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WNores or THE XEJERK,

Tux American Company of Old Testament Re-
visers met In New York, last week, and completed
the third revision of the Minor Prophets, and thanotes
wcre sent to Eagland on Friday night. Dr. Schafl
says that the English company will doubtless complete
its work in January, and that the American company
will not ba far bahind. He expects that the revised
Old Testament will be issusd in the spring.

THE France-Chinesa difficulty over the Tonquin af-
fair appears no nearer settlement than it was weeks
ago. The diplomatic situation has in no wise changed.
Thete is no indicatlon of an understanding being
reached, Meanwhile the French Chamber of Depu-
ties having met, a keen discussion over the Tonquin
question took place, resulticg In the action of the
ministry belng sustalned by a large majority.

TRE Fishesies Exhibition, which has besn success-
ful beyond the most sanguine expectations of its pro.
moters, has just been formally closed. Canada has
taken a rost creditable place inthe competitlon and
has carrled off 2 large share of the honours. The
Prince of Wales took part in the closing ceremonies,
and expressed the hope that in the South Kenglngton
buildings a hyglente exhibition might beheld ia 1884,
one of the progress of inventions in 1885, and a
colonial exhibition in 1836,

THE false prophet, of whom so much was said dur.
ing the Egyptlan campaign, has joined the motely
company of failures. It was given out that he was
coming from the deseri strong In splritunl power and
with a large following., The ominous cloud rolled
away. Arabl Bey is now a quiet exile in Ceylon, and
El.Mehdi’s forces have been defeated at El Obeld.
His personal fateis at present uncertain. Acceunts
vary. One rumour gives him a chance for his life,
while another numbers him with the slain,

A CONTEMPORARY states that a Connecticut manu.
facturing firm announces to their workingmen, that,
having lest considerably by their employés who were
under the infleence of Iiquor, they have decided to
employ no more men who drink, and discharge all
drinking men now in thelr shops, What influence
this method would have if it were generally adopted,
as a temperance movement, it is hard to tell. Doubt.
less there wonld be amarked decrease in the consump-
tion of intoxicants by workingmen, for they would
hardly allow such a cause to lose them work.

THRE turbulent feehing within the ranks of the irish
Nauonalist party has evoked the determined opposi-
tion of the Orangemen of the.north, 1t s ciear that
the Natlonalist mavement exists in name, but not 1
reality. ‘The temper of Irishmen, north aed south, is
thoroughly aroused, and lawless acts may lead to
serious consequeuces unless effectively and firmly
checked, Last week the Mayor of Dablin proceeded
to Londondetry t0 lecture on the franchise. Orange-
men in large numbers assembled and took possession
of the city hall. During the procession some shots
were fired, 2 man and a boy having received serious
if not fatal injucjes, The Mayor of Dablin delivered
his lecture in the National Institute.

THE question of woman sufferage, on which there is
as yet far from unanimity of opiion, is rapidly emerg-
iog from the region of abtract speculation to that of
practical pohtics. Those who favour the movement
kave no veason to be discouraged. No great reform
bas ever been achisved without opposition. Impor-
tant changes arcall the better that they are not hastily

€ adopted. It is well that the enfranchisement of

women should be- carefully considered. Whaen ail
oplalons adverse to its enactment have been SUCCEss-
fully rcfuu:d so much the better and s0. much the

sarer will ba its trlumph. Meanwhile the mow:menr

in Cunada has scored a victory in an advance k.
mish. Oa approachlng the Toronto city council a
depntauo‘n .of Jadies was favourably received and: a

large majority of the city fathers voted for the pre.
sentation of a petition by the council in favour of an
extension of the franchise to women to the Catarlo
Legislature.

PHILOSOPHRRS trace the gradual development of
the implements by which man casries out his purposes.
There was the fiint and bronze and iron ages. The
nineteenth century runscherisk of being denominated
the age of dynamite. The progress of discovery has
been marvellous. Applled sclence has altered the
conditions of modern soclety, and it might be sup.
posed that we are advanciog with quickening pace on
the high road to perfection, But here in the midst of
modern cwillzation Is the hamiliating fact taat the
wild force of barbarism is busy at its destructive work.
The wrecking of an underground rallway traln in Lon-
don last week was another of those dastardly occur.
rences that shock humanity. It isanother example of
the illoglcal and cowardly nature of Fenianism, For-
tunately though a number of people were injured by
the explosion at Pracd street station, no lives have
been lost—no thanks to the miscreants who placed the
explosives. These reprchensibie acts are death-deal-
ing, 1If persisted in they will ba fatal to Ireland.

THE Senate of the Presbyterian College, Montreal,
have arranged for a series of lectures on “ Questions
of the Day.” These are delivered on Sabbath afters
noons. In a large centre like Montreal this is of
more than academlc importance. Many of our more
thoughtful and intelligent youth will havean oppor-
tuuity of deriving great benefit from attending such a
course of lectures. The first of the series was given
on the 28th ult, by Rev. Dr. Stevenson, on * The
Creed of the Agnostic,” No one who has heard Dr,
Stevenson would think of questioning his eminent
fitness for dealing with such a subject. Last Sabbath
the Rev, ). S. Black, of Erskine Church, lectured on
“ Evolution in Morals,” The following lectures bave
been arranged for : ¢ Atheism or Theism,” by Dr. Jen-
kins ; ¢ The Descent of Man,” by Professor Campbcll ]
o ’I‘he Moral Influence Theory of the Atonement,” by
Principal Caven; “ The Future State,” by Rev. J.
Edgar Hill, B.D.; ¢ Science and Prayer,” by Princi.
pal MacVicar; and ¢ Morality of the Old Testament,”
by Rev. G. H. Wells.

THE Allan-* Witness " libel suit has ended in a
verdict for the defendant. It arose out of a letter
which appeared ighe “ Witness,” depicting the dis-
comfort of a steerage passage in themagnificent float-
ing palace, the ¢ Sardinian.” The evidence discloses
the fact that one of these large ocean steamers is just
a world in miniature. First class passengers have of
course first-class accommaodation, attendance and com-
fort, In the steeragae it was, in the voyage described,
quite otherwise. The discomfort and incivility to
which the stesrage passengers were subjected, were
evidently due to want of properoversight. Itisnot to
be expected that a steamship company would have a
first -class French cook,and appoint waitersin swallow.
tails and white ties to wait on stecrage passengers,
but even “ poor paupers that nobody owns ” should bs
treated with decency and civility. The press In ex.
posing such abuses Is rendering a service to the com-
munity, and, though they may oot ncknow!edge it,a
benefit to the steamship companies. Itisa poor ex-
cuse to o that becduse some steerage passengers
are assist emigmnts they are nct worth a.ttcnding
to, These passengers are pald for and companies do
not carry them at a loss.

A LITTLE over two months ago a young man

bearing an “honest reputation was shot down at a-

street cornes In Toronto, The man who shot Marony
was pursucd and captured by a policeman; at whom

_alsothe criminal discbarged his revolver. Hebas Just

besn tried for his offence. The jury brought in a ver-
dxct. of guilty of murder witk a. recommcndauon to

.mercy. This the judge did not accépt. The :jary.
"afterwards rctumed with a verdict of manslaughter,
- The sentence pronounzed was four yeass. for the one

offence and five in the other—the: sentences to mn

concurrently, The termination of the trial has
awakened general astonishment. Five years impris
sonment for taking thelife of a fellow man and attempt.
ing the life of another, by a man who goes about the
street carrying deadly weapons isa puuzliog fact to
the average mind. Tho judge may properly reply
that ho has nothing to do with consequences, that he
has simply to apply the law, but the indiscriminating
lay mind is perversely prone to class such decision
with the vagaries of *“ crowners’ quest law.” The judge
who presided at the trial runs no risk of being ranked
with Judge Jeffries. Criminals are to be pitled, but
we are sufleriag at present with an over production of
maudlin sentiment.

A NRwW department—for aged women—has been
added to the Magdalen Asylum and Industrial House
of Refuge. Last week a meeting was held at the
building In St. Paul’'s Ward, Toronto. The dedica-
tion service was conducted by the Rev, Dr, Reld.
Representative ministers of the varlous Evangelicat
churches were present. Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, at
the request of the secretary, Mrs, Ewart, read the
twenty-ninth annual report of the Magdalen Asylum,
from which it appears that on the 30th September,
1882, there were thirty-two inmates {4 the Home;
since then sixty-nine have been admitted. Of thesas
only eleven have been recommended to situations, one
returned to her husband, one to her sister, six sent to
the hospital, where one died, forty.six left without
completing thelr time, one was dismissed, and thirty.
four remain. In the majority of cases they have done
well for a few months, and then yielded to thetempter.
And yet, even under these discouragements, we are
cheered by many proofs of gratitude and earnest de-
sire to reform (we never dismiss but for insubordina.
tion and vile language). The amount of remunera-
tive work they do shows that they are not ungrateful
‘or the kindness shown them. The sum realized by
their labour this last year was $1.615.18—about the
same as last year. It is always to be remembered
that all this is in cxcess of that reguired for the
Home.

WEERLY HRALTH BULLETIN.~The unusually low
temperature for the season, has not been associated
with those other conditions of great daily range and
moisture, which tend, as we have frequently seen, to
increase certaln classes of diseases, Thus, although
Bronchitis has slightly increaszd, Influenza has de-
creased ; Consumption has not relatively increased,
and Pncumonia has slightly decreased. We do, how—
ever, notice that both Neuralgia and Rbeumatism
have made a rapid advanceé ; and with this, as British
statisticians have again and again pointed out, we
associate the unusually great prevalence of easteraly
winds, along with a gradually diminishing. barometric
pressure, Regarding Fevers, we notice that two suc-
cessive weeks of low temperature have reduced the
degree of prevalence of Intermittent, and that-Enteric
(Typhoid) shows no tendeticy to decrease. Endemid
in most Districts, its epidemic prevalence is noted ia
several localities, noticeably one In Distrct 11, north-
castern part of the Provlncc, where one correspond:
ent alone reports ten cases in his practice. Wcagam
solicit from correspondents everywhere the fallest par.
ticulars regarding the origin and spread of this disease,
Dirthbael diseases are dccmasmg, Cholera Morbus
and Cholera Infantum having disappeared. from the
list of the twenty most- prevalent diseases, Amongst
contagious Zymotics, Whooping Cough has very
notably decreased, appearing prominent only in Dis.
trict XIL, Muskoka and Parry Sound district, whence
fatal effects’ from the disease are g;pp_rged. Mumps
and Measles have both onoe more appeared, but .in
small degree. Such facts are, howevex, sufficlent: to

. warn the public to take every precautiorn against ex.

posure to them. Dxp{:thcria, with that pecularity

-which marks thls most fatal and insidjous dxsme, bas-

again suddenly det¥eased In prevalence,.ana. it is
pleasing to know that the frcquem rchcnoc to i
fatal effects on the et of the pu'bllc press, must tcnd
to put all on their guard agalpst exposure. toits eonta~
gion,
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