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GENERAL AND LOCAL GOVEIR 1MENTS.

Tile Doininion of Canada is a Coiifceeration,
consisting of the Provinces of Ontarlo, Quebec,
New Brunswick, anîd Novi. Scotia. he Leg-iz-
latu.re of the Province of INewfoundland ]mae re-
Cently passed resolutions for admiittance into the
Union, which will be laid beiore the people of
that Island, and before the énd of the present
year (1869), it is probable that it w.ill become a
part of the Confederation. Arrangements are
being mnade, by which it is antioipa;ted thiat at
no distant day, the Dominion will acquire the
-wliole of the Huidson's Bay Te-TitoryM n tliat
Yancouver'e Island and British olumabia. will
enter into the Confederation, which wi.ll then
consiBt of the whole of British. North America.

The Goverm.ent is partly federal and partly
local, there being a Federal Government and
Legislatux-e for the w]îole Dominion, aud each
Province havlng a distinct Local Governinent
and Legisiature for local affairs.

The General Governnient consists of a Gover-
nor -General, nominated by the Crowu of Great
Britaimi, and a Cabinet as the Executive ; the
legoisituire consiste of mn upper Ëouse, Cala the
Senate, and a lower house, called the House of
Commons. The Senate nunibers '12 niembers-
24 from Ontario, 24 froni Quebec, 12 from New
Brnswick, and 12 froinu No-va Scotia. The
House of Comumons, nîunbers 182, apportionedl
to, each Province according te population, as fol-
lows,ý viz. >-82 froi Ontro, 65 from Quebec,
19 froin Nova Scotia, and 15 from. New Bruns-
wick. The seat of Govermnent je Ottawa, acity
of about 20,000 inhabitants, situatcd on the river
of that namne.

The Local Goveriunenit of Ont-trio je as foi-
lows :-.. Lieutenant-Governor, an Executive
Council, anid a Legisiative .Asserably.

The officers of the Goveruniont are nt present
as follows :
Lieutenant-Govermiior-The lion. Win. P. How-

land, C. B.
EXEcurIVE COUXcIL.

Premier and Attor-ney-Ceneral-Hon. John S.
macdoualdi.

Commissioner cf Crownm Lands-Hoz. Stophien
Richards.

Coîmnissioner of Agriculture and Public Works
-Hlon. Johni Carling.

Secretary and Rogistrar-Hon. Matthew C.
COneron.

Treasurer-Hon. Edinuud B. Wood.
The Legielative Assembly consiste of 82 micm-

bers, representing 82 eloctoral districts. It ie
te 'be ciected evcry four years, unless sooner
dissolved, anid inut ait at lcast once lu eaCh
yca.r. Toronto je the seat cf Govermiment.

The fr.anchise ie imited te male persons of the
age cf 21 ycars, being Britishi subjects, anid be-
ing owner, tenant, or occupant cf real -property
(that je laad or houses) cf the actual value in

citiesi of MO<», -oquil te £80 stg. ; in tewns, oî
$300, or $00 stg. ; and in-villagès nd townmships,
of $200, or £40 stg.

Aliens cannot vote at elections, .lut they enu
acquiro land, and ca, àfter a'residencoe of three
yecz,,ra, upon going th-ough certain, forinnlities,
becomue î)aturalized, aind so entitled. te all thje
privileges of British subjecte-.

In respect-te its G overrxent, Canada is seconid'
to no country in the world, if indeed it be
equalled by any. It appears to combine the
advantages of a limitcdl nonarchy ivith the best
features of a republic.

MUNIC)IPAL INSTITUTIONS.

Thie eettled portions of Ontario ie divided ixîto
42 counties, 'whichi are subdivided into twships,
for tîme purpose of local self-government. This I
is effected by City, town, and township couincils,;
elected annually. These councils have pover teD
levy, by direct taxation, rates anmd telle for the
purpose of local ianprovements, sucil as ronds,
bridges, harboure, drainage, &c.

ONTAItIO-GENERAL DESCRIPTION
AND STATISTIOS.

The Province of Ontario la situate to the
north of the River St. Lawrence, snd the grent
lakes, Ontario, Erie, Huron, snd Superior. The
River Ottawa' a n'oble s'treàm, divides it ftemn
the Province of Quebec. &t northerly simd
westerly boundaries are by no means well. de-
fined, so that its area cau, be given only appioxi.
mately. However, it msay be eafelyassgunîed at
about 121,260 square nmiles, equal te 77,606,400
acres, or almost oxactly -the saine as that cf
Great Britain sud ireland. The popUlatiou cf,
timat Kingdom je upwards of 30 millions. Ii
-%ould tiierefore appear that after nmaking due j
allowance for difference of climate and soil, On-
tario could well sustamn a population of at least
10 millions. ILs actual population at differL-nt;ý
îmemiods -will appear fromu the following table:-

1830 ............ 210,437 ]3y census.~
1841 ............ 465,357 do.
1851 ............ 9b2,004 do.
1861 ........... 1,396,0D1 do.
1809............ 1,962,067 Estiinated.

It wi] be seen, from the abovo figures, that i
its present population is about ten tixues what it!
was 40 years ago, a ra te of incrense consideraly
greater than that of the 'United States durig
the saine tinmc. The figures also show that ita
present population of about 2,000,000 la only a
tifth of that which it je probably capable of smp-j
porting, so, that there la stiJi ample room fora
large immiugration,.

Tho soul of t'ho coiuitry varies ini différent
localities, a very largo proportion being of Uie
very beet description for mgriculturzd pinposm
The natural advant-tges ofOntario are vemy
great; its iDternal water conmmnication ly
means of the great lakes la unsurpassed; m n
Imineral wealth, it has been pronounced by con-
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