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THE CA PTA IN 0F SA LVA TION.

Tht foilowing is tht dîscourse on Hebrews ii. io, preached
by Rev. John Smith, of Broughton Place Churcb, Edinburgh,
in St. James Square Churcb, on tht evening of Sabbath
week :

The joy that sustained our Lord in tht troubled days be-
fore His death was twofold. As we can set from His words
His soul rested both on an earthly and on a beavenly stay
-sometimes onthe fort vision of His triumph in the world,
oftener on tht blissfui thought of baving through His work
glorified tht Father's name. Sweet tbough it was to think of
unnumbered millions gathering round tht Crucified, yet to
Him 'tht Son, who did nothing by Himself, it was even
sweeter to know that by Hi. filial service His Father shouid
be crowned with a brighter glory in tht cyt of ail intelligent
being. That was tht joy that made Calvary easy to be borne.
IlFather, glorify .Thy name." That was tht prayer in which
tht Son's heart rose above ail wtakness and became nerved
even for tht agony of forsakenness. Tht Father is glorified
in tht Son. Then let Judas betray, and rulers rage and Sa-
tan arm, aIl is weli 1 And last of ail as desctnding to as-
sured victory Ht lifts His soul to tht Father ert tht dark-
fies. intervene. His anticipated joy of conquest is breatbed
in these words: 1 Ibave glorified Thet on tht earth."

It is to this aspect so dear to tht Redeemer, to tht cross
as rnanifesting tht glory of God that I would now direct
ynur thoughts. 0f this tht writer gives us a sublime view in.
our text. Soaring to an exaltcd view of God as at once tht
Author and End flot rnerely of this world and ract, but of ail
worlds and orders of being in tht universel conceiving tht
infinitude *of His might as tht Creator of thern ail, His in-
effable dignity, for whose glory they ail are planned and are,
Ht put. to Himself this question. Taking ail this into ac-
count, God's infinite greatness and glory as tht supreme end
of aIl being and His governing relations to al heing as
their life and their law was it a fit and becoming tbing in
such a Deity sa circumstanced to take tht method Ht did
in the salvation of man ? And what i. the answer ? It did
becôme Him. It was fit working of tht Author of all, glori.
fying to tht end of ail that God should perfect in suffering
,Him by whom Ht would lead men to HimseIL

Tht leàding idea then is-the Gospel method of bringing
many sons into glory was a fit plan-mn ail respects and tak-
ing ail interests into account tht method becoming God to
take. Now in establishing thîs fitntss thrtt things mnust be
looked at. Suppose you had some end to effect and that
something had suggested itseif to you as a possibly suitable
means. In what way wouid you decide regarding iLs f trness
or unfitness? Your first question, 1 believe, would be-even
before asking is it suited to secure the end-is iL fit for me, such
as I consistently with my character can use? Then you will
enquire, I. it fit for tht end that I have in vitw?"' And finaily,
in order to savt from error on tht other side, you will ask:
IlMay iL not be too good for tht end 1 have in view? I Ac-
cordingly ourthree topics are as foilows :

i. Was this a measure worthy of God ?
2. As a means to an end was àt worthy of God ?
3. Was the end worthy of tht means?
i. Was this a measure worthy of God? As we have aI-

ready said'this measure adopted by God for redeeming man
was to make tht Captain of their saivation perfect through
suffe*ring. Now before enquiring into its fitness as an in-
strument or putting any other question regarding i, we must
ask, Was this in itself a measure worthy of God? Taking
tht widtst view of Hi. nature, power and purposes, was this
a work btcoming H im ? For wt may rest certain that if iL
bad iacked this intrinsic fitness and been in any waybeneath
tht dignity or aside from tht main purpose of God, no other
consideration as its fitness for tht end in view could ever
have moved tht unchanging will ta, adopt it. Was this then a
fit measure for God to take ?

To know this we must ask wbat is tht truc end of tht
measure ? Who is tht Captain of saivation ? What is meant
by making Him perfect through suffering ? Tht precise
meaning of this phrase will corne out better at a later stage.
Let it suffice at present to give a general explanation of iL
from a passage further on in tht same epistie. Tht Captain
of salvation is none other than tht Eternal Son and His per.
fe «ction through suffering, just that obedience to death in
which Het became tht Author of eternai salvation.
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the Almighty-in utter contradiction to the universal purpose
of His government as the end of ail. Lift up vour eyes on high
and think of H-im through whom in ail. Look on these count-
less worlds of space. Think of what revelation tells of those
vast orders of being encircling in rankàbove rank the eter-
nai throne. And tben when your mnd lbas ventured to take
in some adequate conception of the boundless universe, think
of that power that sustains it ail, of that vision that knows it
ail, of that judgment which overrules it ail. Can we conceive
of that limitless energy whicb fuls ail shut up within limits s0
straigbt as those of a human frame and actually exercising it-
self through the feeble organs of a human body.. And more
astounding than that, for there was a season-in a past eter-
nity-wben s0 far as creation and created beings, power sium-
bered an unused potentiality even as after in Christ, can we
conceive that vast intelligence wbich in one rapt vision be-
bolds from eternity to eternity thinking through a buman
mind and looking tbrough buman eyes on the creatures and
the universe itself bad made ? And more remarkabie stili
-for however strange, these are but limitations of God's be-
ing, and in an infinite being we must expect an infinite power
to master itseif, wbile this is the subversion of His essentiai
function in the universe, can we conceive the Ruier of ail],
the Servant of a14, the Lawgiver thrail to His own law, and
more, the Holy Judge of ail standing a sipner at His own
bar, suffering His own awfui penalties against transgression ?
Can we conceive this? I5 not tbe whoie utterly. beneath
His majesty and foreign to His nature as the Almighty agent
of al?

But it îs when we consider God as the end of ail that the
seeming inconsistency of this measure appears most bold
and striking-rising in the eye of reason to' an apparent con-
tradiction of His eternal nature and unchanging purpose.
Bear witb me, 1 am drawing out these discords that you may
hear it in its entrancing power, the higber reconciling bar-
mony ot faitb. We have spoken of God as the Almighty
Agent of ail]. But tbere is a truth in strict sequence earlier
than that. God is the Author of aIl as a means to bring tbe
end of ail. His glory is the end for whicb tbings bave been
cailed into being-the one reason of creation's existence. It
was to giorify His wisdom that His omniscient mind con-
ceived the vast plan of creation. It was to glorify His infinite
might that He caiied it tbus conceived into existence by the
word of His power. And when ail His wcorks before Him
stood it was to glorify His justice that He piaced ail orders
of free intelligence under the wide-reaching sway of law.
AIl worlds of space, aIl races of intelligent being-man
among the others-exist for the supreme end of revealing
the glory of God, exist to body forth an ever-widening rev-
elation of His perfections, 50 that I-le may command an ever
deepening bornage from ever broadening ranks of created
being circling His tbrone rejoicing.

Now, my bretbren, look at that God, the end of al, cre-
ating ail tbings for His own glory, setting up His own glory
as the one tbing which every existence and energy in the
universe must advance. And then come out to Calvary and
look on tbat Eternai Son. Secuim for wbose gioryail tbings
are, forsaken and condemned of al; Him, whom aIl created
intelligences-and man the least of tbem in respect of origin
-were made to serve, Himself serving man. Thie end for
whom aIl things were created sinking to bc a means in His
own creation tbat He migbt snatch some of His feeblest
creatures from merited ruin. How can you reconcile these
tbings ? Do tbey flot seem to reason utteriy inconsistent, the
humiliation of tbe Eternal Son, contradicting the very end of
God in the creation of ail ?

But let us flot close the question bere. Many pairs of
fundamental trutbs run up into antinomies or contradictions,
and in each case we bold tbem both because they are verifled
in experience, beiieving that one day these apparent contra-
dictions will bc resolved in a brigbt barmony. But we bave
in tbis book a higher barmony reconciling this seeming con-
tradiction even now.

We bave corne then to this. To reveal tbe glory of the
Divine Being is the one end of His activity. Ail tbings are
by Him as being for Him. Well, we have seen in what

tbey must be revealed. And wili flot this be the grandest i
revelation of al? Well, wouid you believe that God bas u
found His opportunity for this revelation in the sin of man, r
and that in wbat we have been regarding as an intolerable 1
degradation God bas o 1vertopping creation overtopping ail b
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His other revelations, given the crowning dispiay of i
giorY. Oh tbe deptbs of the riches, etc.

That is tbe significance of tbe cross as a work of God. It
is the sublime display of these essentiai perfections Of the
divine nature. It is the revelation wbich completes ail othe:X
revelations, giving us our higbest exhibition of God. Ail
otber revelations are of mere attributes, this of essential be-
ing. And further, ail otber revelations are fragmentary and
finite revelations of mere attributes. But this of His essefitigl
being is in the nature of tbir-îgs final and infinite. In i s crC
ation God bas glorified His wisdom and power by showinig
wbat tbey can do. But in the cross He bas glorified 14i5
bohiness and love by a practical proof of what they caol
achieve. Look at tbat poor bleeding Man nailed to tbot
cross of wood, groaning in the death agony. Tbink of it I'
Tbat is God, infinite, self-existent, eternal, the Author of ait,
the adorable end of ail. 1 mean very God is in eternal
union with a buman nature in the person of Him wbo suffer£
And He bas condescended to this in love for man. Oh
friend, you speak of the sweep of God's power out ini crea8
tion. But that is tame as a sparrow's fligbt.wben we corn
pare it with tbe descent of love from the throne of slftCx'
istence downward to this. O soul, do you not sec yoUr Mis
take now ? The depth of that descent is tht measure of the
fulness of God's love, and every circumstance of humiliationl
but augments its grandeur, just as every discovery Iiirthtf
into space adds to our conception of divine power. in thiS
aspect the cross glory is unutterable. I said it was iiififitt
and s0 it is, for flot only did He become man (that need not be
infinite), but He was made sin. Sec Him who is light, wboSet
wbole infinitude riscs in utter hatred of cvii, sinking to bear
the guilt and curse that we migbt get free. And stili more
not only bave we tht descent to the accursed death of the
cross i.e., divine love in infinite renunciation, but we have a'3
ascent back to the divine giory the very holiness of God re-
vealed in the obedience unto death in the formn of a servant
bY the Divine Son.' Here, t hen, is the sign of the cross. Tht,
infinite revelation of God's essential glory. Who can say that
that is other than most wortby of Him ?

And now 2. As a means to an end was this method WOf*
thy of God ? In itseif, tben, vîewed simply as a revealing act
of the great Author and end of ail], this metbod was eillt

ncntiy becoming. But now a further question ensues. Was
it wortby of a plan for a certain definite pupose ? Did it
exhibit such depth of invcntion, 7 kill of contrivance and ex"
quisiteiy perfect adaptation to its end as manifestly to bt-
tray a divine Architect and form a worthy monument Of 1115
infinite wisdom. We wish to speak with ail sobriety, Vtd
tbis is truc tbat so far as we know it is the most superb de-
vice of the infinite mmnd, profound, far-reaching, many-sidedt
solving the vastest and most complex probiemn, yet intenstlV'
simple in its nature and plain to the comprehension of8
child.

Now that is a bold assertion. For nature gleams with
glorious evidence of the profundity of the divine thought.
Think for a moment of those worids of our planetary sys-
tcmn as they roll through the deep heavens. To stay ail
these in their orbits, to fit themn for their various functiolis
in the universe how manifold the agencies reqwred. ThCV
need a migbty power to sustain tbem ; a ruling influence tO
guide tbem, ligbt to illumine them, heat to raise them to 3
temperature fitted for life, cbemic forces acting and reactiflg
so as to make them minister to life and innumerabie othef
requirements for their stabîlitv and deveiopment which Wt
have flot skill enough to express. What a vast array of sep.
arate agencies must be required to fit these worlds for theit
place. So do we imagine, But that is only because we sec'
in parts. God simply set a Sun in th~e centre of thein ail-
And Io! ail is done-ail ends are met, ail needs are satisfied,
the problem of this vast system is solvcd.

Wh .at an exhibition of far-reaching wisdom ? Yes, but it
musi vield to the grander dispiay given in redemption. The
problemn here is ont of creation, but in a far nobler sphert-
the spbere of moral.freedom. And furl.her as rendering the«
task vastly more. complex it is flot simply a problem of cre-
ation, but of re-creation-the disentangiing of innumerabît
millions from the direct and indirect consequences of su),

bhis could flot have gone on without Hi. own divine justice
ecognizing the fact and pronouncing its judgment on ail sun,
without His putting a mark of opprobrium on a spirit 30
îtterly opposite to His own. And Hi. jadgment must be
naintained, for Lo do tise would give the victory to evil.
WJhat barriers are in the way, what an array of dificulties
bave to be rtmoved. The dlaims of a just and hoiy Gqd


