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hiere, a gentie siope ; thiere, a ruggc(l steel). Now~ it lea(1s.
thirouigli )leasant* groves wliere the air is rcdoleiit of fragrance
and resonant with the singincr of 1)irdS, and 110w, thirough
(larkz ravinies wlierc the way is aliniost lost andlQ goneSr
iii- andl stunîbling. H-Ire, it w'i(Ids tlrotigl well-triinîmcid
orchards w'hcrc the ripcnied fruits are inviting, there it becoies,
a ]lot and dtusty roadway whlerc thc burden is hieavy and thc
travcller faint.

As we study the life and read the words of those whio have
joluriieycc bcfore lis, we Icarii two Iesso.,s

(M.iTe lirst is. tliat notlîing cani takre the place of liard
study. It is stili true, " Labor oninia vinicit." 1i\,Iwlgc
yields lier nuggocets only to those wl'bo dig for theni.

(2.) Thie second is, the valuie of prayer. Savs A. S. Farrar,
"The nieans used by. those wlio have striven to find truth and

becoine a blcssing to the world have beeln-study and p)rayer."
Ail Clirist's great: works-tlie cbioosing of the Twvelvýe, the.
Teniptation, the Transfiguration, the collision with ilie Jewishi
bierarchy, the finail tragedy on the Cross-were preceded I)y

prayer. And froin tliese wvorks, whichi Ne caîl great, iniay wec
not, make an inference regarding the rcst ? 1-enrvy Martyni
inourned thiat lie biad (levoted " too incli tiniie to public worzs'
and too littie to private commuinion withi God ; -" andl Rolbert
M~urray i\IcChieyne w~rote, " I ouglit to spendf the best hours
of th.e (lay ini commuînion with God. It is mîy noblcst alid
miost fruitful enîployniient." It wvas Luther wvlio said, " Blee
orasse est belle stiiduisse." The, study of mîodern science miav
tend to niak-e ils tbink only of the reflex v'alue of prayer in
st'iinulatinig our spirits and purifying our desires ;vet, iever-
thieless, it is truc that prayer lias a positive objective vaie, that
it acts really thouglh nysteriously on God. As Farrar con-
tinues, " It ascends for aw'av froin earthi to the spot whiere H-e
lias His dwelling-place. The infinite God condescends to
enter into conmmunion witlî our spirits, as really as a mil tliat
talketh with a friei-(1. Tlie Saviour of pity Nvili -iisélf look


