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The principle on which Mr. Richmond formed
his ministry. have been laid beforo the roader in the
preceding chapter 3 in which were detailed the
soundncss of us views, aud the impressive manner
of his delivery.  He never failed to attat a crowd-
cd congregation, and seldom preached without the
most decided proofs of a divine power accompany-
ing bis ministrations. e alsc possessed many
natira! enddwineats, whicl in no smnall degres con-
tributed to his sucess, Ho was au eloquentspeaker;
bat his eloquenco was not laboured und artiticial—it
was the simple and giowiug expression of a mind
deeply impressed with the importance of his sub-
Ject, full of affection, and iutent oun imparting the
same feelings to those who heard him.

He used to refer his friends, who conversed with
him on the subject of preacking, to the udvice of
his college tutor : “ Don't use terns of science. " The
people huve no abstract ideas—they cannot under-
stand compurisons and allusivns remote from alt
their habits.  Take words of Saxon dorivation, and
not such as aro derived from Latin anl Greek.
Talk of riches, not of afiluence—of trust, not confi-
denco.  Present the same idea in a varied form,
and take care you undorstand the subject yoursels.
If you Uo intelligent, you will bo intelligible.”

Mr. Richmond’s successful application of these
useful rules, is woll . kuown to all 'who had oppor-
tunity of hearing his sermons. Tnuugh never of-
fensively colloquial, he was woll understood by the
most illitevate of his congregation; unor was he
satisfied till he had explained an idea in overy pos-
sible variety aud point of view. On tlus accouant.
he somctimes seemed to persons unacquainted with
his desigu, to employ a needless oumber of words.
It was vnce pleasantly said, by one who hoard hun
—* An oxcellent sermon, but wih too many vari-
ous readings.”

He was also singularly felicitous in impartmg in-
terest to what, in familiar phrascology, 15 called a
dry subject. 1Jo was once known to preach an
hour and three quarters,® on the mcidental ovidence
of Christianity.  On thic oceasion it was said, by a
sonsiblo man who heard hin—* This 1s indeed a
m -nificeut sermou! I always thought Mr. Rick-
moad a good man, but I now kuow Inm to be a
great man."”

Mr. Richmond as we have hefore noticed, pos-
sesscd a fino taste, and an ulmost enthusiastic ad-
miration of the beauties of nature.  From these he
often sclected lusteations, and ewbellished his sub-
Ject with allusions to themn. Tle used to say : « There
are three books to be studied—the hook of creation,
the book of providence, and the book of grace.
They confirm and illustrate oach other.”

These natural talents were conscesated to tho
service of religion, and gave an interest to his
preaching, cqualied by few, and excelled by none.

‘The editor would not be supposed, by these re-
marks, 10 los¢’sight of tho influenco of the Holy
Spirit, without whom ¢ nothing is strong, nothing
is holy.” He knows that * the Gospel is a mighty
engine, but only mighty when God  has the work-

® ‘This scrinon was onc of a course of lectures on the
evidences of Clirstiamty, preuached at Oluey, by the neigh-
bouring clergy. Mr. Richinond touk hix plan from the
*Hore Pauhnxe,” and applicd Dr. Paley’s prin-iple, to
every hook of Holy Scriptare, with great ing envity and
success. It is much to be regreted thut nothing remains

his servants, subserve his purpuses: aud in tho se-
lection of instruments, there Is always a peculiar
fitness for the work in which he employs them.

The effect of Mr. Richmond's ministry was also
cansiderably heightened, by the fluency of his ad-
dresscs.  He adopted a method of preaching usual-
ly called extempore ; without premeditation, as to
the words of a sermon, but not to the exdlusion of
much previous prayer, and labour in the arrange-
ment of its materials. It is a singular circum-
ssance,” observes a friend of his early life, ¢ that
his fint attempt to preach extempore, in the very
small church of Yaverland, iun the Isle of Wigiy,
was a total failure. He was so ashamed of it, that
he declared ho would not repeat the attempt ; and
it was ouly in conssquence of the urgent solicita-
tions of our comwmon [riend, the Rev. Charles llo? le,
that ie was indurcd to make a second trial; when
he succeeded beyond his hopes, and never afterward
found any difliculty.”

As a proof of the eminence to which he after-
ward attained, wo vouture to introduce another
anocdote.

The late Mr. Whitbread went to hear him preach
at St. Paul’s, Bedford, in the year 1807, accompa-
nied by a fijend, who had expressed an carnest
wish to be preseat.  The church was remarkably
crowded—the preacher animatcd—and the interest
of the congregation strongly oxcited. T'he gentle-
man above alluded to at leagth observed . * He has
now preached with incredible fueucy, both as to
matter aud language, for threo quarters of ea hour,
and he docs not scein even y&t t be exhausted, or
to be drawing to a cluse.” ¢ Lxhausted.” rephed
Mr. Whitbread ; « he can hold on, iu the same way,
if necessary, for two or three hours longer.”

Before we proceed with the narrative, we lay be-
forc the reador 2 few letters written about this tme
by Mr. Richmond, to his auat and mother. They
are not, indeed, conuected with any previous or
subsequent reinarks of our own ; but are here intro-
duced to preserve the chronology of the memoir.
‘F'hey are pleasing proofs of Mr. {lichmond's affec-
tionate attention to tho claims of his own family,
umidst the incessant demands of publie daties.

* Turvey, January 10, 1808.

“ My dear Aunt,—Affection fer onc so long
huown avd loved must indeed be asleep, if I did
not hasten to express my tenderest concern on your
account. My oftice and station calls me daily, m
one place or another, to pour the balm of consola-
tion into tho wouuded hreast. 1 canuot. indeed,
camfort you in porson ; butif I may be allowed to
speak in my Lord and Saviour’s name, I may often
do so by letter. Indeed, my dearest aunt, I shall
he happy in any endeavour I can exert, to prove to
you how affectionately I am interested in what re-
gards your welfare, boih spiritual and temporal. 1

maimed, the suffering and the departing ; and am
constantly reminded of the uncertainty of hfe, even
frorn one day to another. \What a glorious light
has the word of God thrown on the otherwise dark
and gloomny uncertainty which would have over-
hung the prospeet of cternity ! How full, how free
a protvision has our gracious God revealed for the
salvativn of smuers who lay bold onhis promises by
faubh! May you and I hc cnubled, under every
trial and pang of soul or body, to flee to the strong
One for hddp, remembering that in all our afilictions
hie was afllicted.

« May the recollection of overy past instance of
God's kindness lead you to trust n him, and repose
on his redeemiag graco and love.  May your prayer
bo constantly heard and answored, when =t the
throne of graco you plead what a Saviour has done
and suflered for you. and supplicate for a hoatt
thunkfully resigned to Gad, let what will be his

aun daily exercised among the sick, the weak, the|

the wrial which Providence has brought upon you.
May you meet 2t with the true spirit of Christinn
futitude ! Sancuied adiet. ms ave the Lord's pe-
cabiar mescres to thuse whom hieloves. May your's
prove vne of this kind ! Frequeat meditation on
the great chanse to which we are all daily liable :
w wioch the youugest are rapdly hastening—i
ighly profiuable to the soul, anu begets a watehfut-
nesy and preparediess of nund for every event and
arcutsstance.  =cisons of sichness aud debabity are
preuliarly caleulated to this end.  They are vten
expressly sent, that as m the day of health and
prospenity we aco to proue to turget the Author aud
Gives of all vur blessis, these tessengors of mercy
mway Le the means, i s Alungaty bands, of col-
lecting our wandering thoaghts. and affections. and
of fining tienr abudingly oa lum. Receive these re-
floctiones from vine who loves you. who wishes never
to forget that e 1s a nnnister of Chirist, and always
« Your alfectionate nophew,
« Lxieu Ricumoxn.”
“ Turvey, Jonuary 29, 1303,

“ 3y dearest Mot —The retarn of this day*
reminds o of Lty death, wnd cleemty it resunds
me of tanes past il anticipates 1imes to comeo; 1t
reasiods e of my deas wother abo, and of the
many offictionate stusativus wheh the successive
anuiversanics of 1y bt have fiom year to year
given bior, wising fion the nungled hope of good
and fuar of evil. Suiwcdines you bave arntten to
me on tus day, but list a letter should vot be penn-
ed between usy 1 tahe up the quill to write to you.
Aceept my hind, tauder, anld dutiful assurances of
filial love aud vencration, «ud ton theysand thanks
for all your cares atid prayers on 1y account, for
six-and Uty yeaw, nor ot ot ver be thought that
1 an instusible to whit L onwe sou. Tlappy shail |
fecl, if Ciavled atd pornntied o contribute to the
oase aud consulativn ol vuwr Jecling years, and to
miti, ate the dalaaitios o old age, by the duly ap-
plied excrtivas of Jounger years! It seems bnta
lithe wlile siue 1 was a by mysclf, returimng
home founi season to seascen, to eiyoy the blessing
and comtfort of parcutal aud sisterdy society and at-
fection at your howe: and pow 1aee myself sur-
sounded by any Yoys and Ll at my own home,
growing a; e and pripu ug o cooupy thp statn
i the wortl, which we now fill up. Itis an old
and worn out ramarh, how time flies!” Yet we
caunot help allmaking it in our tuns we feelits
force, ant ont of the shun iance of the heart the
mouth speaketh.  Oue caunat belp sometimes aya-
culating With zood old Davd, ¢ O, spare me a hitle,
that 1 may vecover my striength, hefore I go hiencs
and be no more seen ¥’ Whit a scene doos eteruity
preseat —the ycars of life o rst—c icthl, connections
dissolved—thie secrets of all hicards Liid open—souls
saved or lost—Chnist, a fronnipg judge, ora wel-
come savieur—all mistahes and cerors m religion at
am end—uovert fidee foundation utddermined—a
world in flames and concumed, as though it biud
never boen—time itself no more—cternal ages of
ages rollinz ov u ceaseless bliss or woo! Who
suflicient 10 speah on these things !

« Pray for ing, that sinee the Lord has sparec o
another yeu, Uomay wot prove sueh a bareen fig-
tree as Loretfore. 1 oadd fvok at all that is past,
and view m, a2l as 2o beter thon a cumberer of
the ground, Lt the gracous Vnedresser inwr
cede, amt hus prajer is full of love aud merey § ay
the Uwaer of the vineyand hiear. and anwmor . 1
bave been very unwell hut at vow much betze. .
the poor fig-treg is nut yct ent dewn. May it bear
fruit to the glory of the ather. Accept our love,
and give it o those around yuu s and bikieve me,

* Your afluctionato son,
“ Lecu Ricumorsp.”

of the sermon, except a few short heads of di sc,

uscd by Mr. Ricluwond at the ume of preaching.
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