposai, ai icast
util tht Generai Assembl>' bas bail oppar-
tuniV te prounorce upon it.

CHRILES W. GORDAU.
Welington, B. C., Sept.L . '95.
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