
4 FORT CILAMBLY IN 1776.

The river Richelieu is the outlet for the immense volume of'
ivater ini Lake Champlain. Lt is a sîvift stream ; its cbaiinel
in somne places is wide and decp, but oftcn interrupted by ra.
pids. There are somne fine residences on the bankis of
the river xiear tho u'apids. The Sýigneurial residence is
very pretty; but wve tboright ive should prefer a quiet spot on
the bai', thanu there, ivithin !sound of the waters 'vhichi tumble
over the rocks in regsi,tloss force. Tlhis river affords excellent
sites for rnanufacturing establishments. We saw one place
for the manufacture of' lasts, perched out by the rushing cur-

;rent.

'- Government maintains a garrison here. The soldiers' bar-
racks are located a littie îvay out of the village. Chambly is a
place of considerable commercial importance ; hoats corne in
through the canal, bringing, goods from various points on Lakie
Champlain and beyond there ; we believe one line of hoats
cornes through, from, Albany. The arrivai. or these boats adds
rnuch to the activity of the village. The subject of connecting
the river Richelieu îvith tlue St. Lawr'ence has been before the
minds of' Canadian rnerchants for some tirne. Lt is supposed
that a canal connecting these rivers îvould attract much of the
western trade. Flouu' and <ther commodities could pass fromn
any griven point oni the front directly through to New York,
wvithout the trouble of transhipment. The great objeet ought
to be, however, to conneet the waters of Lake Champlain, or
its outlet, the Richelieu, with the St. Lawvrence at a point that,
ail things considered, wvill promnote the most important class of
interests, not simply the interest of Montreal, or that pait of
the country east of -Montreal, hut of the western part of the
country also,-since the canal wvould bce constructed at the ex.
pense of the Province. Public îvorks heautify, as wvell as im.
prove a country. Lt is necessary to use wisdomn in the selec-
tion of suitable routes anid sites for such great operatioîîs. A
false step, cannot be easily remedi-ed wvithout loss, sinc. if one
route is not liked, another may be easîly adopted hy the public,
owing to the numrber of ways in wvhich goods may now be for.
warded fronm one place te another.

It mus*t now be a matter of high satisfaction to those who
have spent years of discouragement and privation in this coùin-


