
THE FAVORITE.

la a vaste of your Urne tW rernind me of what I
already knov. I should indeed have been a
tool to refuse a larger roui thau you could at-
ford."l

IlYes ; when I had paid for ail the improve.
iflents. Was tixat jut ?"I

"Just: Weil, I dou't know ; I'm certain il
Was leg. You forget, I amn a lavyor."1

"Forget ! You lake care that noue of your
dependants should ever do that."1

Squlre Wolfhurst chrugged hic ahouldorc, sud
smiled.

Yoatlay strue, Squire; but you knovW

"iPardon me ; I do not. Whou 1Mr. Raeburn
died, I was obllged Wo take hie estatos lu psY-
ment or large sume et miono>' 1hall avuccd to
hlmn. T wnA biR leeal adviserg you knoW."

4cYes ; sud heavl>'ho pald for the sdvice,"
Iliuttered Grayllug.

"iWeil, at hie death, hi. con Eraient vas left
pennileas. Il vas no tault of mine, sud I could
not have beon blamed If I had leOt i hm W hie
fate. Nov what dld I do?7 I toek the, boy, lied
hlm educated, sud have given hlm a lucrative

* posl under ibis roof, whlch muet bo a comforl,
to hlm considerlng the place was once his
father's."

"lA great comfort, I ehould thluk, Wo be a ser-
'Vant were you vere once young master," cmld
Grayllng, bitterly.

* Better than tarVaion, ce>' riend. Why
*don' t yen asic Farmner (rowihor Wo take you InWo

bis service ? Because yoero 1 proud. Weil,
Prîde, like other things, coste a price ; lu thie
case it Is absolute wat; sud, If you lice te pur-
chas', sncb expensîve luxuries, deu'i ask me te,
Psy for them !

"I have asked, and been refused t"
"That ls a pity. You See, aIl are uot as klnd.

hoarted as 1 an. Ernestlale ortuuate.fr'
"Very," eald Grayling, his face flushlng vîlli

Passion ai these taunts; but, if report seake
Correctly, Mr. Ernest mn>', one day, clalm hie
rights, your title hoe would not ho too good, If
Certain papers, whlch are rnlesing, cenid ho
feund."1

"iThat tseuough, my frleud," put lu Mr.
Woîfhurst, ln bland Wunec. 1"To-morrow,"unlese
>'on psy the mono>', I put You imb prIcon-turu
Your wîfe and cbild eu It uWtheeetreets W ustarvo
or liv', as bout 1h.>' can. You hear my doter-
Xnnatlon ? Nov go 1t"

"Have you ne mercy"
"None,; for the words yon bave epoken do

flot deservo t"
Ai that moment a tond knoekiug vas heard

a t the door.
4sJust lu lime," muttered 1Mr. Welfburct.

"Corne ln," he crled; sud the nont moment a
Servant entered the room, sud anuouucod the
arrivai of n Mr. Chaiko>'. IdChalko> t "lcaId 1fr.
Wolfhurst; divhat eau hovautf Tell i hm W
Watt. Yei, cia>'; on censlderation, you ma>'
show hlm ln, sud take thie man away."1

Graytiug cnfféed hlmself W b. led from the
room, merely glauclug aI 1Mr. Chaîke>', a tim.
faced, ferret.looklug min, wbo ceemod to have
followed the serfant right up Wo the Squlre's
thoor.

si1 suppose the Squire hie been bard ounyyu
Xaster Graylng? Den't look no downuat upon
It, min ; th',Squire'c bard npou ah etf us. Ho
treata Master Ernest very badl>', oui>' the
Yoeung fellow loves bic niece, and so pute up
Witli IL.Then lbere'c tue ulece, Mise Ilel,
elways belug tbld that cie wac laken oui of the
gutior by hlm. A', sud liaI lier mother <ied
there, too. It'c a lîvel>' place, 1h. Hall'. be-
t'omne, under hlm. Bt--"

The man paueed W ileten Wo the violent ring-
lng of a bell.

IlThat'c the Squitelâ bell. Watt bore ; I vou't
b', a minute."

lie dlsappeared, leaving Grayllng standing
close b>' the kîtchen ; but roturuod lu a short
Uime, willi an amazed look ou hic face.

14I'mn bleci If 1 ever aaw the 1k.etfthat t"
saidthie man. tgThere'e that fliow Chalko>'
5eated ln the Squire's chair, sud there'. master
lrembllug sud shaking, s.leauiug up agin the
raanel-ptece.-,t Brandy 1t meysthe fSquire.a'A>' 1
brandy!1 'calîs Chaîke>', as 0001 as a onoumbor.
Weil, I get the brandy, sud Chaîke>' fille bic
glass, winks ai Squire, sud drinks il off. The
î8 qntire, lie fille hait a tumbler sud drinks Ibat
Off, sud tien, seelng me, choute 4'Begene t'P for
8611 tLe vorld 1k. 1he feliev lu 1h. show at the
fair. Come sud have a glace of aie; it'll do
l'on good, Master Griyllug."1

4"No, ihank you, ni> good feolv," replied the
farmner. si 1canriol drink lu Ibishonne.; the
51', wonld choke me. If 7011 Weuld do me c
Service ilet me oui b>' 1he sîde door, lbadina
a.cross the park. 1 do ilot care for the servants
tO cee me lu ibis s81610."

The good.uatured fellow looked ai Grayllug'e
trOubled countenauce, sud led tbe va>' W the
tde door, wbere ho vlehed the brokon-heartot!
ftraer a frieudl>' good nlght.

girl. 1"Oh, boy I do wlcb my uncle would ho
kinder 1"I

osIVe not lu hi. nature, miss," sild Grayllug.
16 1oftou Wonder boy you eau ho reiated le
hlm."l

"sW. are euh>' counected b>' marriage,"1 re.
pied Isabel, bhusbing. 14That makes il aIl tb.
kindor bis taklug care Of me."

ifCaro t " crlod Ernest, Paesieuatei>'. 4"Nice.
care ho hie taken et yen t Do yen tblnk Il Who
love yen, don't c0o yenr heart le riady Wo break ?
Loek bore, QrsYllug; I vaut Isabeho W n
ava>' vlth me. I arn cure 1 eau make ni>' a>'
lu the world, sud vo uhould ho no happy,
aud-"$

"iHave a care, Master Ernest ; ne good cornes
et deing thinga ou the ci>'. Ask: the Squlre's
consent. f3hould ho refuso, thon take your vite
openi>-'

Excuelug himmeif on the grouud that ho muet
hanten home W 1te1l the Squire's delorminatlon.
ho bc.de them goed ulght, and harrled ava>'.

Grayllug soon lackened bis speed, foe hofls
net courage Wo face home, sud tellhbis viéte b
noe. Hic pace grew eover sud coyer, unUti
ai longith, b.eWtpped, sud eaning agalusi s
ire., gazed il the moon, vhlci vas just visible
ibrengi lbe overbanglng boughe.

Bitter sud blak vero tb. lhoughts tuiat
paseed threugh hie braiu. Tue ver>' beatlng ot
his heart seemed tW reiterale tho word i"van-
gesuce." It vould have been a bad thlug for
Squire Wolthurst bad ho beon standing by
Grsyling at that moment.

Bo let lu theught vas lbe poor felobevîat ho
dld flot bear the rale of berse'a boots untili
they vere close tW hlm. Ho turned tW 500 vho
the rider vas, b>' vlhicbmoasahoecame more
mb otue flllrnoon-light.

Whetier the boras vas trlgbisned nI Gra>'-
liug'm movernent, or at some chadev, nmattere
not, but certain il la Ibet lie animal raleed ies
bead, sud cpraug quickl>' on oeeaide, throvlng
Ies rider, vho vas evidenil>' ne berceran, te
th. greund willi cousiderable violonce..

Iu s moment Grayllug had cauit the horsoes
bridie te proveul île ruuulng ava>', sud thon
hasteued te the man's assistance.

"fAre yen much hurt, air ? Ilho acked.
"oNet much, 1 tbiuk," sald the man.
"iYen siould keep >'our reins more lu cern.

maud," csald Grayllug.
"6Oh, yen countr>' fellove are up W lihes. sort

et thinge, but vo ci>' mou have other maltera
Wo thînir et. Just give me a lift lute lie addie,
for 1 muet net loue lime."1

Graylng did as requeeled. No cooner had th.
cîraugor remounted than the fammer rocogulsed
his tester. as Ihoseofethte Squire'c cîrauge
vliWtr, Mfr. Chaiko>'.

"cYen vers np at the Hall met nov T"Ilhe
acked.j«Rlght you are t1I as the ceoI repi>'.

fiThe Squire vas 111 fT"
"iHe lied a fit of the blues."
Wltheul valinqg for familier conver4ation, ho

galloped devu the read.
"sBah t"Ilsaud Gra>'liug, vbon lhe liersemanu

dlsappeared; 46be'c but oeeoe the Squrle
mou. Like master, 1k man; If ho bad broken
bis uock il vouldn't, havo Mattered ranch.
Hihios t vhat le Iis ? Ho basdroppeci bis
pooket boo."y

Ho plcked up lb. book, sud vas about to
place il unoeoed lu bis pocket, vheu bis curto.
cil>' ovorcamo bis betorjudgrnut. H. opeued
il, sud fouud Ibat il cootalned nome papers,
four flvo-pound notes, sud corne gold lunsaernail
pooket or purs..

A sbudder rau Ibrougi Grayiing vbon ho sMW
the moue>'. For a moment b.eeSemed as it ho
vore about W ciel the purs, trorn hlm; but,
chaugiug bis mmnd, he thrust il quickyI>' ishi
pooket, sud villi s creeping step, tM différent
from bis ucual flrm tread, sbrnk Inte the Wood,
sud seeking s b>-patb, made hie va>' sievl>'
homevarda, vbore ho knov hie vite vac
auxtouel>' awatilugIcaeturu

CHAPTER III.

Il was lais wlieu Herbqgt Ga>llug reacbed
hie hom-a mîsemablo place, ceantil>' turuisbod
sud lu bad repaîr.

B>' the aide et a ver>' oraI fire sathIbm,
ihait-ctarved woman, rocking a cblld'a cradie,
As Gra>'hîug eutered, che advanced tevards
hlm, snd, lhrovlng hor arme around bis neck,
asked hlm If lie b.d goëd noes.

osYçmsud ne," ropliod 1h. man, laklug ad.
vantage et ber klsslng bis cbeek tW tumu hls
bohad. 41The Squire lu as bard as atoe; but]I

8 mol viti a pioce et good luck on tb, rend, no
that w. eau cettie vîlli Squire sud go abroad."1
3 As ho spokre, ho drev forth lbe pockeî-book,
suad gave lbe moue>' W bis vifs.

Il vas resl>' s bemniul lglit W cee bow
eagerly Ihe voman clutched it. he couuted i

flot hide from me the name of tho triond who1
hae saved tusfrous miser>' and deupair ?"I

diI-1 den't know-that le, 1 muet net, eau-
flot tell you. Tou have the monoy-be satin.
fie&."1

laI1amrn ot satiulLed, Herbert," the woman1
said, reproachfully. "eThat money wae nover
lent to you. Yen have not corne honouti>' byc
It ; I cee hiu Iyourfaoo ; I hearItiln your voicel1
Take back yonr money-I would flot touch tit
for th. world 1 I

"1But tho child ?"I urged Grayiing.a
"1The chlid 1t11rojoined the wite. s"Do you

thtnk 1 wo'ild lot the babo be fod b>'the. pro-
cod otyur ruintNo; Pdsooner seoIt doad '
at My foot, and know you honest, than Weill,
and feel that Fou wore a tolon! tite; Herbert;
If you ever love mo-if You love thut child-
teli me whoe you got this mono>'?"I

diI found it lu the wood," roplIed the farmor,
drooping down hi. head.

os Pound it lu tho wood ? But you muet be
aware who la the lawful owner?"

1I, dou't know. I can't tell. Hew shoald 1I
know?1"1

siBy the pocket-book you had Juet now. It le
sure Wo have the owner's narne Inslde."1

44It lias not. 1 have searched through l."
OsBut I »aw come papers tu it. Tho>' will tell

èThor' are oid douments about Mr. Raeburn,
thoyar. no use."

4,Yen, 705, that le onough t"l crled the vite,
as deflghted as If the mono>' resu>' blonged Wo
her. 19You eau tako lt W Mr. Raeburu lu the
morning; ho willireturu it 10 the proper
ownor."

osÂnd eau you part with the moue>'1 Il"askod
Herbert.

01Herbert," roplied the woman, serrowfuliy,
"eau you do vithout MY lovef Toucli that

moue>', bo it b it a single penny to bu>' broad,
aud from that momfent vo coparate. Be the
came flrin, patient,, honest Herbert who wooeod
sud won me, sud neither poverty or trouble
shall partuns."

For a moment ho gazed at hor lu silence,
thon, clasping lier Wo hie breast, ho cobbod out,
"lBlots you, Maggy 1 1 wlll offer the, rney Wo
Youug Raeburn the firci thlug ln tbe morning.
Ho in always lu the park earty. Kice me, my
own darltng 1 Your love liaseavod me t1

CHÂPTER IV.

msndod, aiWhat le that yen would ftin koep
privae f?"

asItlel that you are a forger 1"
aiWhat 1t" deusanded Wolfhuret, llvld with

rage ; s"dire Wo caîl me forger lu my owu
hounes?"P

a-It le not your house," returnod Raeburn,
qulotly ; tgl le miueo1 I

aiyourcf Il vould have boon but for the
reekleceneseof yeur faîhor."

c"Stop 1"l ntorruptod Erunt 84"1 vould have
upared yen, for this lady'e sake; 'but nov You
vould abuse the deai, vhom you robbed wheu
silve, 1 have no more>' 1 Yon have oallod dovu
vengoance on your ovu head; I yull not uta>'
1."

steppiug quickl>' W the door, Ernest called,
ai r. Ingledev," ad s short, bustling, lttlo,

old mnuhurrti mb the rooru.
"fMr. Inglodow," uald Ernest, fitel thie man

vhat discoveries we have made."
do Mr. Wolthurct, my dear air," oommenced

Mr. Iugleoto, carotuliy avoldlng th. proffered
hand et hlm ho wme addreselug, tglle nov
nom. fitteen years &go since I Wold yen I kuov
yvon hadl no Vltle Wo these octales, sud that one
day I hhould have lh. pleasure oet jootlng you
trom. thom. At onoetUme, my late trioud, the
deeomsed 1Mr. Raeburn, dld me the houer ot em.
ploying me sa s iegal adylser. Tou met hinm,
snd ho feu itlcyour clutohec. Tou became hie
lawyer, but whlle 1 hold that position I had
ceeu corne documents whioh I kuew vould pro-
vint your ever havlng the»o estales. Iu a word,
Mr. Raeburu ceuld not sl them. Tlioy muet go
Wo hie cou, the gentleman who etande here. I
eouid not ftnd th05. papere, but lasI nlght the
chue vas given lu a mont mycterlous va>'. How
it came about had botter bho Wld by the min
who made the dlecover>'. Pleace W cail Gray'-
llng, Mr. Raeburn."

Ernest dld no. Grayling outerod the room,
aud doscrlbed hoy ho had feund the pockot-
book, and had lendod kooplng l, but vas par-
.uaded Wo restore It by Ievite.

saEarly tibl mornIng," ho centinuod, a I mot
Mr. Ernestlnluth. park. Ho took the pockot.
book, sud exsmlued its ooutet. Ro ound,
amongst ethor papere, a Ietisr vritisn by sa1Mr.
Ohalkey tW you, vherelu ho stated lie badthe
mlselug ppers ln hie poueossion, sud could tura
you out of your estates. ' But,' ho ald, if you
take me luWo partnercblp, ail wiit o wol.' H.
thon huins aI nomo forger>', and onde b>' slgnlng
hiniceif, a'Your old clork, W. Ohaiko.'."'

"ta 'a falo-bisl>' taise1 tlcriod 1Mr. Wolt.
Squire Wolfbursi came dovu Wo breakfast hurut..

lais the morniug after ho had rocelved Mr. U"Oh, no," sald 1fr. Iugiedev, "ibe papers
Chalkey'c visit. HO vas ateru, sud is volce are lu my possecsion; and vhal lle moe, ve
had lest mucliofets ielîveroru We. Ho finI have 1Mr. Chaikre>'bore, vho hbas cetesed nIl.
ased for hie secrelar', 1Mr. Ernest Raeburnu: Cal Mr. Chaîke>'."
lie vasabsent. Ho next called for bie uleco : The porson narned valked lis lb.heoem vith
*bo 4o, had gone for a valk, sud lied notocome a. quiet svmgger, noddotl carelesel>' W 1Mr. Wolf-
bsck. S190 r. Wolthursl etlred tW the librar>', burst, sud caid, IlGarni'e p, gov'uor ; lI's ne
îeaving instructiona for Raeburn sud Isabeho use holding out. Rather bard linos fer me. I
be cent to hlma direcil> lie>' returu.d, sud aie mev your garnoail through, sud bave spout
Wo admit Chaîke>' vien he ca!ied. alrny tirne sud moue>' W find thoce papere.

ouc. alono, 1fr. Wolfhurst paeed lie roem Yen bave b.d su lunnugs ; I havon't."
vili hie bande cladbed bhind hlm, but spoke For a moment, Mr. Wolhbrat remaiued
not. Yet It ceuld ho eun a struggle vas goiugsclient; thon, hookiug up, hoe said, cali>,
ou itbiu, sud liai ho, vili a lawyer'c chrevd. l"Gentlemen, I perceive you hbre a strongcaie.
uosaswvasoveing s complicaied case. If lie papors are correct, I siall oui>' h o e

At length lie servant knocked aItih door. happy W ond over lie emlatec, aithougi doing
Quiokly seatlng blmselt aI the vrlîlng-table, so yl bave me a beggar ; for vbat moue>' I

Wolthurct ascumed auneasy attitude, sud, scat- have laid out upon Ihem."
terlng corne paper about, liatIt1 migit osan as "ton improvemonts t"I chucklod Gayllng.
If lie b.d been verkiug, caled W lb.e servant «"On Improeomonta, as yensa>'" ropeated
W" Ci ore lu.",1Mr. Wolfburat. f"Sti, it Iwli ho my dut>' W

The door opened, sud Raeburn enisred, lead- bond them over. As for the forger>' sud fraude
lng Isabel. 1h.>' axenousenslcal."1

"80B yon are bore ah lenIt1" sald Wolfhursl. siPardon me, I eau coud yon Wo prison lu.
itMa>' 1 asicthe meaning of Ilioso osmi>' tantl'," nid 1Mr. Iugledsv. "i 1haveothiproots
vahk 7"Ilnecoaar>' W ectabish th. charge."

"o l l for that purpose I amn ler.," repliod e"Ho'a rigbt, gtiv; ho lise," naid Mr. ChaleIk>,
Ernest n oddiug.

goProceed, air; I arn ahi attention." "lOh, ne," iuterpcued Isabel ; o"ho muet flot
"t1Mr. Wolfhurst, I haeo long loved >'our nleoe, go Wo prison 1 Emneet, if yen love me, do flot lot

sud bave nov corne te aak your ceusent Wo our tbom hurt hlm. Bemember ho sav.d me troan
union." destitution."1

44I1tbank yen fer the ohor," vms the bitter "1fMr. Iugledov," said Ernest, "Ibtis man muet
rejoindor. f"The lady, 1 suppome, le villing? f ual b. lujured. Fer Ibis hady's cake, lio muet

Isabel made ne repi>', but the bluclies sut- go fmo. I vaut ne socount of boy ho ba% ma.
fnslng ber cieek, as ah. placel lier baud into naeod tue aotate. I onhy bld lizni depart at once
that et Enet's, voro more expressive liau thanictul thst Ithe love I bax Ibis lady lias
vords. saved hlm."

deHa t 1 se. boy Itlnl. Mr. Raebun, I Wti a blad sanloe, 1Mr. Wolfburst bovod sud
neltior gtve nom viheld my ceusent. Tho loti the room, sud, within au boum, quiited lie
lady la ablo te taire came et hersolf, sud, Iheme- it tfor ovor,
tome,' eau do vbsl ch. ikes. But porliaps It A month had msol>' paseed bolore Icabel
Would ho as veli W mutfortuIyou et eue or Ivo hocame M mRaeburn, and thero vore Car'
lhingcl before yen coucinde Ibis marriago. Iu lis dolngs aI OMfrlon.' Hov the belle eftIhe old
firel place. Ibis lad>' iiifl nthave s farthlng churcl i ddring t The>' aeemed s If lie>' ere
froni mue, elîber duriug my lits, or after my rond>' W, crack their aides willi merrmment, sud
dealli 1 have kepl ber oui et chsrlty. Wheu the old holfmy rockod untllie Oak hosau
yen mary ber, yen mueI keep lier. Hev yen -cresked undor the vibration of tb. mune.
wiii manage W ,de liaI, i caunot sa>', for I haveo r0feourso, Grsyling sud bis vite voe themo,
appoiuledl a nev secrotary, Mr. Chae>, vlio amongutt ho tenants. Ro made lie speechi et
viii arrive boe. bie momnug; yen viii bave tue dinnor ou tbe lavu, vbsreiu ho bold thora
ln :tbe aftemuoon. If yen sUuI visi le have boy lb.ega" Squl iTed put hlm IntO lbe largo
Isabel, take lier villi yen; if net, cie May' re- farta ver lb. Meadow lande; sud, hsving lm-
main bore. Good morulmg." bibed preli>' freel>'ofethe 4Oober," lie gave

"sPardon me, Mr. Wolhurt ; car Interviev lie sWory efthte poet.book aud bis dreadtui
1a not sI su eud," said Ernest. d"Tioesare temptatien, sud boy l ie t deventuali>' hoon
other malter. I muet cpoak about hofore 1I bave fiSavod bX. Love."
tIIs oom, air 1t"

"6You have beard vhat I sald. 1 neyer alter________
my deermitnatien. Leave lie room mstaul>,
or 1Isali have Wo caîl My servante, sud have HoGQ, th. Ettriok Shoplierd happeued te bo
yen rrnmeved." cémed aI dinuor fient tW a daughter et Sir Wi-

"fCali them if you yull,"l repllod Ernest, "ebut lierm Dryndals. Bie wva chemmlung young lady
t il i oui>' ho forcing me Wo make public Ihel -uuaftbd, affable, sud ciover. Te corne ru-

twhlcb 1 vouid tain koop secret. I advise yen me mark viel ho made, she repllod, IfYou're s
pause, air, sud limisu te me hofore yen ring tlie Cunu> man, 1Mr. Borg." To vici lie nstautl>'
bell." mrejoined, di And yo're s nîce lassie, Mime Dryc.

1fMr. Woithurstliooked e1 Ernest Raeburn'e Jale. Neari>' ail girls are lmke a bundie et pans
a tf ansuceelng iscalas determinatien, loftI cnlb>' the mare nmaghine - ye're not et Ibe
1 thie bail, sud soating bimuelf ut the table, de.- undie."
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