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dangers and drawvbacks attending co-
-education in the earlier than in the
later years of study, and one serions
drawback is, the laying down of a uni-
formi plan of study for boys and girls,
This is a coercive measure, practically,
while the admission toTnvrsy
l)rivile les is simply the removal of a
restriction, and coerces no one. But
-in ail places, except large cities and
towns, girls mnust take the common
sehlool education as now arranged, or
go -%vithout. And this system of edu-
,cation does not make the fainteat at-
ternpt at any provision for fitting
girls for the special duties of woman-
1100(. Not a single womanly art is
taught in our common schools, not
even tbe most necessary and important
one of plain needlework, which old-
fashioned girls' schools taug.à, as a
niatter of course, and which no woman
-married or single-can afford to
-dispense with. Not only is there no
.provision made for it, but there is no
tinie given, under the present 'dèram-
,mnig systern, to allow them to learu
this or any other household art during
tha very years wlien it can ba most
easily and moat thoroughly acquired;
and the natural result of this is that
tha neat, thorougli 'plain sawing' and
darning of our mothars and grandmo-
thers, is fast becoming a lost art.
Drasamakars, who reecive pupils fresh
£rom the coxumon schools, complain
griavously that they can liardly find
ona who can accomplish respectably
the simplest seaxu. Girls, of course,
*generally manage to pick up some
' fancy work' wlian their school days
are over, and many of tham cultivate
' crewal work' extansivaly, in place of
tha old-fashionad ottomans*- and slip-
pers. But under the presant irégime,
an accomplished plain naedlawoman
will soon be a rarer phanomanon than
-a good feniale inathamatician, and one
wonders wliare the womnan are to corne
from who are to patcli, and damn, and
gar auld cînes look a'maist as wvee1 as

th' newv,' for a future gaeneration? Not,
~aparntyfrom our common schools.

Had ladies some voica in arrangiug
the systam of education for their own
sex, as serns only natural, this de-
ficiency wvould hardly have 'been al-
lowed to exist so long ; thougli doubt-
lass in country schools whera thara
can be but one teacher-and that a
man-thera iniglit be a good deal of
l)ractical difliculty in providing for it.
But one thing migliYt be done aven
there, to obviate the evil. Whila we,
should not like to sae the elementary
studies of girls less thorougli than
thosa of boys, a smaller number of stu-
dies might ha made compulsory in their
case, and certainly a much smaller
numbar of ' ologies' iilit ha made
cornpulsory for femala teachers. It is
of mmcli more consequence that a
woman should have the gift of irnlart-
ing knowledge, and shonld ha able to
teach girls to read, write, cipher and
sewwell, than that she should ba able
to give thein a snlattering of many
things which in most cases they neyer
will follow up. '3fulturn 'non mbulta'
should be the maotto, instead of the re-
verse. Yet we often see inexperienced
girls promote(l over teachers of tried
efficiancy simply because they can pass
a highar exarnination in branches
quite superfimous to a good elementary
female education. By lessening the
number of studies that girls have to
learn at sohool, time miglit ha given
them to learu netbJlework and house-
-wifery at home, and if plain sawing
could not ha taught by the teacher, as
it used to ha by .-Il female teachers,
prizes offared for proficiency miglit at,
ieast encourage the cultivation of this
înost necessary art.

The health question ouglit to, corne
in liera also. Tha excessive study an-
forcad under the present system on
girls under sixtean, is far more injur-
ions than overstudy in the later years
when growth lias ceased and the pliy-
sical powers are coniparatively mia-
tured. Young, woman at least, know
better than to endanger their heaith
by overstudy. Growing girls of twelve

Iand thirteen do not. It iso haro that

sis


