PLEASANT HOURS.

OUR MOTHER

H 1 many hips are saying this,
‘Mud fallng tears to-ilay,

And many hearty are aching sore-—-
Qur mi ther's passe-] away ,

We watched her fading year by year,
As they went sionly by,

But cast far from us o en the fear
That she could ever dio

She seemed 80 good, so pure, v true
To onr admiring eyes,

We never dreamed this glorious fruit
Was sipening ot the skies,

And when at last the death stroko came,
8o awift, so sure, so true,

The hearts that held her here so fast
W ere almost broken too.

Woe robed her in famaliar Jress,
We smoothed her gray hair down,
Gave one last kiss, then laid her 'nud
The autumn loaves 80 brown ;
Then each tock ap the broken thread
Of life and all 1ts cares;
How sad the heart ‘mid daily tasks —
Woe imas our mother s prayers.

We nio or shall hiww fivm what Jdark paths
They suay have kapt vur feet

Yet holy m{l their intluence be,
While each fond heart shall beat ;

And as wo tread the thomny way,
Which her dear feet have trod,

Ever shall feel our mother's prayers
Leading us up to God.

And for the one still left to us—
“(])url father, olld aud lone,

"ho hears perhaps by mght and day,

Tho old flmilml:swﬁe—? y
Wo'll guther closer round hrm now

1o guard from every 1,
As near the darksome riversids

Ho waits a higher will.

And when the storms of sortow come
To each Lereaved heart,
Lot faith glance upward to the home
Where we shalt uever part :
Where one awaits with loving oyes,
To sse her children come,
ono by one wo cross the flood,
Aud reackh tho Lheavenly home.
- d1nss Annwe Merrll,

TEN GOOD FRIENDS.

“ WISH I had some good friends
to help me on in Ihfe!” cried
idle Dennis with a yswn.

“Good friends! why, you have ten,”
replied his master. “I'm sure ]
haven't half 80 mwoy! and those I
have are tco poor to help me.” “ Count
your fingers, my boy,” said his master,
Denris looked at his large, strong
hands.  “ Count thumbs and all},”
added the master. ¢ Ihave; there are
ten,” said the 'ad. ¢ Then never say
you have not got ten good friends able
to ‘help you on inlife. Try what thoso
true friends can do before you begin
grumbling and fretting because you do
not: get hulp from others.”

VARIETIES.

« Never would call a boy of mine
¢ Aling,'"” said Mra. Jones, of Hunts-
wille, Ala,, “if T had a hundred %
name. Men by that name is allus
cuttin’ up capers. Here's Alias
Thompson, Alias Williams, Alias the
Night-hawk—all been took up for
stealin’”

A 6oop bork, is one that leaves you
further on than when you took it up.
If when you drop it, itdrops you down
in the same old spot, with no finer
ou100k, no clearer vision, no stimulated
Jdesive for that which is better and
higher, it is in no senss a good book.
~—Anna Warner.

Dr. Jony Hatl, speaking recontly,
thus enlogized Protestantism. He was
dealing with the assertion that * Pro-
testantism 1is a failure”: ¢ How,” asks
the Doctor, “can that be s failure

which in A.D. 1500 did not eoxist,
and in A.D. 1883 controls populations
to tho extent of 408,000,000 ; while
its rivals, the Roman and Greck
Churches, combined, contrel 280,000,
o001

Tue name of the forget-me-not ia
derived from & German tradition full
of melancholy romance. It is related
that & young couple on the eve of
marriage, while walking along the
banks of the Danubo, saw a cluster of
tho forget-mo-not, floating on the stream
which was bearing it away. The
aflianced bride admired the beauty of
the flower, and lamented its fatal
destiny. The lover plunged into the
water to socure it. No sooner had he
caught it than le found himself
sinking ; but making a last effort, ho
threw it on the bank, at tho feet of the
maidon and at the moment of dis-
appearing forever, exclaimed, * Ver-
giss mein nickt.)’ Since this occurrence,
the flower bas been made emblematical
of the sentiment, forget-me-not. We
have seen this flower growing in great
profusion on the banks of the rivers
and streams of Frauce, Germany and
Switzerland.

A Cmixesg leper girl was brought to
Miss Houston by her triends, on foot,
for nearly s hundred miles, that she
might take her to Jeaus, for Him to lay
his hands upon her and cure her of her
leprosy. Sho had heard a native
catechist preach on the Scripture nar-
rative, and thought that the missionary
lady at Xoochow could lead her to
that powerful Healer, Miss Houston
stated that she should never forget the
poor girl's look of bitter disappoint-
ment when she explained to her that
the Lord Jesus was no longer upon
earth, but she hastened to tell her
of His power still to heal the worst
leprosy—that of the soul—and set
before her “the old, old story.” The
leper girl remained for a short time 1n
Foochow before returning home, and
Miss Houston had cause to rejoice over
her having really found the Saviour,
whom, with such a simple trust,
although in ignorance, she had cometo
that city to seek.

LESSON NOTES.

FOURTH QUARTER.
B.C. 1062.] LESSON X.
DAVID'S FRIEND, JONATHAN,
1. Sam 20. 32 42. Committo memory.vs.41,48.
Gorper Texr.

A man that hath friends must show himself
friendly: and thero is a friend that aticketh
closer taan a brother, Prov. 18, 24,

OUTLINR.

1. The Peril. v. 82.34.
2. The Token. v. 35-40,
3 The Vow. v. 41.42

Tiur —B C. 1062,

PLACE.—Probably near Gibeah in the tribe
of Benjamin.

ExrLANATION.—Answered Saul—Sea the
conversation in the verses preceding,  Where-
Sore shall he be slat ul bad said that
David must be put to death. Saul cast a
Javelin—His anger was so great that he
would have slain his own son.  Fierce anger
—Not for himself, but for his friend. Done
him shame—Wronged him. JTa the morning
—On the next morning, as had been agreed
with David, who was hiding near by. See
verses 18-22. A hitle lad—To pick up his
arrows, Meyond him~—This was & warning to
David. AMake apeed, hasie—\Words which
would have a meaning for David. Artillery—
Weapons, hers meaning bows and arrows,
Toward the soulh- -Behind a store. Ver 19,
Bowsd himself—Showing honour to the prince.
David exceeded—DBecause his trouble was the
deepest, 83 he was going forth into exile.

[Dee. 9.

We have s:vorn— Vows of fasthfulness to each
other. Befween me and thee—As a witness to
the pledge and its fultilment. My seed and
thy seed— htldren and descendants.  Hearose
(David) and departed—To have no home, no
safety for the years until Saul's death.

Txacuings or Tun Lrsson.

Where in this lewson do we find—
1. A tender friendship ¢
2. A s If-sacnticing friendship !
3. A lasting friendship ?

Tur LrssoN CATECHIRM,

1. Who was David sinend? Jonathan, the
son of Saul. 2. What did he do for David?
He pleaded for Lhim with Saul. 3. What did
he do when he found Saul was dotermined to
kil im?  Ho gave lum warmng of danger?
4. What did Jonathan ana David maket? A
wvenant of faithiulness. 5. Who 1s our
friend more faithful and greater thanJouathan?
Jesus Christ.

DocrriNal Svaaestion.—God's covenant
with his people.

CATECHISM QURSTION,

48. What success had their preaching t

‘Theapostles onthedayof Pentccost preached
the Gospel to the peopic with gZreat succees ;
for threo thousand were convertea and baptized
in thatday, and a great multitude afterwards,

B C. 1061.} LESS8ON XI, [Dec. 16.

DAVID SPARING HIS ENEMY.
1 Sam. £4. 1-17. Commit to memory vs. 15 17,

GoOLDEN TexT.

But I say unto you, Love your onemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them
thut hate you, and pray for them which des-
gitcfuily use you, and persecute you. Matt.

. 44,
OuTLINE,

1. Love Forbearing. v.1-7.
2 Love Pleading. v. $.15.
3. Love Conquering. v. 16, 17.
Tiur.—B.C. 1061,
Prace.—Engedi, west of the Dead Sea.
LXPLANATIONS, — P hen Saul was returncd
—He had been pursuing David bofore, but
was ca'led off 5y an actack of the I lulistioes.
Wilderness .of Engedy A wald regiun near tho
Dead Sea. Upon the rocks—Places so wild
that wild goats found refuge in them. A cave
—Great caves abound in that region. Seul
went in—He could not see David and his inen
within, but they could sce him. Beholt the
day—David's men thought that he would slay
lis enemy. Do..as 1t shall seen qood—So
David did as it seemed good to hum, and
treated Saul kindly. Skirt of Saue’s robe—
The end of his flowing mantle, as ha lay as ecp.
Smote him—Feoling that he had not been
respectful tothe king.  The Lord's anomn’ed—
‘The kings were anointed with sacred oil, and
were regarded as sacred per-ous. oSuferea
them not—They would have killed Saul if he
had not prevented them. Danidstooped-Bowed
in reverence to the king of lsrael. Men's
words—Saul’s jcnloug had been increased by
false reports about David, Know thou and
sec—The piece of Saul's robe was a proof that
Saul's life had been in David's band. Zhe
Lord avenge—David left his case in God's
hand, conscious that he was innocent. Dead
dog—David assured Saul that it was unworthy
of a king to pursue one so lowly. Rewarded
me good—Given kindness when revenge wasin
his power.

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.

Where do wo find in this lesson—
1. How to treat those who do us evil
2. How to conquer our enemies?
3. How to show trust in God ¢

Tre LessoNn Catecaisy,

1. Where did Saul pursue David? In the
wilderness of Engedi. 2. In what place did
David and his men find refuge? In a cave.
3. Whocamentothe cave? ®anl. 4. What
did David's men urge him to dot To kill
Sauwl. 5. What did David do to Sault He
cut off the skirt of his robe. 6. What did
David ray to Saul after he had Ieft the cave?
That ho had done no harm.

DocrrivaL SucersTion.~~The Lord our
judge.

CarrcHisM QUEsTION.

49. What miracles did they work to confirm
their doetrine?

The miracles wrought by the Apostles to
coofirm their ductrine were,—somo thas wero
cripples had the use of their limbs given them,
mugtitudes of sick were healod by them ; some
ﬁ}mm were struck dead, and others raised to

.
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