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' Yarty, as Miko beat on tho door la tho cnergy
¥, of despalr, and groanod in mortal torror. » Can't

< yo mapko usg of yor oyed, dike

4% 111xo's back, and, confused by the turmol, was
£ rushing up and down tho browl expanss of his
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Ho- kicked the door viclently, roaring ia o
vo}'oo thatopt-howied tho tempoats .

iLet mo out, yar soyls, lot ma. oul (or tho
lova qf glopy!  Ochl mo shirt’s burnin’ into
holes on mo back wid tho cyes of hor! Biand
betane us, Caplin dear, and spake her fuir.
11's yorselt has the larnin’, an’ sure wa.. i thoy'ro
& corp 1v's only the Latln thoy mind, De pro-
Jundi3 osoulum, an' got out wid yol”

1 Leave gq of that yowling,” roared aut Joo

% “Tu1s(t an’ bave tho oyo-balls ov me molted

“ ¢lano out? en't bor oyes scrupin’ the flosh ov
*“mo this mihnit ltke red-bot claws. Capiin,
.. Captin, out wid the Latlnity, or wo'so lost eo-
AF thiroly.”

Ar. Murphy was not allogether tho slave of
P tmagination, Ths squirrel kad dropped in an
? ngony of toarror from his oyrie on tho raftor to

P shoalders, making froo uso of his sharpolaira to
§ tho exttomo detriment of the ioon acd epider-

¥ mit ol tho latter.

®  u)fike,” criod Archia Frazor, in a volco that
_raog like & clarlon, #look! soo who Winona has
brought to nx.  Ob, mao, look round !”

‘Thore wag such & thrill of Joy In the young
officer’s volee that Miko was encourngod to turn
his terror-strickon countenance over his shoul.
. ;!cttéh.mu' howover, olutehing tho unylclding

a
f  The onfrancs door hnd olosed with o loud
erash, and Winona stood 1n the fall blaze of the

¥ fre-lght, watohing Miko with eyos thet sclntil-

1ated 1o tho rod glow, tho loaping scariot touch-
fug tho rich bronzoe of bor lofty face, and find-
ing a dead refloction in the masses of dripping
cbon biair that hung dankly to her knces, Ono

A rounded arm supported a rifio ovor her ahoul-

dor, the other was olagped closely round tho
form of Androsiz. Howard, who, nearly un-
consclous, lonnt agalnst ths vigorous form of
[ tho Indlan girl, the clear outllnes of her marblo

featares sharply defined ngalnst tho dark figure
of hor oompanion. The garmonts of both the

T gitls wore rent and torn, and Androyin’adelicato

fuet were bruised and blooding, XHer head was
unocovored, and the dasky gold of hor hair,
clinging to her whito throat and shoulders in
damp, uncurled masses, canght rod pencllilags
of lUght from the fire. Her garments, soddon
with ralp, clung to ler Umbs, and her large
©y'03 wers half-opon and glaxed Iike thoss of a
corpsc. Instead of belng roassured by the ap-
poaranos of his boloved Miss Drosis, Miko's
terror was exactly donbled, but, fortunataly, its
effbcls now wero timply thoso of completo
yaralysis, and, his stout logs giving way uader
him, he siipped to tho flowr in a sitting posture,
proppod up agalast the door, bt ¢yes as round
a1 dbuttons, and fixed on the lttle group withan
unwinking steadiness that threatened o foroo
theom from thelr sotkota,

A wooden bench ran along tho vralt bssido
tho firo-place, and without & word Archle took
Amirosla from tho Indlan gir), and carried her

| towards It; bot Mrs. Harty, rocovered from hor

pants, pushod a low, cushtonod Tocker bafore
tho diroel warmth of tho fire, 2nd bads him
pluoe hoe In it, as sho began to show slight digns
of returning animation,

Winona advancoed with har unmal gupnle, ma-
Jestic, notseloss troad to tho hioarth, and teaning
with élasped handson -the riCe, watched Afrs.

B Harty and Sally, who hed recovercd Almost 1n-

stantly from hor Drief awoon, as they bosiod
theraselves abont Androsi, wringing ths water
from her halr and clothes, and issning shrill
directions to hoaess Joo to pilo on mors wood
ant 4kecp hissolf out of & body’s way."

The honest fellow war so absordod 1n staring
&¢ Winons that ho waz foamd to be Quits Im-
pervioan to lingudl remonstrances, and, to keop
Nim at all »oat of the road,” as Mrs. Harty ox-
prossed 1t, the good woman was fxin 10 resort i
free ase of hor stout clbows, and Joo wzs hos-
tled hithes and thither, baing appsountly quite
éuiblt to femove his eyos from the lodixn

The wals: was ronoing in iittle streama from
E Der balr and clothing, and lsy io the tiny hol-
juws of Lo roughly-hewa hearthstone, ke pools
of blaod $a the rich red light, ang, from the
shadow of her frlling night of hair, her large
eyos barned wilh a smowidering hoat and aro
ks tho roflcotlon of aconfiagration onthsdsrk
¥ tarnsofa wlldorness on & moonioxs midnight. 8ho

R stood volotless, her blask shadow flickoring vast
B zud spootnally aLrumm tho floor and whiteswashnl

wall, o statne of broaze such &3 {$ 13zionointhe
powes of the Indian to beoomne, motionlsss na
thoagh scolpiarncd Gom omo Arm and dosky elld.
1es sloads guze wrs fizcd on the pallld faoce of
her fusiorsister, calning a falot roso ia the
waratt of the apartment.
P Archie stood loaning oa the back of ond of
ths heavy wooden clars, with all & man's In-
oRpually for sasistiog in such an emergency, his
eyas also fagtened oa the lovely fadeshiaingoat
frun {hs soarlet fannel caslitod festoned (o the
Lmek of tho rookor Iike s0ms raTo GO trased
1n linse of perfect, pallid beauty by 500 master-

‘Tho tnoment had not yet srrived for explana-
Uoux to be sither given o damanded, thoggh It
mumt 5o confossed hls soul burned with impas
tonos for light 10 evolve from the mystecy of
§ thezadden appearance of the two gitls,

o folt & heary bund s owhis arm, and
looked up to find Joe al his side, xUU eyelng
Winooa, 10 whom ha dinroted Archie’s atien-
Uon'in & gutiaral whispers
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slung 1o ber wvampum. I'm bet, that's atl,

and .- . N A N

Archio glanced at Winona and bacle at Jos.

=) s06 sho's got n bunoh of diriy-tonking
horse-baic siung to heor belt,” ho sald, #but
what ol tbag "

Joo drew bis brown foro-fingor in a olrele
round tho top of his grizzied hvad with a slow
goatnro of great significance.

« 'm darned, an' blowod, an® busted,” he
whiaporcd, ‘¢ of 't'aln't n sCELr. Whar upon
alrih hov thp young catamount mado the ralse
on 1"

“En! What?” ctiod Archle In very natural
jsmny, #iwhat are you talking such robblsh
for, Joe ™

 You hot Iain't,” responded Joo confifontly
“1t's a scelp, an' fresh ratssd. or I neverseed or
teched ono wwhon 1 qar a youngstar on tho
Racky Mounta|ns.”

“Yes,” saldl Winonna, spraking suddonly 1n
Engitish avd turniog hor groat oycs slowly oa
1o two moun; *yes, behold, 1t 1s the scalp of
tho enemy of my slstor, ths sealp of the lover
of my sister. Io foll but two suns ago undor
the hand of \WWinona. The leaves rustlo on tho
body of Huwk-0ye! Tho crows clamor in tho
alr abovo Lim §

She showed her white toeth in o dazzling
smito of triumph; but reading the expreasion of
horror in the conntenances of her listcners, sho
darkened Into added gloom, twith a touch of
lofly scorn in i, as she looked at thom.

Audrosia turned her brighton!ng eyes on hor
fostor-sister, and held out her arms to her ap-
poalingly. Tao latter understood thio signig-
caace of the gesture, and, compressing her lips,
tora tho ghastly rellc from her belt, and gusg it
upon tho crimson cavern of tho gre.

«Jt s donol” sho sald, «Winona kept it but
to shotr that her tonguo was not tho tonguo of
allar®

Androsia’s face flushed tith joy as thio Qames
lickod up tha jast Abre of tho gcalp, bu! the {n-
bred {nstincts of tho Indian glrl had beon fully
arousod, and shio starod twith sullen regrot at
the vanishing trophy she had sacrificed to tho
wishes of Androsia.

Angdrosia Jookod ronnd her as ono awakening
from & droam, and, with a scdden yoll of joy,
Mr. Xurpby bounded from his sitting postare
and exocuted what her Majasty of glorious me-
mory, Ellzabeth of England, was woant to do-
scribo as 2 a morrlo veite.”

¢ QOch, be japers! {U's herself it {x, an’ no
speclither, at atl, atall. Miss Drosia, acushis, it's
moe heary's broko wid joy to sco Fo, an' it's
monded it'll bo suro if yez can only say that
it's not tho wlady of Hawk-oyoyo bo. Winona,
yer sowl, s7hin war it yo plcked off the honest
ginloman 80 party ¢ An’ how oem it ho kep
oz 30 3nug, an’ 80 menny oul afiher yoz for this
two months an’ more "

Wigoas tarned on the exeited Alr. Mcrphy
and looked at bim.

« An' besides,” ojaculated Aiks, retiring sud-
donly, «it’s dead ¥ seod yo mesolf, an’ Capln
Frazer hore! Ob, begorrs, 1s it come for o
dacens barreln’ ge are, afther all”

Mr. Marphy rotreated suddenly to the other
slda of tho chair oooupied by Androsia, as his
saperstitions terrors revived, and in cxprossive
pantomime besoought of Archio 10 quostion tho
sapposod ¢ fotch;” but anxtous ss Archle was
todo 80, ho ooukl not halp agreeing with Mrs
Harty that Avdrosia should at oncs bo placed
in bed, as shs appearcd atterly exhaustad and
Incapadle of attering a word. Under tis good
woman's directions, he earriod herintosn Snaer
Toom, and, laying hor on ths clean patchwark
ooverad dbed, stolo oat azala, leaving bet to the
kindly ministratlons of Sally and hor mother,

Ho fbound Winona wringing the hoavy masses
of hor kalr, and drylog ber doeskin tonle at tho
fre, watched by Joe from the midst of a cloud
of blae tobacoo snoke, and by Mike, who, ap-
parcntly, was slowly regalniog sonfidence, from
2 shadowy rooems bohind tho glittsriog dresser,
frora whivu he peered caatioasly at tho dosky
foxm and boantifal fxoo of his former po. and
protégé, bat who, cow wrapped i gloomy
musinge, seomed anounsclous of his presence.
8he tarnod abruplly and faoed Archie s his
lizht slep sounded on Lho boards, and hor dark
ey roved 1nquisitirely over bLis oo and figure,
hoth of which bore traoos of his recent sovoro
fllness. Afiko ceme cautiomlly from his jaur,
and pizoed hlmsolf near Captaln Frazer, who,
with a oordlal graoe, puzhed the rockor towards
Winona.

« §it down,” be ssld peatly; « yougeem greats
1y fatigued. AMike, put down more Wood
growa colder evary momont.”

80 ocortaln bad ha bsen of Winoda's death
{bat it sgemed & curloas dream, her dark pro-
sgnce ia that homols room; and hls voleo
sounded unfamlliar to himsalf &8 he ultcrod
these commonupiaoce words to ong, the mysley
of whose sppaaraace amoamt ths Uvidz was
yet unoxplained. Up to this momant ha Lad
had no lolsure to feel anyihing bat tho pleasare
of the rerionation «f Androsia, but now thers
=KL A PAnSd, and other omotions Ollod his heart.
He did not now woxder 50 rTauch at Mike's Qls-
play of wrTor, 1or dosnlie educalion nud a toles
+zble sliare Of common gonse, he was conscious
of a Xind of meuwal shivdr as b tooked at the

walrd beauty of the dmky coxutenancs bauod- |

1ag ovet tho lamo. Thers was peofound silonce
1o the room, daring which shs keoemed t0 read
hisinnes son! with hoer stern eyes. Her facs
roliaxed &3 sbe lookad at him, and wilh a smlle

she zauk wosly 100 1he low chalr, DI any !

4oubls as $0 hor earthly condliiad remala In
Mike's 10103, Bar Grst wWords Qlapelled Jhem ay

“CornabucYsl  Cap'a, otk al what abe’s gob | ofde id oz €T

1 Wof€1y Tei tho Wabdy ¥

orow
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T a Food,';- l;;o sald.
Winonn {s llke the wol

Joe's pipo smashall af 1t Toll to’ '3; ﬁ‘fﬂﬂﬂ"l.
and mless time thiu 1L tikod o 're o upd
pinoed botare the hAr-mtishibd gint cold maat
and broad 1o abindance, wifti 114 lacon', dut
hearty oxtlamation, « Pitah fh.? .

With 6very mionihfut tho 5}1’\ dovonred, in
the manner gFone'irho had nexrly died of lnok
of food, Mike drow a paco hoHrer, eyeltiz her
at length, she concluded her ropast, lio rushbdd
up anj took her long, sieudor hand in his brown,
hialry pavw. .

« Shursit’s the wholgsome, comfortablo apnpe.
tite ye have, nouslila, the heaveis Ho pralsed
far that samo! an’ (¢ wero Lothér than bell,
bnok ar canulo to gab thd catld pork golp® into
that purty mouth of yer own, me darlint!
8huroe 1U's yer ov™) ghost I wor afther takin’ yo
for, ma coloon d'lias. Tho divil o wan ov me
bud aid.*

Winona smiled gravoly, and scemed plensed
at Mike's evidont Joy at hor restoraflon; hut
:uddonly sha started and looked searchlngly at

hiim.

«TId Wawk-cye uttar the words of truth ¢ He
shricked it In tho ear of Winona thal the father
of her whito sister had Journeyed to the hunte
tng-zrounds of tho spirits of hils people.”

% The truth It twar, honey,"” responded Mike,
much affvetod, ¢ Thim hands,’” and ho extend-
od bis brawny paws, “natlcd him down {n as
comlortablo an’ tidy a coffin as yo'd caro Lo sac,
aod Inid the dalsy qullt over him, bls sowl to
glory an' his namo to graco! DBud how jn tho
name of wondor did 30 como across Miss Drosia
an’ that owdaclous haython wiggler, Hawlk-
U"O?"

A terrible light leapagd like a faming sword
from the dusk eyas, aad inzpirod by tho memory
of hor dangers, Wloona rose, tall and divinely
terrible, as somo darke avenging power. 1ler
form seemod actunaly to dilate and becomo
shadowy in Its outline.

# Inwardly brighteniag

With suflen hoat,
As s storan-tloud Jurid with lightaing.”

Her cxplanations we must leavs for another
chapler.

(T'0 be conlinued.)

THE QUIDBURY MYSTERY.

DY JUDGE CLARK.

Quidbury waz a dall place befors it had two
nowspopers in . But when the Cudgel of Pro-
greaz shisd ts castor into the ring, and the
Weekly Prodder squsred off respcnsively next
door, things took a moro lively turn.

Swashor ofthe Cudgel wasabdluf, portly, ball-
dogglsh looking man, whose grizzied wig bore
ovidanos of tho frosts of somo Oty winters. He
had a2 good head, Phronology said, but Phro-
nology doosn’t always know tho difforence bo-
twoan brains and rickets. Whether he woro
groon goggles fos woak eycs, or to hido s.rabls.
mur, was nobody’s basiness bat his own.

Prickle of the Prodder, 1n porson, was his rl-
<al's opposite. Ho wes loan, laak, and wiry ;
had light sotrel hair, worn closo creppod, and
lookoed & triflo younger than the other.

Both camo to Qulddnry strangers, and about
tho same Ume. Prickle bought tho WFllage

| cutchsap. 8waaher brought his materisls with
HHow two papers onild thriva whero oae had
| starved wasw rblsm cantiota people shook
{ thalr hrads over Bat such had not clotsly
‘ studled tho groat 1aw of cempolition, the force
whieb maknas the warld move. It was not an-
143 the Cudge! snd tho Prodder had espoasced
 opparite sidos af evary quostion, moral, social,
| and politieal, dixcassing them with an ferimo-
! niour Borcencas unexamplod 1n journalisitc war.
| fare, and poaple Bad begun o take and road
{ tho papors, much as they wonld have stopped to
!look on at o fight, that the fogles of Quldbarsy
! bezab 10 800 how twonewsvapers might dabote
I ter than ona.
1 Thoero Is Dot much veutrality {n homan na.

| realiy {adlfferent, or on whith we can witnossa

{heatled controversy withont taking sides. Xhave '

t known a couple of Tien punch oach othor’s hoads
Soyer & thooty {n metaphysics, and snocther
1ooaple oomo to blows over a csuine combat
iwhcn nolther ownod either ofthe oars,

Human naturey, 1o Quidbnry, was theaverazo
fariicls. It only nseded stitring up, and that it
sgot.  Thetwoaoditors were very ovealy matchxl
1 What they lackod in argument they mads up
i by bospatlering sach other, They oven went
;tho length of kicking up oas another’s ances.
' tral dast; Swasheraversing thatl Pricklswgroat-
| grandfathor’s socond cousin by marviage had
| bean oculvad into anothor If not o better workl
o2 the personal fntrodnction of J. Ketch, Eog.,
{ and Prickle rolorting that Swasher's Ralfaunt'a-

unclo bad been croppad as & hotaasthlet. Ty
nataral rosult fullowed, Quidbary was tslded
iato two partiee. A foll conrus of the adalt po-
puiation might havo baen made from tho ri-
{val subscciplion lste. Both padliabers pat
; moagy In 1halr pookeln. And more than ong
O3S 2 weadl, aud DAlLRY oboufrel belween

proceedings with axqulsita ploasure, and when,’

Caekler, whote propristor, after & yoAr's oxpera
l ionoe trylng to ploass overybody, taking hispay |
{n approved dountry prodace, wes nady o scli I

G — = —
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PO -
o Winpng is hungry. | those who hnd boon fast (ricnds before becom.
fromd s bl o' '

1 PR oL the Cudget nnil the Prodder.

" U'ti0 \YEnddy WasHow the promoters of so many
brolls themselvos cacaped culdsion. Theeaus
1 and Qéfancos oiiough Woro oxchangs xd botworn
them,” Whoh Swasher hinted, with deltonte
{rony, 6t a corlain nntural amatty betroon b
cotdinporary’s citlclo and & horsc~whip, promi-
winls, 670 lohg, to glve a pubilic demanstrationaf
ths frdt, he ‘of the Proddir retorted that tho
pot-valiant swaggerer uoxt door had better
lsirn {o spoll nblo A'st. Bat next dsy, when
Swasher paraded tho streots, armed with o slx-
foot cart-wiilp, secking his advorsary high and
lot\r, tho 'Intierwraa nowhere to Lo seon ; and
the day after that, wlion Pricklo took tho war-
‘path, dDmndishing o dbludgeon ke a weavor's
bsam, nnd varlously evoking his foo to thodire-
ful conflict, to orst herolc Bwasher camo not,
but made dofault. It was a strangs cireum.
stance that ttro meh, 80 cager to oncounter,
should 20 long continto next door notghbars,and
not only nover moet, but nover both be visible
nt once. Nevortheless timid people predicted
sanguinary consoquences, if tho two over did
como together.

Affalrs eamoe to a crisis tragic cnough at
last. On the Evo of nloealelection A sub-com-
mittee-man ran up to Sweasher’s sanctum to
urgo the 1xsuo of an extra, exposing some nowly
discovored plot of the onemy.

Bursting (nto the rooin withont knoeking, the
mub-committce-man wwas astonished at finding
himsolf, not in the presence of tho portly edi.
tor of tho Cudgel, but in that of tho gawat pro-
prictor of tho Prodder, in hisshirtslicoves, wash.
ing his bloody hands in Swasher's basig, acon.
plous crimson pool an tho fooradding tothe hor-
ror of tho scene !

# Munlor I" shouted the snb-committes~-man.

AMon rushed in, wild with exclitement. Prickle,
overwhelmod, exbibited all tho confusion of
suddenly deteeted guilt. He stammered o few
jncoberent wornds, Lut ossared no cxplanation
of the damning clrcumstances. An officor was
called, who hurrixd him off, baroly in timo to
prevent the ingietion of summary vengeance
of which ominous mutierings bogan to be
heard.

A deep mystery onshrouded tho affalr. Days
passed, and 20 sign of the body could be found,
Swasher had laat been seen going intotits oftice
afow mlnutes hefore tho sab-commiitec-man
conternd it.  That ho had never gone oat alive
! watanly ton apparert.  Bat how tvn hundret
! and o1d pounds nf earpee could have dren made
! atway with so suddenly, leaving not a traco be.
| hinf was g quory oaly darkencd by discuxsion,

T appeared for Pricklo at his examination.
! The cace ngalnst hiim was black cnough. H-
| wwas clthor gnable o= unwliing 1o give any ov-
planation of tho facts. In our privato consult-
ations he gave ovasive answors. J did the hret
! T eould, making the most of the non-discovery
! of the bady. Bat the elrcamstiancss were avern
wieiming. Pricklo’s nnexplainod presence in
tho private office of his cnemy, the lalier’s dix
! appsaranco, the conditlon of the prisouer's
baads, the poolon tho floor, a portion of whirh
had becn earefully analyzed by a rixing young
i doctar, who prannnnesd It baman blond, and
! discoursed so fippantly of Abrino aod albumen
‘nnd carpuselas that 1t was casy to 8a¢ bo koew
! what hg was talking ahaot — A%t mmhiac) to
| tssipate cvery remalcing scroplo touching tho
| prisonsr’s gnilt, and thase who had hasttabe]
| bafors ngw falt constralued 10 Jola in the gene-
{ ral vordtet.
: The msegistrate wasaboat (o xigd the fGaal
commitment, when tho prisoanor fosc aader
'gmr. cxcitemoent.
« Thls {s .all }nfernal nonsenso ® bo 0%
claimod.

© Slicoce I admonjshed His Honar.

© I teil yon Swashar's ro moro dead than 1
am,” peraistod the prisoner.

« Provo that, and it will sace Foa a worid of
4rondle,” remiacked Lhe 8qaire Aryiy.

v Send mo to his office and I'll Qo i4,° said
Prickie” -

Tho propoxal secemod roasomable. Tho ao-
cased was condacted, andor a strong guard, W
his late rival’s saactamn.

@ Atlow rae to cator alone,” ha said, « soa
jcan watch the door and windowwn."

IWith some demurriag tho request ®as grant-
od.

Prickls went {n and Slosed the door. In ten
; minntes 1t was opontd, ami tho astonizhed
( spectatorssaw bofore them, aot the gaant furm
4 Of the suspoctod maurderer, but the sudstaoual

» it1tore. Thore are fow matlers on which wo are ) Dgnre of his supposod tietm, and, strangost of

1 ML 1t wa3 now Prickis that war tonusitle t

There was 0 [Ittlo of tho ghostls 1o Swasher’s
plamp apporrancs, thattho fright whilchmigat
otberwise bave becn occastoned by bis sod-
den txning ap, §ave placo o surprise aod cB-
Tiosty.

Theacconut ho gave, Ia answer to & lorront
ol questions, increased rather than adated ths
genorsl ’etodishmens. Sitting in his ol "o
sald, Pritk had stolen in apon him, and, bya
fow mesmorio pamses, had reducad him o a
5taty of unconscioganess, ont of which he bad

dutsust retaraed. * Where bio had boon stawod
{ awas memawhite, or what hiad bacoma ot Prie-
Xle, be Koetw no mera thian othern

Quiddbury was ponplassed, Tho Bleck Arh,
many wera foand to Inxinnate, Mighit ot bo cn.
tirely & 101t ono, anad atrong binda Wote given
1out. , Swazhot cltcles, of the cxiatance O Tols.
tions, mode Intimato Uian creditable, detmen
1 the Prickie faction and tho Fathar ol Evil

Buwashior 80X out tho Ciklael ahortly afler R
W havdsons prices, and lakl au atlrehment 6.
e Prodder 0ZTa—02068 Wi TR iciot’s UiE




