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years, and Messts. \Wilson and Gracey were appointed
a committee to draft a suitable obituary minute. A
call was presented from Ambherst Island in favour of
Mr. James Cumberland, probationer. The salary
promised was $600, with manse and an acre of land,
The call was sustained, and ordered to be forwarded
to Mr, Cumberlaud. The decision in the case of
the Rev, Joshua Fraser was re-opened for considera-
tion at next mecting. An application from the Rev,
John L. Stuart, of Trenton, for lcave of absence for
five months, on the ground of ill-health, was granted,
and sympathy expressed with hum in s affliction.
The committee appointed to visit the congregations
of Huntingdon reported that said congregations were
willing to conttibute $230 towards Mr, Gray's support.
In this way the Home Mission Fund 15 reheved. It
was decided to send a student duning the holidays to
the terminus of the Kingston and Pembroke Railway,
for the purpose of exploring. Steps are being taken
to establish, if practicable, an ordained aussionary in
Carlow, and surrounding townships in North Hastings.

" The committees to examine the dist ous ses of students,
reported that Messrs, Bickell, Miller, Murray, Kel-
lock and W. Smith had complied with the require-
ment, and the Clerk was instructed to furnish them
with certificates. Messrs. Gracey and Matthews with
their elders were appointed a committee to tabulate
the returns on the state of religion. Intimation was
given that the congregation of Roslin had decided to
build a new church, and that the amount required
for this purpose was subscnibed. A comumittee, of
which Mr. Chambers is convener, was appuuited to
consider the provisions of the sustenation scheme-
1o repoit thereanent at next meeting.  The comrzittee
appointed to take charge of the election and ordina-
tion of clder> at Caniden and Neaburgh iepor.ed
that the matter had been duly attended to. A session
was constituted with Mr. Cormack as Moderator.
The following were appointed to lnok after the inter-
ests of the several schemes in the congregations w.tl.-
in the bounds. Namely .—Dr. Smith, the Home
Missivn Fund ; Mr. Maclean, the Foreign Massion
Fund ; Mr. Young, the fund for Fiench Evangel za
tion; Mr. Wishart, the College Fund , Mr. W.lbon,
the Ministers’, Widows’and Orphans’ Fund, etc.; and
Mr. Gray, the Assembly Fund. Dr. Sinith was cm
powered to raise within the bounds the sum of thirty-
three dollars, to meet a daim for arrears made by
Mr. Beattie for services rendered at St Columba.
—THoOMAS S. CHAMBERS, Pres. Clerk.

WE notice that a new departure has been made in
business schools by the President of the Briush
Ameznican Commercial College in this city, in grant-
ing gold and silver medals to the students who have
attained the highest standard in the different depart-
ments of the Institution. These prizes will beawarded
in the spring by the President of the Institute of Ac-
countants and Adjusters of Canada, A leading posi-
tion has always bcen 1aken by this school, and it has
dune much in preparing young men and ladies for
business pursuits.

THE WALDENSIAN PASTURS AND PRO-
FESSORS IN THE VALLEYS OF
PIEDMONT.

To the Pastors of the Churckes sepresented in the Alhanie
whose General Council was assembled in Pivladelphia
in Scptember and October last.

DEAR BRETHREN,—The undersigned were ap-
pointed by the General Counail to lay before the
Churches in” Amenica the wants of the pastors and
protesseis of the Waldensian churches, 1a the Valleys
of Picdmor., Northern Iltaly,

These chutches have, through long centuries of
persecution and sufferangs, held the faith in ats purity,
and at this day are among the most intcresung and
deserving of the members of the great famaly to which
we belong.  To them the whole Protestant Chusch
owes a debt'of grautude for witnessing before the
world a good cornfession, and muntuning the faith in
the midst of general decay and defecticn.

Since 1847, the Waldensians have become a mis-
sionary church, and have planted stauons inall parts
of Italy and Sicily. But the pastors in their native
valleys have been left with very inadequat= support.

There are now twenty-lwo pastws and professors
of the Waldensian churches in Picdmont. They are
very poor. They receive a stipend of only $300 cach,
annually, hardiy enough to give them the neccssaries

of lite. The proposition was approved by the late
General Counal in Philadelphia, to raise a fund to be
mvested in Great Britain under the charge of a com-
mittee, the income ot which shall be applied to aug-
ment the salanes of these pastors so that they may re-
ceive $500 cach, annually,

The churches of Piedmont will md in this cause,
but about $60,000 will be required for this fund from
the Churches of Great Britain and Amenica.

The first General Council at Edinburgh, in 1877,
appoumted a commuuee for the purpase of secuning
the amount required. The Council recently held
Philadclphia, have added to that committee the un-
dersigned, to act in America.

The plan proposed 1s that one-third of the fund
required, namely, the sum of $20,000, shall be raised
by the Amencan Churches, and two-thirds by the
Churches of Great Bruain and by the Waldensian
ckurches,

The Churches of Scotland have already made large
collections for this object.

This fund, 1f raised, will be a fitting thank offer-
ing by the Churches connected with the alliance, for
the great blessing of unity and Christian fellowship
which have pervaded their Councils.

It will be the first practical result of our co-opera-
tion, A noble monument of our catholic spirit, and a
harbinger of the great work which the grand Alliance
hopes to accomplish in the future.

mand that a contribution for this object be taken
in all the Churches connected with the Alliance, on
the first Sabbath of January next, and after the read-
ing of the Pastoral Leiter addressed by the Athance
to the Churches, or as soon thereafter as possible, and
they request the pastors to commend this first effort
of the Alhance for practical co-operation to all the
churches.

The collection should be forwarded to William
E. Dodge, E-q., Treasurer of the Committee, No. 11
Chiff street, New York  HENRY DAy, Chairman.

S. lieneus Prime, Wm. P. Breed, Wm. U. Murk-
land, Juhn Hall, A. R, Van Nest, G. D Mathews, \W.
J. R. Taylor, Witham E. Dodge, Wilham Neely, Com-
miltee.

SABBATH $6HO0L S EAGHER.

[INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON 11
Jan. g, } - Lukei.
A 1 THE SONG OF MAR} . { gy

GoubEN Texr.—*My soul doth magnify the Lord,
and my spirit bath rejoiced in God my Saviour."—
Luke i. 40, 47-

MOME READINGS. *

M. Luke i 18-25........Dumbness of Zacharias,
Tu. Luke ii. 26-38... .Annunciation to Mary.
V. Luke 1.39:55..........Mary’s Visit to Elisabetb,
Th. t Sam. . 1 10....cn.. Song of Hannah,

F. Peociit 122.. . .......Everlasting Mercy.

S.  Isaclxv. 1.16..........Blessings on the Godly.
Sab. Ex. xv. 1-19 ..........Song of Moses.

HELPS TO STUDY.

Six mooths after the announcement of the coming of John
the Baptist {sce Lesion 1.) it was revealed to Mary, a Jew-
1th maiden, descended from King David, but in a lTowly
condition of life, that a son shuuld be buin 1. her, vhom she
was iastructed 10 name Jesus (Saviow) because He should
save His people from their sins.

At the same time Mary was informed that the birth of
John the Baptist should precede that of her owa son ; and
she immcdmicly sct vut upon a juuracy of about one hundred
miles, from her home at Nazarcth t) sume towa n the hll
country of Judea {pethaps Hebron), to visit her coasin
Ehsabeth, the mother of John, in order that, in the near
prosp-et of the coming salvation, they amght together praise
God for His goodness to themselves and (o others. Mary's
beauufal hymn on this occasion forms the subject of our pres-
ent lesson.  Its divisions ate: (2) Praise to God for Per-
sonal Mercses, (2) Praise 10 God for His goodness 0 His
People, \3) Prause 20 God for Exacuting Fudgment, \g) Prase
1o God por senaing the proniised Messiah,

1. PRAISE TO GOoD FoR PERSONAL MERCIES.—vers,
46—49. Mary's song has be=n much admired by the Chris-
tian Church in all agex Itis knownas the * Magniticat”
from the fiest word of 2 metrical Latin version of it which
has been set 1o appropriate music.

My soul doth magnify the Lord. The word
*t magnify " may be taken in its ordinary sense, not to make
the object greater, but to make it appear greater than at
formesly did. The Lord could not be made greates than He
had actually becn, but He could be made gieater in Mary's
estitmation and in that of others,

My spirit hath rejoiced. There is no need here for
any mclaphysxcal distinction between soul and spint.  The
inlention evidently is to inclade the speaker’s whole being.
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Your Commuttee have considered it best to recom-
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In God my Saviour. Mary spuhe under fnspica..un,
aod it is scaceely to be supposed that she yaderstand the
full meanng of the wouds she vttered (see cifap ii. 19, 48,
50, 51), but enough of their gronous impore had beea re-
veated o her to i el waole spatiual boiag Wit cestacy.
Mauy here confesses her need of a Soviour, and s Liing,
with her own lips contradicts the Romish fiction of her sin-
lessness.  ““ It is a great thing,” says the ** Westminster
leacher, * ** when we can say * My bSaviour,”  Many people
can waih about Chost very beaouuiy awld civqaentisy. They
can linger upon the story of His life, and speak with tender
accents of His sufferings and death. They can paint the
beaunes of s character; and tell of the salvation winch e
has provided. Y ct tiey cannut say, * He s my Savwour.’
Aad what gownld ducs all thes kevwlalge of Cluist do hem,
il they are not saved by Him? 1 saw a picture of two little
beggar chaldren, standing on the pavement before a beautful
house, louking in at the windows, where they betield a happy
family gathered atouad the taule at thar evcning meal
They saw the camfort that was imside ; they coul describe
it; but they could not call it therr own. And while they
looked 1n upon the happy scene, the stornm swept about
them, they shivered an wbscit thaa rags, and feit the gaawings
of unsatsfied hunger. So it is with thuse who know of
Christ and his salvation but cannot say ¢ He is my Saviour.’
“They sce the joy of others but around them the storm breaks,
they stand shivertng 1n the winter of sortow, and their
hungry hearts find av bread to eat. All wur swdy about
Christ will do us no grood if we do not take Him as our own
Saviour and learn to call Him * afy Jesus.' ™

The low ecstate. **L.ate” hei: means condition.
Mary could see nu reason i herself or 10 her sutioundings
why she should be chusen as _the mothes of Jesus, or why
she should be saved at all.  She attributes Loth to God's
sovereiyn grace.

All gencrations shall cail me blessed. So they have
dune, and so they do to this day.  To call her ** blessed,”
or made happy, is quite 1ight ; but to call her *mother of
God " and ** queen of heaven,” as the Roman Catholics do,
15 idolatry.

1. Praine 1O Gou ruk His Guobness 1o His
Peurik.—Vers, 50. Puatung aside all farhier pereonal
reference, Mary now praises God for the goovdness which
He mandests in His general dealings with His people.

His mercy 1s on them that feat Him.  Asaiready n-
dicated, the words are prupheti, anu efur first to Gud’s
goodness 1 sending His sun 1o work out Salvation, and then
1o the blessed results of His work, flowing down from gen-
eration to generation, and spreading throughout the
worid. Those who *“tear * God, in he sense heie iniended,
aie, not thuse who aic afraed of Huw, but thuse whs fear to
ofiend Him, and who reverence, wonship, serve and Jove
1iim astheir God. It is by God's metey, in their conver-
ston that they were first enabled to do so, and zfter their
cunversion ** 11is meicy 15 on them ™ sunde Meicy 13 needed
as long as sin remains.

II1. PRrAISE TO GOD FOR EXECUTING JUDGMENT.—
vess. 51-53.  God's hoiiness 1s manilested inthis world by
saving simets {rom ther sins, and also by executing judg-
ment on the wicked. The prucess ot separaung goud and
evil has Leen going on throughuat the ages.  Either the in-
dividual has ewil sepa-ated from him, or, 1f thoroughly wed-
ded 10 1t he i5 ¢* duven away in his wickeluess,” and parted
forever from all that is good.

He hath scattered the proud. Tt ar casy to find illus-
ttations of this in the history of Isracl—the manuer in which
God dealt with Pharach and the Egyptians at the ume of the
exodus, with Sennachend and s ho-t, and with other cue-
mics of the chosen people ; but, in a s,.ccial maaney, it was
by sending His Son to work out a salvation which should
be **not of works hat of grace” that God * scattered the
proud.” From 20 rchigion of human inventivn is pnde
completely shut out as it 1s from the Gaspel scheme of re-
demption.

He hash put down the mighty fiom their seats,
and exalted them of low d=gree. The introduction of
Christiamty, of which there was then an unmediate pros-
pect, would effcct 2 cumpicte sevoiatiun in the standad of
character. That which is great in the eyes of the ungodly
becomes despicable in the light of the Guspel ; and true
worth, divested ot meretricious suttoundings, is mast highly
estimated where that Light shines clearest.  Is thus what
Mary meant? Pethaps not; perhaps, as already suggested,
her words carried meanings which she herself did not per-
ceive. It is possible that to the speaker these words had 2
very narrow semsc, reaching only to the dethroncment of
Herod and the vccupancy of the throne of David by the
Messiah, who shuuld rein merely as a temporal prince.
This may have been the extent of Mary's view at that time,
but the longer **he pondered these things in her heart ™
the better she understood them.

He hath fited the hungry with good things, and
the rich He hath sent empiy away. This again s one
of the grand peculanites of evangeial Chrsuanity. The
thought is found, cither expressed or underlying, all through
the daviour’s teaching, and through that of s aposiles
duwn to the desctipuion of the Lavdicean Church given in
the Book of Revelaiiun. Do nut these three verses (51-53)
cxhibit some of ‘the prime characteristics of the Gospel
dispensation, which distinguish it from cvery other sysiem
mentioned among men 2

IV. PrAI>& TU GOD FUR SENDING 1HE PROMISED
MESSIA.—Vers. 54, 55. These two verses seem to have
speeaal reference to the coming of the Messiak for whom
Isracl had looked so long.

He hath ho.pen his servant Istacl, “Holpen” is
old English for kelped. Therc was but one way of kelping
Isiasl--** I have lawd help upon One that is mighty ™ (Psalm
Ixxxix. 19).

In remembrance of His mercy~—thatis of His prom-
ised mercy ; of His pladge to Eve that her seed shvad jet
prevad over the seipent ; of the hope of a future atoncment
held out in the sacafices offered by the saints of the carly
Chutch ; of the covenant made with the fathier of the 1aithe
ful, a5 Hec spake to our fathers, to Abraham and his
sced forever,



