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was now at an endy and that all power, with re-
spect to religious matters, was vested in hun alone.

7. The ministry of the divine Saviour was con-
fined to the Jews; notr wiile he remained upon
carthy’did he permit his apostles or disciples to
extend their tabours beyond this ditinguished na-
tion, At the sume time, if we consider the illus-
ttious acts of mercy and omnipotence, that were
performed by Christ, it will be natural to conclude,
that his fame wust have been very soon spread
abroad in olher countries, We lear from writers
of no small note, that Abgarus, king of Eilessa,
being scized with a sevete and dangerous illuess,
wrote to .urblessed Lord to implore his assistance 5
and that Jesus not only sent him a gracious an-
swer, but also accompanied it with his picture, as
amatk of his esteem for that pious prince. ‘These
lettersare still extant.  But they are justly looked
upon as tictitious by most writers, who also go yct
farther, and treat the whole story of Ahgarus as
entirely fabulous, and unworthy of credit. I will
ot pretend to assrt the genuineness of these let-
tets, but I see no reason of sufficicnt weight to de-
stroy the credibility of the whole story, which is
supposed to grve occasion to them.

8. A great number of the Jews, struck with
those illustrious marks of a divine authority and
power, that shone forth in the ministry and actions
of Christ, regarded him as the Son of God, the
true Dlessiab. The rulers of the people, and
moere especially the chief priests and Pharisees,
whose licentiousness and hypocrisy he censured
with a noble and generous freedom, laboured with
success, by the help of their passions, to extinguish
in their breasts the conviction of his celestial inis-
§I0n ; or, at lcast, to suppress the effects it was
adapted to produce upon their conduct. Fearing
also lest the ministry of Christ should tend to di-
minish their credity, and to deptive them of the
advantages they desived from the impious abuse
of their authotity in religious matters; they laid
snares for his life, which, for a considerable time,
were without effect.  They succeeded, at length,
by the infernal treason of an apostate disciple, by
the treachery of Judas, who discovered the re-
treat which his divine Master hiad chosen for the
purposas of mieditation and repose, and thus deliv-
:_red lim into the merciless hands of a brutal sol-

Lery.

9.y In consequence of this, Jesus was first brought
before the Jewish high priest and sanhedrim, be-
fore whiom he was accuszd of having violated the
law, and blasplicmed the majesty of God. Dragged
from thence to the trihunal of Pilate the Roman
yrtor, he was there chargad with seditious enter-
prises, and with treason against Cesar. Both these
accusations were so evidently false, and destitute
even of every appearance of truth, that they must
have been rejected by any judge, who acted upon
‘the principles of common equity. But the cla-
nouts of an entaged populace, seton by the im-
ious instizations of their priests and rulers, inti-
midated Pilate, and engaged bhim, though with the
utmost reluctance, and in opposition to the dictates
of his conscience, to pronounce a capital sentence
against Cluist. The divine Saviour behaved with
inexpressible_dignity under this beavy trial,  As
the end of his mission was to make expiation for
the sins of men, so when all things were ready,
aad when he bhad finished the work of his glorious
ministry, he placidiy submitted to the death of
the cross, and with a serene and voluntary resiz-
nation, committed his spitit into the hands of the
Father.

10, After Jesus had remained three days in the
scpulchre, he resumed that life which he had vo-
funtarily 1aid down; and, tising from the dead,
declared ta the univers?, by that tnuinphant act,
that the divine justice was satisfied, and the paths
of salvation and imnottality rendered accessibie
to the human race. lic conversed with his disci-
ples during forty days after his resurrectior, and
empleyed that time in instructing them more fully
counccining the nature of Lis kingdom. Many
wisc and impottant reasons prévented his showing
himself publicly at Jerusalem, to confound the
mialignity and unbclicf of his cnemies. e con-
teuted himself with manifesting the cestzinty of
his glotious resurrection to a swllicient number of|
faithful and credible witnemes; foresecing, per-
baps, that if he appeared in public, those malicious
unbelievers, who had formerly attributed his mira-
cles 1o the power of magic, would now represent
Ais resusrection, 23 a phantom or vision, produced
by the influence o finfernal powers. After having
temsined upon esth, dwiing the space of time

before mentioned, and given to his disciples a di-
vine commission 1o preach the glad tidingsof sulva-
tion and immoitality to the hunan xacc,?ne aacende
ed intp heaven, in their presence, and resumcd the
enjoy ment of that glory which he was possessed
of before the worlds were created.

e ——

BIOGRAPHY.

THE LIFE OF THE REV. JOHN WESLEY, A.M.

o —

{conTiNTED.]

The extraordinary manner in which some per-
sons were frequently affected under Mr. Wesley’s
preaching, as well os that of his coadjutas, now
created much discussiony and to many zave greet
offence. Sume were seized with trembling, under
a painful conviction of sin j others sunk down and
uttered loud and piercing cries; and others fell
into a kitd of agony. In some instances, while
prayer was offered for them, they ruse up with a
sudden change of fecling, and testitied that they
bad * redemption through the blood of Christ, even
the forgiveness of sins, according to the 1iches of
his grace.® Mr. Samuel Wesley, who denied
the possibility of atteining to a knowledge of the
forgiveness of sins, treated these things, in a cor-
respondence with his brother, alternately with
sarcesm and serious severity, and particularly at-
tacked the dactiine of assurance. ~In this contro-
versy, Mr. John Wesley attaches no weight what-
ever to these outward agitations; but contenils
that he is bound to belicve the profession of an in-
ward change made by many, who had been so af-
fected, because that had been confinmed by their
subsequent conduct and spirit.  On the subject of
assurance, both the disputants put forth their lozi-
cal acuteness 3 but the result appears to have been,
upon the whole, instructive to the elder brother,
whose letters soften considerably towards the close
of the correspondence. Mr. Samuel Wesley died
in the following November.

About this time a disagteement of opinion tock
lace between Mr. Wesley and Mr. Whiteficld.
{r. Wesley, being impressed with the strong ten-

dency of the Calvinistic doctrines to preduce An-
tinomianism, published a sermon agzainst absolute
predestination, at which Mr. Whitetield, who had
some time previously embraced that notion, took
offence. A controvelsy between them, embracing
some other points, cnsued, which issued in a tem-
porary estrangement, and they laboured from this
time independently of each dther; their societies
in London, Kingswood, und other places, tcing
kept quite separate. . A reconciliation, however,
took place between Mr. Wesley and Mc. White-
field soine years afterwards, so that they preached
in each other chapels, and Mr. Wesley preached
tne funeral sermon on Mr. Whitefield's death, at
the chapel in Tottenham-court-road, and also at
the ‘Labemacle in Moorfields.

Sevcral preachers, not cpiscopally ordained,
were now employed by Mr. Wesley to assist in
the growing work, which already had swelled be-
yond cven his and his brother’s active powers
suitably to supp‘l{ with the ministration of the
word of God. ~ Mr. Charles Wesley had discour-
aged this from the beginning, and even he himself
hesitated ; but, with John, the promotion of reli-
gion was the first concen, church-order the
second, although inferior in consideration to that

only. With Charles these views were often re-
versad,  Mr. Wesley, in the year 1741, had to

caution his brother against joining the Moravians,
after the example of Mr, Gambold, to which he
was 2t that time inclined 5 and ad(is, ¢ 1 am not
clear, that btother Maxfield should not expound at
Greyhound-lane; nor can I as yet do without
him. Our clerzymen have increzsed full as much
asthe picachers??  Mr. Maxfield’s proaching had
the stronx sanction of the Countess of Huntinzdon ;
but so little of design, with reference to the form-
ing of as2ct, had Mr. Wesley, in the employ-
ment of Mr. Max(ield, that, in his own ahsence
from London, he had only authorized him to pray
with the society, and to advise chem, as might be
needful ; and upon his heginning to Ereach, he
hustened back to silence him. On this his mother
addressed him : ¢ John, you know whet my sen-
timents have been. You cannot suspect me of
frvouring readily any thing of this kind. But
take care what you do with respect to that young
man ; for he is as surely called-of God to preach,
a8 you are. Examine what have been the fruits

of his preaching, end hear him zlso yowsclt”
lll_e took advicey and could not venture tu 1o:bid
\im,

Hlis defence of himself on this point may be
pronounced 1rzefutable, and turns upon the disap-
pointment of the hope which he had ever cherish-
cd that the parochial clergy would take the charge
of those who in different places had been turned
to God by his ministry, and that of his fellow-la-
bouress.

o It pleased Gad,* says My, Wesley, ¢ by tw'o
or three ministers of the Church of i-lnglam!, to
call many sinners to repentance, who, in several
parts, wete undeniably turned from a course of sin
to a course of holiness.

¢ The ministers of the places where this was
done ought to have received those ministers with
open arms ; and to have taken those persons who
had just hegun to serve God into their particular
cate; watching over them in tender ove, lest
they should fa11 back into the snare of the devil.

¢ Instead vs this, the sreater part spoke of these
wninisters, as if the devil, nat God, had sent them,
Some repelled them from the Lords table ; others
stirred up the people against them, representing
them, even in their public discouises, as fellows
not fit to live ; papists, heretica, traitors ; conspi-
1ators against their King and country.

s« And how did they wetch over the sinners
lately reformed? Even as a leopard watcheth
over his prey. They drove some of them from
the Lord’s table 3 to which, till now, they had no
desire to approach. They preached all manner of
evil concerning them, openly cutsing them in the
name of the Lord. They tumed many out of their
work, persuaded others to do so too, and harassed
them in all wanner of ways.

¢ The event was, that some were wearicd out,
and so turned back to the vomit again; and thea
these good pastors gloried over them, and endea-
voured to shake others by their example.

¢ When the ministers, by whoin God had helped
them before, came again to those p]aces, great part
of their wotk was to begin agam, if it coulx be
begun again ; but the relapsers were often so hard-
c}x;ed in sin, that no impression could be made upon
them.

¢ \Vhat could they do in a case of so extreme
necessity, where so many souls lay at stake ?

4 No clerzymen would assist at 2ll.  The ex-
pedient rematned Was, to find some one a2mon
themselves who was upright of heart, aud of wuns
judgment in the things of Gud ; 2nd to desire him
to meet the rest as often as he could, in onder to
confirm them, as he was alle, in the ways of
God, either by reading to them, or by prayer, cx
by eahortation.®?

This statefient may indeed be considered as af-
fording the key to all that, with tespect to church-
order, may be called irregulatity in Mr. Wealey’s
Mture proceedings. God had given him Jatge fruits
of his ministry in various places ; when he was ab-
sent from them, the people were ¢ as sheep hav-
g uo shephend,” or were rather peisecuted b
their natural pastors, the clergy ; he wes reduced,
thercfore, to the nccessity of leaving them with-
out religious cave, or of providing it forthem. He
wisely chose the latter ; but, true to his own prin-
ciples, and even prejudices, he carried this no far-
ther than the necessity of the case : the hours of
scrvice were in no instance to interfere with those
of the Establishment, and at the parish church the
members were exhorted to communicate.  Thus
a religious society was reised op within the na-
tional Church, and with this anomaly, thit 28 ta
all its interior arrangements, a3 a socicty, it was
independent of its ccclesiastical 2uthority. The
iregulatity was, in principle, as great when the
first step was taken as at zny future time. 1t was
a form of practical and partial sepatation, tho"gh
not of theoretical dissent; but it arese ont of a
moral necessity, and existed for some years in
such 2 state, that, had the clergy been disposed to
co-operate in thix evident revival and spread of
true relision, and had the heads of the Chureh
been willing to sanction itinerant labours among
its ministers, and private religious meetings among
the serious part of the Fﬂne for mutaal edifica~
tion, the great hody of Methodists might have
been retained in stiict commu: ° 1 with the Church
of England, . .

We have now to follow thesc apostolic men into
still more extended fields of labour, and to contests
more formidable. They had sustained many at-
tacks from the press; and some frowns from the
authorities of the Church. By mobs they had



