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tistorians had determined to wipe away the
disgrace which had been incurred, by making
the most of that affair. Accordingly we
find from Ingersol to Smith, not even ex-
cypting Armstrong, that the British force
was magnified in tho same ratio that their
ovn was diminished. 'We must, however,
o Armstrong the justice to observe that he
was the most moderate, and only made the
British as six o three.

We are fortunately in possession of the
esact number of troops that were landed at
Yorth Point, and we will proceed to examine
pow much truth exists in the various Ameri-
can statements,

The troops which landed under the com-
mand of General Ross consisted of detach-
nents of Royal and Marine Artillery, the rem-
nants of the 1st battalions of the 4th, 21st, and
4ith regiments, and the 85th regiment, the
lstand 2nd battalions of Marines from the
ships, and a body of six hundred scamen,
under Captain Edward Crofton ; the whole
nuhering thirty-two hundred and seventy
rank and file.

Tlere we have the official return of num-
bers, yet American writers, pretending to be
historians, have not scrupled to swell the
British numbers to eight, nine, and ten
thousand. We look in vainin General Smith’s
dispatch for some clue as to the American
mmbers. We are, ho -ever, luckily, able
from various admissions made by the diffe-
rentwriters, to approximate somewhat closely
tothe real state of the case. For instance,
e gather from Mr. Thompson that General
Stricker’s brigade, besidesseveral companies
of Pennsylvania militia, amounted to three
thousand one hundred and- eighty-five men.
This was exelusive of the men stationed at
the forts and hatteries, who mustered one
thousand strong, and when we add to these
numbers the men stationed along the whole
Lneof breastworks, est‘mated, by theprisoners
taken, at four thousand, we find that, instead
of being numerically inferior to the British,
ihe Americans more than doubled their as-
silnts, and considerably esceeded eight
thousand men.*

# Sketches of the War, p. 340.
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Having laid before the reader this state-
ment of numbers wé proceed to the expedi-
tion itself, and begin with an extract from
Col. Brooke's letter, adding to it Sir Alexan-
der Cochrane’s and Admiral Cockburn’s
despatches, giving in our notes also an extract
from General Smith’s despatch* to the Secre-
tary at War.

“ Aboui two miles beycnd this point} our
advance became engaged ; the country was
here closely wooded, and the enemy’s rifle-
mern: were euabled to conceal themselves.—
At this moment, the gallant General Ross
received a wound in his breast which proved
mortal. He only survived to rccommend a
young and unprovided family to_the protec-
tion of his king and country.

“Thus fell, at an early age, one of the
brightest ornaments of his profession; one
who, whether at the head of a regiment, a
brigade, or corps, had slike displayed the
talents of command ; who was mnot less
beloved in his private than enthusiastically
admired in his public character; and whose
only fault if it may be decmed so, was an
excess of gallantry, enterprise, and devotion
to the service.

“Yf ever it were permitted o a soldier to
lament those who fall in battle, we may
indeed, in this instance, claim that mclan-
choly privilege.

“Thus it is, that the honour of addressing
your Lordship, and the command of*this
army, have devolved upon me ; duties which
under any other circumstances, might have
been embraced as the most enviable gifts of
fortune; and here I venture to solicit,
through your lordship, his royal Highness
the Prince Regent's consideration fo the

# Ertract from Major-Gencral Smith's Despaich.

About the time General Stricker had taken
the ground just mentioned, he was joined by
Brigadier-General Winder, who had been
stationed on the west side of the city, but was
now ordered to march with General Douglas’s
brigade of Virginia militia, and the United
States’ Dragoons, under Captain Bird, and take
post on the left of General Stricker. During
these movements, the brigades of Generals
Stransbury and Foreman, the seamen and
marines under Commodore Rodgers, thePonn-

+ Two miles from North Point.



