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dent of Missions, from the cruel and unmanly attack made
upon him by an anoaymous writer in the “ Mail " some
time sgo. Though that journal had made the amende
Aonoradle, lles were sometimes hard to kill. He con-
sidered that the union of the churches in Bsitish Columpia
was necessary.  If it is not accomplished it would not be the
fault of the Colonial Committee of the"Church of Scotland.
He quoted from reports of proceedings 1o their General
Assembly at its recent meeting, in which the opinion of the
desirableness of union is strongly expressed. He concluded
by specifying the many generous bequests that had been
made to ald the promotion of Home Mission work.

A lively discussion followed on various wmatters (ouched
on in the report, paticipated in by Principal Grant, D. J.
Mecdonnell, A. B. Mackay, Principal Caven, R. H. War.
den.

Mr. Robertson made a brief but forcible address oo Home
Mission work in the North-West,

The Rev. Principal Grant moved, and the Rev. A. B.
Mackay seconded, the following motion, which was upan:-
mously adopted:

4"That this General Cunference now receive the 1eport,
and thank the Committee and especially the Convener, for
theis valuable eervices. The General Assembly expresses
its deep gratitude to the Head of the Chuich fer the man
cheering features connected with the Home Mission wor
during the past year, especially for the extension of the
work in the North-West, th success with which tue Church
and Manse Bailding Fund bas been presented by its trusted
Superintendent of Missions, the increase of libesality among
the people genemlly, and thz great eneigy manifested by
the Missionzry Assoclations in the culleges in view of the
special expenses connected with ministerial labours in the
North-West.  The Assembly empowers this committee
to raise the s2laries of missionaries lzbouring there, should
the state of the {und wamrant, and also to take immediate
steps to provide ministerial supply for the place that will be
left vacant in a few months.

“wThe Assembly records its profound satisfaction with
the attitude taken by the Church of Scotland towards the
congregations in Bellisk Columbia connected with it, and
instructs the Commeittee to do nothing to impernl the unity
of Presbyterianism in that Province, leaving the matter
their hands.”

The Moderator conveyed in fitting and impressive terms
the thanks of the Assembly to Dr. Cochrane as Convener
of the Committee,

The Assembly then adjourned,

THIRD DAY.
Morning Session

When the Assembly was coasutated Fruncipal Grant ob-
taned Jeave to make the folluwing addition to his motion 10
relation to Home Missions .—** ‘the General Assembiy re-
Juices to Jeasn that the patent Chasches recognize the ciaim
on them that the new Distiicts and Piuvinces of the Do-
miniun have, on account of the vastness of thejwork thrown
<o this Chouch, and the gresent Jarge smmugration to Canada
fium Great Britain and licland, and heieby conveys its
thanks to the Church of Scotland for its grant of £100 for
the mission work in the Nusth-West, and of £50 tor Man-
ituba Cullepe , and to the Charch in Ireiznd fur renewed
and generous sssistance to both the Eastern and Western
sections of its Home Mission Commattee.”

Rev. Kepneth McLeanan suggested that a committee be
appolated to receive and examine References.

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.

Rev. John Laing said that this question is becoming more
and more important. Its discussion was very desirable.
His expetience snd fecling were whelly Canadian. His
prejudices werc Canadian. Whean he was ordained twenty-
nine years ago the minimum salary was $400, that zimed at
in present movement was $650. There has in mapy cases
been a large increase, but the sad fact remains that many
of the smaller congregations have made no increase in their
contributions for this purpose. There has always been diff-
culty in bringitg-the matter before the people. The late
Joseph McKay offered $10,000 if $20,000 were raised by

He recounted the steps

the Church for a manse fund.
taken to originate @ plan for the improvement of the condi-
tion of paorly paid ministers, There were different cle-
ments in the Church. Each bas a preference for its own
methods. Old world schemes do not succeed here.  What
is there in the atmosphere of this western world preventip
* gustentation 2" Mr. Laing then discussed the prop
plans. He made a reference to the ilhiberality of some in
the farming community, and he objected to the invidious dis-
tisction between munisters 1o self-sustaining and supple-
mented congregations. There onght to Le & common fund
to which every congregation can contribute, and a commoz
rate of contnbatioas. He pled for z eareful cousideration
of this question by our busincss men. He coocluded by
maving ** that 2 committes be appointed in which the elders
and pnivate members of the Church shall be largely repre-
sented, who may coasider what is the best mcthl;s of secur-
tng adequate support for the wministry of the Church, and
prepate a statement oi the subject; and in order to ascer-
taia the mind of ﬂ::%nndpal congregations and of the laity
of the Church generally, on whose approval and cordial sup-
port the success of any scheme must largely depend, instmct
that committee to send down the statemesnt by them pre.
pared to sessions and congirepations, asking in reply for an
czgxtsion of opinian throngh the Presbyteriea next year.”

Ms. George Daff, Cookstown, tnought there hid been an
oaworthy aspersion of farmers. e could not let the re-
fieccuon on the class to which he belonged pass unchsi-
lenged, In his neighbourhood he kaew several-who give
from $20 to $30 a'year for the support of ordinances.

Hon. Alexander Morris seconded the motion, ‘He held
that'the voice of all clzsses of the peopls: in tte Church
should be heard.on the matter.  The real gquestion was sus-
teptaucn, or supplement. You msy get a man for $50,
but he will only be a $50 man. It was the imperative duy
of the Charch to secure an educated ministry and to relicve
those who are suffering from pedury,
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Principal Caven wished to contribute a little to the dis-
cussion of this important—simost vital—question. The re-
Rroach of negligence cast upon the Church is undeserved.

{r. Laing's statement zemoved a wrong smpression on this
pont.  Of scheme making we have ba
no need of a third plan. What is wanted is somcthing prac-
tical. e proposed that ** The General Assembly is deeply
jrpressed with the duty of putting forth the most strenuous
efforts for the better support of the ministry, so that if pos-
sible 2 mioimum stipend of not less than $750, with manse,
shall be secured. The Assembly deems it inexpedient to
pronounze in favour of the principle of a suplemeutary
rathes than sustentation scheme, yet, considering that our
past working has been in the line of supplément, the Gen-
cral Assembly instructs the Home Mission Committee,
cast and west, to use their best endeavoms to put into
operation the scheme of augmentation presepted to the As-
sembly last year, The Assembly thus hopes to be able
next year to brung 2 valuable increase of experience to bear
u})on this great ioterest of the Church, with the view either
of improving said scheme of augmentation or of preparing
the way for the harmonious intreduction of another acheme,
towards which vur expenience shall be found to point.”

Dr. K. ¥, Burns, Halifax, seconded the motion., He
thought 1t undesirable to enter on any new scheme at pres-
ent. It 1s better to make advances on present lines. The
separation of Home Mission and supplemental funds worked
well tn the Eastern Section. He defended the action taken
by Montreal Presbytery,

Kev. Wiliam Bennett, Spningwille, did not like the motion,
because it staved off all efforts to relieve a class of suffering
men. Hedid not like the amendment, because he ts opposed
to a suppiemental scheme. Sustentation conld best secure
the necessary fonds.

Rev. D. D, McLeod, Paris, recommended the throwing
aside of preferential prejudices n favour of apy mere scheme.
He paid a trbute to the Moderator for the manner
which he referred to this subject in his opening address.
There ought 1o be no fault-finding as to the liberality of the
people, which, 1n many cases, was most creditable.

The Moderator then named the judicial Committee.

Aftersovrr Sciston.

The discussion on the question of mmistenial support was
continued by Rev. D. D. Mclecd who had the floor; he
moved ** That a commuttee be appointed by the Moderator
to draw up a deliverance for submission to the Assembly
on this subject of rumstenal support.” He depied that
$1,000 raised by each of the Presbyteries, wounld secure to
the whole minisiry & mummum sajary of $620. He thought
too, that the supplemental scheme would be better divorced
frum the Home Musion Committee’s work.

Mz, James Crotl, Montreal, seconded, and tessed the
vpiuivo that whatever plao might be adopted, the action of
\he Assembly would be hiberaily supported by the people of
Montreal. He thonght the divorce suggested by Mr.
McLeod should be cfiected and a commttiee appomnted to
devute s whole encrgies to the scheme of supplementing
insutlicient salanes.

Rev. D¢. Reud thought the motion of Mr. Mclead should
indicate some definute line of action.

Rev. D. J. Macdunnell claimed that the motion of Dr.
McLeod was out of order, as 1t was not stnctly an amend.
mept tothe amendment of Principai Caven.

"]I'hc Muderator ruled the mouon of Mr. McLeod ont of
order. .

Rev. Mz, Lyle, Hamiltoo, supported the amendment of
Principal Caven, and strongly advocated the separation of
the scheme for mimsteaal support from the -vork of the
Home Mission Committee,

Rev. Principal Caven asked leave to add to ‘is motion
the follrwing : ** The Home Mission Comnnutter .se instruct-
ed to take measures to bring the whole subject of the better
support of the ministry before the several Presbyteries aud
congregations of the Church, o order to awaken such anin-
terest in the matter as shall result in a large 1ncrease in the
funds available for carrying out the objects of the scheme.”

Rev. Mr. Lziog bepged leave to withdraw his wotion,
which was gravted, ana the following smendment was then
moved by Rev. R. H. Warden, Montreal, seconded by Rev.
A. B. McKay : “ that with a view to increase the salaries of
the ministers of the weaker congregations of the Church to
a minimum of $750 per cnnuwm and 2 manse, it be remitted
to the Home Mission Committee of the Western Section »f
the Cburch, and the supplemeatary committec of the Eastern
Section to revise tho present regulations, or frame additiooat
ones a2s may de necessary and os shall best conduce to the
accomplishment of this object, said regulations to go into
cffect at the earitest possible moment with instructions to the
Home Mission Committee of the Western Section hereafter
to sct apart for supplementary purposes a definite propor-
tion of the entire moneys received for the Home Mission
fands ; farther, that the committee, both east znd west, be
empowered to sohicit, in such manr=r zs they may deem best,
special contribations for the work of spplementing.”

Rev, Mr, Warden vigorously n-gporxcd his motion. He
claimed that by the provisions and operations of the Mon-
treal sustentation system not less than $1.000 it was anticie
pated wounld be added to the Home Mission Bund, and
carcfol provision was made that the Genzrsl Fund should
pot sufier meanwhile, owing to the systematic character of
the scheme, the minimum salary of $750 was stcured to
cach of the ministers 1 the Presbylery.

Rev. A. B. McKay, in & terse, humorons, 2nd forcible
speech, characterized the condition of things, which per-
mitted s salary of $4 000 ¢0 be paid to sowe mipisters, and
compelled others to labonr for less than $66o 2 year, &
scandal, If no other remedy were possible, reduce the
higher salanies zod increase the lower.  They had-plenty of
experi ace, all they wanted was cash.  He would hke Pres-
bytesies to be lostrucled to do as Montresl had done, Sy
something definite, give the cangregations an accorate idea
of what was.sequired, and the respoase woald readily come.
He thought the belter paid ministers did pot sufficiently-ex-
crt themselves in Il of their poorer paid brzthreen,

The Moderator, having-left the chair, supposted the pro-
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position of Principal Caven. He said it would require from
$20,000 to $25.000 to accomplish the end in view Ife
could not favour the procple of a sustentation fund.
We had a right to take precautions that the congregations
did their duty sccording to their wealth and proportions,
He disliked the presciibing of rates. They weakened the
force of appen! to the congregation.  They wished to get the
moaey but also to educate and elevate the giver. The less
we spoke of rates and the more of great principles the bet.
ter we would succeed  The Home Mission Committee met
in September, and Lefore that time the Prebyteries would be
enabled to give this matter consideration. e gave a very
decided preference to the motion of Dr. Caven. He could
not approve the action of the Montreal and tJuebec Prcsb(—
tenes, but after all that action wmight bLe instiumental in
awakening a proper activity in selation to this important
question.

Rev Robert Campbell, Montieal, said whatever scheme
was launched should be learned fiom the action of the Mun-
treal Preshytery that ao n;:r'cal to Jocal sympathies wasa
very powetful infieence, and therefore an extension of the
system could scracely fail to be_advantageous.

Principal McVicar was in favour of the motion which
would best contribute to the acquirement of the necessary
funds  Systematic instruction and eamnest labour weie im-
perative. It was necessary to say to every man, “ How
much will you give?"” There would be no difficulty about
administering lﬁc mont{. The difficulty was to get it,

Rev R J Laidlaw, Hamilton, supperted the scheme of
Pnncipal Caven,  He thought the IHome Mission scheme
and the scheme for the aupmentation of salaries should be
separated. He bad no fear but that the Presbyteries of
Montreal and Quebec would fall jn'o line with the action of
the Assembly in the scheme for augumentation of salaries
which might be devised.

Rev Principal Caven asked and was permitted to add the
following words to his moticn : ** Except that the extent of
the supplement to ministers in the North-West shall be regu-
lated ylhe action of the Assembly on the Home Mission
report.’

Rev. K. McLegnan, Charlottetown, supported the views
enunciated in the motion of Mi. Wardea. It was more

enial and left the Home Missiva Commttee more freedom
o the armangement of detals,

The vote was then taken. Mr. McLeod’s amendment
was declared lest. Fifty nine voted for Mr. Warden's
amendwment, and on being put against Di. Caven’s rmotion
the Jatter was defeated.

Before putting main motion, Pnncipal Grant moved 1n
awnendment as follows . ** That in view uf the ananimaty of
sentiment in the Charch on the subject of sncreased mias-
terial suppoit the General Assemb,j resolves . 1. Thatit s
the du'y of every Presbytery in the Church 10 see tuat no
minister settled uver a cuogrepauun withia s buuods ree
ceive a smaller stipend than $75v ot $700 and 2 mapse;
2. That it is the daty of Synods o sec ihas Presbytenss at-
tend to this impuitani mauer, aad to Jdevise methuds by
which Presbyteries having sesuuices inadequate to the work
shall be assisted by the weallheir Fiesbytestes wibin ns

rovince; 3. That the Piesbyteries of the Chuich are here-
gy epjiined to visit the cungseyatives within «hest bounds
dutisg the year, and .a thai ur 10 sume other eqaally effec-
tual way ascertaiu what amount of caiside aird « required
to s:cure the atove named minimum stipend, and that
they report accordingly to the next meeting of their respec-
tive synods, thut the vations Synods take the whole subject
into their earnest consideration and report to the ensuing
General Assembly whether itis pussible to attam the end
desired by this Assembly without aid from other Syvods.
The General Assembly agrees to the foregoing resolutions
with the confident hope that ¢ach of its lour Syrods will
take action so that the minimum stipend will be secured (n-
dependently of 2id from other Synods; and then that the
work of Home Missions proper and the whole of our work
in the North-West shall be carried on by o general fund
contributed by the whole Church. Farther, the General
Assembly instructs its Home Mission apd Suoplementing
Committees to use their uimost efforts dariag the cnsung
year to carry on the work committed to them.”

The consideration of this subject to be resumed to-mor-
row morping.

Evening Session.

The evening was devoted to the consideration of the
Foreign Mission work of the Church.

Professor McLaren, Convener of Foreign Mission Com-
mittee, Western Section, presented the report.  Hegavean
acrount of his recent wisit to the Indian Missions in the
North-West Terntories. The work there has besn done
very satisfactorily. The Indians are making mr&s inthe
arts of cimbization. The best plonghing he scen was
done by Indians at Bird Tail Creek.  Oane of the clders of
the church there is an Iodian; so 1s the minister. Last

ear has been one of trial and triumph 1a the Chuns misston.
Mzs, Janor had been laid aside by sickness. He is able to
be with us to-might,  In the McKay Hospital, foanded by
Mzs, McKay, Windsor, 1,900 patients had been treated, and
8,000 had teecived medical aid from Dr. McKay and hs
assistants.  Residents 10 Oxford Couaty, Oatzrio, had con-
tnbated $6,315 to found Oxford College in Formosa. A
minster’s davghtes on her death-bed had given $500 to help
the work, With this Dr. McKay had cracted new chucches.
There are twenty-six chapels- and twenty-six native ageats.
Onc hundred and forty converts had been gained dunng the
year. Thar contributions are genectous. In Iodia the
mission staff bas been reduced by the retum of Ms. Dougles
to Caaada. Each missionary in our ficld there has bap-
tized twelve converts.  Mi. Joseph Builder, 2 distinguisted
geaduate of Toronto Univessity, is about to procesd to India,
and M:3s Roger 13 expecied to retum soon.  Mr. §. S, Tag-
lor has been obliged to abapdon his iateation of jotung the
India Mistion on acconnt of weakened eyes, and Mr. James
Ballantyne is unabic togo st present.  The'fisancial candi-
tion of the-Foraign Missions 13 more favourabls than it has
aver been. The year's incoms d8 $40,218.  Messrs. Jobn
Macdonald and William Gooderham, of the Mcthodist



