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THE WVORK'JNGdIAN'S 1H OME.

!M.X.-AIL TRIALS.- Con finsid.

Famiil>' trials serve important purposes in tbc gov'.
crinint of Cati, and arc oficil productive oi the
richcst faiiy biessings. Tht>' strengtbcen the bonds
f tamily unit>', ani cal! ir.to e.wrcise tlic lisier sym.-

pathies and affections oi our nature. Every finuly
bas ils own peculiar trials, wbiclî the world knows
notbing ai; yen, cach individuil tiiemtber lbas lits own
pecuiar grici-somie cankcring cate wosunding flic
beart, whicb no carîbi>' balui cati lita!. Sante one
m.ay bc flic victimio t unfiiiul fraendslîip or sligliteti
love, or flic subjcî af soute pîhysical or mental lin-
firmity, flic thougbit of wbiclî prcys tipon the mid
and satidens lis journcy througlout Ile. The grief
may bc suo deep cveni fur a parenit's, a brotlier's, or a
sistcr's Syllnpatby te assuage, althnbglî ccrtainily tiot
foo protaunti for flie lie! p ans! sympatlîy of tlic " Friend
tbat stickcîlî dloser lisait a brotbier We have saiti
tbat cvcry fanîily has its own peculiar trials andallic-
tions t0 endurc. boule are calledte mourni aver the
waywarduess ot a wantiering and erring cliild, for
whase rcturn ta the paths of rectitude tlîey have long
waited anti praycd. Anotlier faîinily, ilîrotug sick-
ness or luss of eniployint, is Lalieu t0 battie wiil
pecuniar>' dlifculties. 1.,tiunt poverî>', Iliat len anti
much drcadcd guest, cnters the tiwelling : ever>' conu
tenance wearsa, look af satiness an(l despondeiîcy ;
tbe boeuse prescrits a colti anti cbecerless appearance ;
the fcw cxpiring cumbers in flic lire or stove sctem fit
cmblerns of tie hopes in the breasts of the initales,
and ftic uiiîLrnîshed table shows tbat tht>' now k-no%
anti te what st is ta want a crust af brcad. Sadi as
the pîcture may bc, it is home stifi ; for loving bearts
meet thîcre, whase affections andi sympathies pinching
paverty cannot extinguish. Uncontrollable circunts-
stances rnay launcli tie wvorkîiinman's fanxily int
suci a position ab tlîis ; but it iS well to meet the trial
with a bohd and uniteti front, andi, as fair as possible,
tu be the bearer at one another's burdens. 1It may bc
the messenger at ticath enters the poor nman's habita.
tien, and iays on some laved ane lus relcntlcss
hanti-it n.ay be on the little tair-liaired boy, thlt
laughing chilti, the light af tue dwelling and tlue jay of
the fireside, the abject ot the iinany boples andi
dreams destineti neyer ta be realized. There iS a
place ta f1ii in the grand choir at heaven, ant ie is
sent there ta render service, and those hie leaves be-
hind know ta their sad experîer.ce wbat it is ta mouris
for an onl>' son, andi ta be in bitterness for a first-
born ; but, as with gentle hantis thcy la)' bis little
body> in "he sable coffin, or in the cold grave; tîîcîz
grief is mitigated by thet hoîîght tisait a tie is now
formed whiclh connects the home on earth with the bet-
ter haine above. Again, the samne unwclcome mes-
senger enters the pour mnan's dwelling; bis Stern
mandate must be obeyed, and the stricketx flock has
ta mourn a parent dead. A blank is tîtus matie in
the househoid îvhich none but the orphan's Goti cani
fili. Amid trials andi desolations such as these, iie
m ay well asl, the question, Hiow cani the wvorkiang-
mnan's honte ha made happy? If we turn ta philo-
sophy, or scepticism, we get no satisfacîory answer
tîtere; tbe consolations, wbîcli they'afrord are cold andi
cruel as the ver>' grave itseif. The Bible anly points
ta the truc source of camnfort in the heaur of trial.
Faitb, resting on the promijes af God>s word, cani
taire a laitier flighit thans mere unaideti reason ever
attempted, anti in the inidst of sevece calamities cani
sa>': "Although tbe fig-trce shail not blessenm,

,neither shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour af the
olive shall fail, and the fieldis shaîl yîehd nac meat ; tht
flock shal! be cut off from the field, andi tbere
shall be no herd in the stalîs ; yet 1 will rejaice in the
Lo-ti, 1 will jay in the God of my salvation.1" I is
the dut>' ai hausehaltis ta endure with platience anti
submission tue afflicting hianti of Goti, anti ta learn
the lessons which the trying tiispcnsations of lits pro-
vidence are debigned ta teth. At the same timte,
the mast severe troubles cani ever be allevialeti or
perhaps avercome by unîteti effort. In thîs lies the
secret ot liane strength. A tail> witlî ane heart,
ane hople, anti une aim, andi whec cacdi seeks tht
other's welfarc, is plof against snany a trial îîhich
would entircl>' prostrate a famnily lcss uniteti.

A Woî:KINrluN.

PEOPLE~ scldom improve whcn the' ]lave no better
model thian theanselves ta copy lfer.

ENCOURAGE YOUNG WYORKERS.

MR. 1'.Di*OR,-For a iength of time 1 have felt that
in aur catîgregational îvark there ià nat enough ai re-
s1îansibiliî>' laid upan aur young men. Nor is therc
sufficictit cansitieration given ta tiacir education anti
encauragcenent in licaîthilul Clîurch wark. Modern
times have introduceti young pcople's associations,
anti while ii soute instances benleficial results nmay
accrue, inii mot cases tlîcy lire a hurt instéad ot a
lielp, as tlîey onl>' tend ta vitiate the taste, andi give
tlic impression that tlic Churcli af Gati is a walidly
cancern, anti as such mluut caber ta tht ar,îuscmcnts
anti trivolities ai lier chiltircn., Anti the uiare closely
allicti ta the ivarît, flic more popuhar is flic Society'.
In tlic fâcG ai sud, facts tbat is not lthe training
nectict for yàting men, who miust cre long assume te-
sponsibilities iii aur congregatians. WVbat is neccs.
sar>' is mare consitieration on tht part ai aur minis-
fers, superintentients ai Sabbatb schaails, anti tirec-
tors ai Clîurch wvork, ta finti places fo. aur young
men iti active Chîristian dut>'. Gîve theiet sometbing
ta do. Recognize themi as belpiers. Let tbemn undcr-
standt the>' are part anti parcel ai tiet cungregation,
ant ita tlîey arc nat ignareti. Ilotî in the secular
duaties anul spiritual conccrns ai God's kingtiam
there are places far thcmn to flI, anti it shoulti bc tlic
special dtiuy ai tht pastar ta increase their cifi-
cîcncy. Therc is no gondi reason why nt aur praycr
mieetings anly eiders anti a tcw privilegeti men
shoulti Icati aur devations. Wliv shquld nat aur
yaung men assist ? Wauld it not be infinitel>' bctter
ta let aur eiders remlain silen* if aur an>' ai young
nien wce being traineti, anti i:. tht official positians
youth shauli nlot bc a bannecr ta fltness ?

An active young Metbotiist in the West (tlie son ai
ans eider) on being asketi b>' the writer wlîy lie hati
left the Church ai bis fathers saiti he could gel no
work ta do, anti as a consequence went where he
coulti. This stinging reproot must be met, anti while
1 arn aware man>' ai aur ministers are kecniy alive
ta tht encouragement ai the class 1 speak ai, tiltre
is flot that anxicty ais. this point wbich the circumstan-
ces demflnu frant nian>' others. Cani yau, Mà%r. Edi-
ter, direct attention ta thîs important subject, sa that
in aur congregations we bhai' have aur yaung men,
with ail the ardeaur anti entbusiasm *of their nature,
risîng up ta f111 places ai trust with the cansciausness
tliat thcy bclang ta a Churci which recagnizes the
humiblest as ivel! as tht hîîghest, anti that there is a
work for tht young man anti ageti sire alike.

AN ELDER.

CHURCIH UNION.

MR. EDITOR,-Mýr. McMulen takes exception ta
an> assertion that, wîth tht Church ai Englanti, Union
mneans that ail other bodies shiault caniarni with ber
in doctrine anti practice. The grountis asu which 1
make titis assertion will be lounti an page tweive, ai
the Bishop ai Algama's sermon on "Cburch Union,"'
wher-t hie says: "Tht ministry ;ta titis, in our
peculiar /orrn of it, we ding ztilh ténacity, tortifitil as
we are in aur grasp afi h b' tlic unbroken, exception-
less bistory ai s,500 yeare, ant imly convinceti that
it is an invaluable channel for the preservattan ai the
truth, ant ilh perpetuiatian tramt age ta age ai the
continuons, carporabe hile ai the Baody ai Christ."
Aise, an page tourteen, where bie says: blight flot
tht ver>' breth anti conipreliensivensess afour Church
camment iber highly an tht cycs ai ail wbo yearn, with
loving, langîng bicarts, for tlîe liaa!ing ofi'thc hurt ai
Zion 1? ' (The italics are mine.) It is but fair ta sa>',
wvith regard ta tht sermon an the whole, that the sack
is flot like the sample. WVith the exception ai ane or
twa pages il is excellent, anti might be read with
profit b>' ever>' hresbyterians interestet i n the subjcct.

A yiwin, Que., Oct. 3o, 1886. W. S.

GOSPEL WORK.

During a recent Gospel meeting a letter was re-
ceivei troam a wife, giving thanks for conversion, a n
bebalf of lierseht andtiber husbanti, bathi Chîurch-niem-
bers. The writer saiti for substance: "lFor years we
have been religinus (as wc thought), minding alwàys
to rendi anti pray with aut famil>' anti ourselves ; but,
ahas!1 always coming short in faitli, trying ta be gooti
anti tee that we wcrc sale. Bsut now we sec it ah].
jcsus bas tutti anti donc ail for us, anti* now, b>' sim-
pi>' belicving, we camte ta Him, anti His word assures
LS that we am accepted." WVe speak af titis because

wc tear thent are înany very gooti people whiarire ne-
ligiaus, Whio go ta churcli, rendtictir Bible anti ay
tlîeir praycrs, ant r> ta tel thint tue> tire sate, îvhcn,
as a matter af tact, tlîcy lire simply gaing about Ilta
estabiish a righîteousness ai tîteir awn, nat submittihg
tiicmseives ta the rigiitcausness ai Goti.» To bc ne-
ligious, ta reand anti pra>', andI try ta be gond, are ail
things ta be comndscd, but tue c i flice super-
structure ai the Chiristian hife, anti not ai flic tountia.
lion. Christ 'lis tht enti affic law for riglîteousness
ta ever>' anc tîtat beiavetli,» anti ta ilini we mîust go
ta bc savcti.

A ynung convert recenti>' went liante ta licr muflier,
idua ivs ni 'er>' reguhan sort ai a Chiristiani, anîd, in
tht tuhncss ai bier jo>' anti assurance, saiti: "lOh
motiler, 1 huave founti tha Saviotîr ; lic lias forgiven
ail iii> sins, anti 1 am sa hiappy in flite thtouglit af His
great salivation." Il Weil,"~ saiti the another, I arn
ver>' glati yau are becoming interesteti in tiiese tbings;
but you îr.ust not bc tou sure that ynu arc s.-veti."
IlBut,' mnother, His promise says tbat if 1 behieve on
Hian, anat confess Him, lie wiih save nme, anti nil 1-is
Word tells tue tisait if 1 believe 1 havin evenlasting
lufe." 41'That, i>' chilti, ia>' ail bc ver>' truc, but, ati
thc saine tinie, it is not wali ta be too1 confident.." In
othen words, tutat cautious another saiti ta ber chuilti
that bite Word ai Cati ias not wvartb> of full crecuence ;
thint Goti's promises wdre goond in a way, but wvere flot
ta bc trusteti anti nelieti upan ituphiciti>'. No wonticr
site wns a " reguhan sort ai a Christian," %vise hat iher-
seli fia jo>' or assuarance. Let ail vhta trust Him for
saivatian reiy upan 11-s ivort ianplicitly, anti gîve the
lie ta ever>' suggestion ai doubt that assails your
hcart, whethcr thtc temptatian cames iront witltin or
froaw withaut. This distinction niust bc hcrdtet: WVe
know we are saveti b>' the Word, but we knoîv we arc
Christians b>' aur htcetda e Vark.

A recent conversation with a gentleman ai g:cat in-
teilectual abîlat>', a lawyera ofîhghest standing, wath a
inid tboroughly traincti ta trame anti understand ail
niannar. ai propositions, a mtan wba, meantinie, bas
ail bis lifetime been a chîurciî-goer anti a miost scru-
pulous observer ai the tarmis of Chrastianit>', anti that
wîth a sincere desine ta be saveti anti bonaur tae Lard
in bis lifedeveloped tht fact that ie was in total ignor-
ancte ofthe ra>' ai saivation. Ht hatin't tile faintesl
conception ai tht place the atontement occupieti in
-Goti's plan ai salvatii. His whole tltouglit was ai
camanentiing himsei f ) Gati b>' gooti vorkb. There
was fia peace or jo>' in bis fi; he hati no assurlince
tan tht reasan that, as he Saisi, "Do wbat I cani, 1 ani
s0 fair short ai being wiîat I ought ta be." But the
niarvel was that îvith is cîcar anti traîncti mind, the
revelatian of the rightcousness ai Goti, through Jesus
Chtrist, was a malter thant hie coulti nat take in. He
was pnactically as niuch in <lue dark as ta this as if be
bati been reateti in China. Two thîngs suggesl them-
selves ta us as tht nesult ut titt conversation. First,
that we are not ta, take for grantedl that because nien
are intelligent tht>' tînderstani tde Gospel. Anti we
sometimes thînk tht moro brilhzant their nîinds, the
mare highly culivateti tht>' are, the more tht>' neeti
ta be deait with as littie ctiltirens, bath tram tbe pul-

rpit anti in persanal intarcaurse, espaciail>' in the
'natter ai the Gospel.- W ords andi Weiajs.

TO VOUING dRRISIYANS.

Maere than flfty >'ears ago the late Dr. Bacon
cioseti a sermon ta young Christians with the follow-
ing appeal, the spirit oftwhich was grand>' illustrattil
in bis after lite:

IlWoulti ta Gôti 1 coulti make >'ou know whaî re-
suits are ticpending upon you ; wvhat interests of the
Chunch and ai %%, tying worid are involveti in yaur
future character ant iefforts. When 1 look at the
>'oung Chnistians ofithis age, anti reflect that the>' are
soon ta sustain the ancient glanies af tht Churcb af
Goti-when I look abroati an the earth anti sec the
crisis that is at hanti-when 1 listen ta the cries that
came tramn tvcry quarter ai the wonhti, summoning the
people ai Gati ta new effort anti more splerdtid exhi-
bitions af piety- I sten ta sec the hoar>' generations
that are passtd nîsîng up tramt thear repose ta watch
aver tht yaunv foliowers ai Christ ; 1 seem ta hear
the voices ai blesseti spirits tram abovc cheering theni
an in the cancer ai piet>'; I stem ta sec a worid. ol
niiscry, turning ils imploning hantis ta theni, anti bc-
seeching thîcm ta be warthy ai their name,, worthy ai
their nraviieges, wvorthy ai thean noble tietin), ; 1 semn
ta hear, 1 do Istar, Goti Hîiseif speaking [rom ftht
heavens, 'Yce have chosen.thie better part ; bc faith-
fui unta tieath, anti 1 will give yau craens o aifIe."'
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