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' {Rexpd at the Ammal.Busimsss Meeting of tf)e:' 'Sanh_deiist C;;uruh,Jnn. 1), 1902,

" .DEAR SISTERS AND BRETHREN,—

-+ gather up the history of the past year, and plan for the one upon which
[ e are just'entering. . .
.- First of+all, let us gratefully acknowledge that the good hand of our -
- God Has beenr upon ws. Truly, thit hand has led us awd made the vear
- - prosperoiis. Iu spite of imp-riections, sinfulness and forgetfulness,
" “'the Lord has stood by us, and 1o-night we shall hear reports which speak -
of the favorof the Lord in every departm:nt of our work. That there
. ‘have heen blemishes and failures. we do not deny, but we can honestly -
.- say that the Lord has crowned th: labors of hisown people in this churche.
“or all that they might have been had we been more devoted and active,
we dare. not claim ; hut this we say, we have abundant reason forgratityde
to our Lord Jesus Christ for what he hasdone for usduring the year 1333,
and great hope for the coming year that it will be freighced with muchw
larger blessings. ° ) .
" As Pastot 1 wishto acknowledge the kinduess and co-operation-of the
“members of this church. This is one of the vital elements of specesydn
" any church. The people must uphold the Pastor's hands if victory is to
. rest with Israel. - T believe the heart of this people is loyal to their Pastor.
.. They believe in him, they pray for Jim. Thév speak kind words con-
-, cerning him. Hisimperfectious are 16t hidden from them, —no ong is more
" cobiscious of them than himself, but they are not enlarged upon, and iis.
usefulness impaired by hasty unkind, and belittling wornis. The Scrp- -
tares te! that we are not to rebuke an elder; butentreat himas afather. |
; The Pastor ¥s not to Lord it over God's heritage, but to"be an ensim-
- ple.to the flock. In the New Testament Church therejs no Priest except
. Christ. There is no distinction betwéen clergy and laity. But the Apostle
> - makes it very clear that those whom the churghes select as Pastors have
due them a certain love, respect and obedience without which sucgess can- |
= <. not-¢rown their efforts. They are to feed the flock of Gbd, but how cafl -
they feed them if they ¥ill not come to the feeding pldce. They are to
-« Have oversight of the flock, but-‘how can they do thisfAf the flock rehel
- .\ against their leadership. The leadership of a Christ]
© ’the most delicate and yet the strongest in the w, It must be willing-
. ly and pot by constraiat. It is a leadership ¢f love. That -makesit.the
-strongest possible ; for men will do and dare="When they love. Itis then
- of first importance to the sucress.of a church that they love their Pastor.

.. A wouderful love, téo, rooted and grounded in our love to Jesus Christ.
" 1 believe that the North Baptist Church is truly Christian in the love. < w

 sympathy and sné:g)ort which she gives to her Pastor. I want to record
- ny appreciation of the genuine love which the church has shown meever
- wsince I came among you as an uader shepherd. It has not failed in the
" .- most trying times. It has buoyed me up when otherwise I wonld have
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Another year has finished its course, We are here asa curch Yo |

7% ‘with gbundant suceess. That the fesults have been all that God demands |

church is one of |
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