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Our Premium Offer,

#“The Life of Christ” and #The Life
of 8t. Paul,” by Canon Farrar, are two
works which ovary lover of Christian
literaturae dosires to have in his oollec.
tion of books. They easily rank among
the best in their olass. We esteem
ourselves happy in beiug able to offer
them in one largo volume to our friends,
and on such liberal terms. Wa shall
be greatly surprised if & large number

-of our present subscribers, and many

now ones, do not taks sdvantage of
our offer, It is an opportunity which
no cno should let slip.

¢ The Good Confession.”

1 Tise. x11, 18, 14,

¢ Fight the good fight of the faith, lay
hold on the life etarnal, whersunto
thou wast called aud didet confoes the
good confemsion in the aight of many
witnesses. I charge thee in the aight
of God, who quickeneth all things, and
of Christ Joaus, who before Pontius
Pilate witnessod the good confemsion ;
that thov keep the commandment,
withoul spot, without reproach, until
the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”—(Revised Version.)

The question to be briefly considered
here is: What is “the good confes.
siont” We find the expression in
both tke twelfth and thirteenth verses
quoted, ard it in entirely reasonable to
auppoas that it maane the same in both
places. It is probable that an offhand
answer would be given by many readers
by saying, Why * the good confession”
made by Peter at Caesares Philippi,
when asked by the Saviour, * But who
say yo that I amnt” “Thou art the
Christ the Son of the living QGod.”

Did Curist Jesus witness to that
before Pontiur Palate? A reference to
the narratives of Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John will detsrmine. We
find, Luke xxiii. 2, that the sccusation
mado againt Jesus before Pilate was:
“We found this fellow perverting the
nation, and forbidding to give tribute
to Cwraar, saying that he himself i-
Christ » king.” The way in which
Pilate understood that charge is seen
from the queetion he asked Jesus
(Matt. xxvil. 11, Mark xv. 2, Luke
xxiii. 3, John xviil- 33) : ** Art thou
the king of the Jews 1" Pilate did not
understand that Jesus was charged with
being king of any other peopls than
the Jews. The answer made by Jesus
is to be interpreted, wa think, »y what
John alone records (John xviii, 34 37):
t“Jesus avawered him, sayest thou
this of thyself, or did otherstell it thee
of Me? DPilatoanswered, AmIaJew!
Thine own nation aud the chief priests
havo delivered Thes unto mo: what
hast Thoudone? Jesus answered, My
kingdom is not of this world; if My
kingdom were of this world then would
My servants fight, that I should not
e delivered unto the Jews: but now

{s My kingdom not frem hence.  Pilate
therefore sald unto Him, Art Thou s
king thent” It was therefore aftor
somo conversation with Pilate, and
when Pilate had asked Him a second
timo ' Art Thou a king then1" that
Jesus sald, waccording to Matthew,
Mark and Luke, ' Thou sayest,” that
is, ""Thou eayest the truth, J am a
a king” And it wili be noted that
Pilate tho second timo did not say
“ Art Thou thoking of tho Jews$” but
simply, * Art Thoua king then1® The
explanation given Ly Jesus, ¢ My
kingdom iz not of this world,” ete,
ovidently led to tho changed form of
Pilato’s question. It will be further
observed that tho reply of Jesus was
not the simple “Thou rayest,” Lut as
given by John (John xviil. 37): *Thou
sayest that I am king. To thiz end
was I born, and for this cause came I
into tho world, that I should bear wit-
ness unto the truth., Every one that
is of the truth heareth My voice.”
Jeaus then acknowledged that Ho was a
king, and declared that He came fo
bear witness to the truth, aud the par.
ticular truth that He bore witness to
before Pilate was that ¢ He is a king."
And so woe reach the answer to the
question, what is # the good confession ”
of 1 Tim. vi. 12, 13. In another
article we shull consider how Paul
could say of Timothy that he bad con.
fesned #*the good confession in thesight
of many witnesses.”

What Is Bible Study ?

We give here the close of & fine
srticle in the Sunday School Times on
the above subject. We trust all our
readers, especislly the younger Chris-
tians, ‘will read and ponder it well

+ Bible study may inciade any or ait
of these mothods of Bible examination ;
rut it muet include something beyond
them all in order to be trus Bible study.
There is & sense iz which the Bible ia
like any other book, in being made up
of words that must be noted in their
connectior and uses, and that therefore
it is to be atudied like any other book
in order to arrive at ile meanings.
Bat there is another seuse in which
the Bible is unlike all other books, in
that it containg God’s peculisr message
to mankind through men whom He
trained and inspired for ihat spacial
purpose, and that therefore its study
must be mainly for the ascertaining
and understanding of the divine truths
that, unlike any other book, it has for
ourselves as wo are in our present
nesds and cur ultimate destiny. Ex-
oept for this difference in methods and
objects of study, the Bibls stady of the
baldest rationalist and of the most
frigid aynostic is as much of s help
toward truth as the Bible study of the
warmest - hearted and most truthful
Christian believer,

“He who would study the Bible
must bear in mind that it is not the
books of the Bible that were themselves
inspired, but that it was the writers of
these books whom God iuspired for
their writing. * Men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Ghost.! Onea
man wrote ai one time and in one style,
and another man wrote at another tims
and in anotber style. One wrote in
poetic imagery, and another in didactia
prose, A perception of thess differ-
ences is easential to an understanding
of the truths thus declared from God.
But the main purposs of this ssered
record of inspired tuachings—whoover
was the writer, and whensoever and
howsosver e wroto—is the instruction
and guidance and inspiration-of their
belioving student, ¢ Every seripture
inspized of God is . . . profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction,
for instruetion which is in righteous-
ess ; that the man of God may be com-
plete, furnished completely unto every
good work.’ Hemee uno Bible student
looks to the proper end of Bible atudy
that does unot seek to ascertain just
what lesson it ia that God wonld have
this student gain from tke passage
immedistely under study ; and no stu.
dent of the Bible Las yet profited by
his Rible stady unless he is thereby
helped toward truer completoness of

maukood as & disciple of Christ.

A

“ It is well opough to becowe closely
familiar with the strueturo aud con-
tents of the differout books of the
Bible, aud to memorize as many por.
tions of it as thero i {mo and mental
strength for; Lut all this is but an in-
cident to frue Biblo study, and pot the
thing itself. Biblo study is for the
purpose of gaining impulsos and holps
to tho Christian life.  Ho who stops
short of this in his study, or in his
teaching, stops short of tho gateway of
the city of "divine truth. flo may
hiave observed and pointed out the
lofty wails and thelr commanding
towers, and have seen from beyond
and described to others the atreots that
traverse tho enclosed area, but he has
as yoi found ro home for himuelf or
for others within thoso sacred boun-
daries, nor has he known or shown the
blossedness of having s home thero,
with ita coavelessly fresh and fitting
supplies.  Bible study is, indecd, A
daty and a privilege to the Christian
believer; but therc is a great deal of
timo wasted in what is oalled Dible
study, but which is nothing of the sort.”

p——————— ey ——

By the time you get through reading
this number of Tax EvanorLisr you
will conclade there is a great deal of
good reading in it. Do not skip the
long pieces.

If our frisnds will kindly heed the
standing notice on page four, that “all
matter intended for publieation is to
be saddressed to tha editor at Erin,
Ontario,” they will save us some trouble
aud not add to their own.

Wae hope all our readers, but especi-
ally the preachers aud those who lead
the singing in the congregations, will
read oarefully the selicted article,
“ Singing without understanding.” By
far too little attention has been paid
to perfecting congregational singing,

Read the article on “Stay-at-home
Christians ” on page two, and thea let
your *stay-at-home” brethren have s
reading of it. It may do them good.
Those professing Christians who think
they can get on without going to meet-
ing think they are wiser than the Lord
Jeans,

The census returns are disappointing
to Canadians, but afier all not so sur.
prising. If one oconsiders what has
happened in his own distriet during
the Iast decade, he will find it essy fo
understand why the population has
not increassd mote than it has. How
many young men haye gone to the
States iz that time! And there is no
difficulty in discovering their reason
for going; they thought they ecould
make more money in the States than
in Canada,

The Baptist don) makes a point
whioh dlp‘pm(bl::u laonld uri}::lly
consider, in theae words: «No preasher
can sttempt, as he shonld, first to
bring ont and then to explain and
bring bome the meaning of the Holy
Seriptures without finding bimee!f tall.
in'ﬁ seriously on the consciences and
will of his hearers. And no man can
do this either without gradually bring-
ingharound him those who are anxioas
{o hear.”

Thers, brother prescher, is encour-
agement for yon. Work slong those
iines and you will be ere long, it yon
are not now, & preacher in the truest
sud bigheat sense of the term.

It is possible that our fine school
systom in Ontario is responsibic for
tho falling off, or rather the alight
increase, in our population, So mau,
young mea and young women with
us receive suflicient edueation to indis-
pose them for agricultural and other
manual labor that they ocannot all
find employment as teachers, clerks,
efe., in thi- -~untry. They therefore
cross L° uve where they have a
iarger firud, and where, too, we under-
stand, Canadians are not at a discount,

but rather at & premium in such lines;

their superior eduneational qualifica.
tions couplod with tho dutermination
toaucceod in a sirange country making
them vory desizable sorvants,

From 1889 to 16800 the popurlation
of the United States inecreascd twenty-
four per cont. During the sawme decado
the mombership of the Presbylerian
¢hvrel, North, increased over thirty-
four per cent. And yet there aro peoplo
who sny this age is too much advanced
to belicve Calvinistic doctrine, If tho
Amerioansare not anadvancing people,
wo should like {0 know who are.~—
Canada Presbyterian.

But how many of the rank and file
of the Presbyterian church in the
United States aro Calvinistic? How
many of them bolieve that God pre.
destined some men and angels to
everlaating life aud the others he fore-
ordsined to everlasting death 2 Will
the Canada Presbyterian kindly tell us
Bo far as wo can learn, in Cauada
the Presbyterians are generally not!
Calvinists, and do not even know what
Calvlnlam js,

Lieutenant-Governor Royal is rye.
ported fo have made the follow.
ing candid statement to a Frencl-
Canadisn paper:—

' Canads is & mized country, inhab.
ited by populations of different races
snd creeds. OCatholics are in a mi.
nority, but where, I pray, will you find
in the whole world—note well, that I
say in the whole world—whers will
yot find & country where the Catholic
religion is more respected, enjoys more
true liberty, and is more free from ob-
stacles of auy kind thau in Canals?”

There is no country in “the whole
world"” in which Roman Catholics and
evary other olais enjoy more fresdom
thanin Canads. Catholios have much
better government here than they en.
joy in sny Catholic country in the
world, and that is one ressom why
they should not seek to enjoy advan-
fagée not evjoyed by othor&mdil.n
citizens. Protestants also give Catho-
lics better government than they oonld
get from their own peopls and should
not be threatened with the  Catholia
vole."—~Canada Presbylerian.

Well said, every word of it, both by
Lieutenant-Governor Royal and by the
Canada DPresbyterian. Let us have
some more such candid admissions
from prominent Roman Catholics.

Oar yreaders will be expecting Bro.
Sheppard to zeply to Mr. Bavan's
“Last Word” in our Iast number,
Bro. Sheppard desires us to say that
be foregoes his right {0 respond. He
is satisfied with his presentation of his
side of the matiers in discussion ; and
in particulsr be thinks that his article
in August 15th Evaxoxrist oontains a
suffisient snswer to Mr, Bavan's © Last
Word” It will be noled that Me,
Bevan doss not eay whether or not he
would, if called upon to baptize a Jow,
“baptize him in the name of Jesus
only,” as he was asked to do by Bro.
Sheppard. Silence in such a case is
significant. We are glad to know that
Mr. Bevan appreciates vur efforts to
make Tre Evaxcruisr a mediom for
the candid and courteoas discussion
of seriptaral subjects.

Our readers will zemember that the
discuesion originated in & criticiem of
s sentenoe in an srtiols in which we
challenged the correstness of a state.
ment made in & formal document
drawn up by a committes of Disciples,
and published in the Toronto dailies,
to the effect that it is a part of the
Baptist <vwod that faith precedes re.

neration. The writings of many

ptist theologians were referred to
by “C.G.” to prove that the Disciple
Commiites were right. Wo maintain,
on the other band, that the consentient
opinions of all the Baptist Theological
writers in Christendom could uot make
» melaphysioal dogma of that kind a
part of the Baptist creed, or binding
on Baptist consciences. Aro we right,
or wrong ?—Canadian Baptist.

Disciples assoried fn effect “that it is
a part of the Daptist crecd that faith
precedes regencration”; it was just
the other way, viz,, that according to
Baptist teaching regeneration precedes
faith. Referring to the statement of
tho Zaptist that *the writings of many
Baptist theologinns were referred to
by *C.G.’ to prove that tho Disciple
Committes were right,” it vccurs to us
to say that it i exceedingly curious if
the Principal of tho Theological De.
partment of Molfaster University does
not nuderstand Baptist theology.

The Sunday Sechool Times, an usnal,
is full of good thinge. The odrtorial
department is partioularly rich. We
quoto hers & paragraph which will do
us all good:~

It i an evil sign when & man pleads
the use and oustora of his business in
justification of practices which are not
capable of vindication at the bar of
conscience. A trne man will not think
of such customeas defining his rospon.
sibility. Ho will regacd them as part
of his responsibility, in that he is to
labor to make them betler than he
found them. The noast of Angustus,
that he *found Rome brick, and left
it roarble,” ahould be true of every
Christian as regards the business or

trofession towhich God has called him,
ost of these professions aud busi.
nesses have been lifted out of the moral
wire by brave and faithful men. Mat-
thew Hale raised the legal profession
0 & higher level, from whish it never
slipped back again, through the purity,
oes, and publie spirit which

his career as & judge dicphﬂod. Thers
Lisva been suoh men in all honest lines
of work ; they have been the ealt that
kopt the world from corruption. But
always and everywhere, what has been
thus won by moral effort mast be held
by s like effort also; and the Christian
inin the world for this end. He is to
apply to the maxims he finds current
among those who share his work, the
Apostolio rule : “Examine all things;
Liold faat that which is good.”

This reminds us of & yonog lawyexr
who was rallied by an old fricud with
the saying that there are no honeat
lawyers. “ Well,” replied the young
man, ¥t be the first of a new kind,”

The Independimt devotes an editorial
to the laudable p of showing
that the new birth, xt whish Nicodemus
stembled #0, is & most reasonable con-
dition of admission into the kingdom
of God. We heard & famous ravivalist
ridicule the new birth, before a large
audience here in Cincinnati, a few
yoars ago. “Why,” said he, * Christ
never mentioned it but onoe, and when
he saw that Nicodemus didn't nunder-
stand him, he apologized and never
opened his mouth on the subject again.”
The Independent handles the subject
with more reversncs, but with an in-.
nooenoe of logic amuging and amasing,
Explaining the birth of water and the
-pilrit, i: tomsfrkuc]: “The water h‘::l:
only & of the repentance whi
Johu mﬂo esus both pmmehase}s they
baptized.” Read that over again and
then iry to recall m‘i Seriptare which
hints at water as * the type of repent.
anoe,” or tu Eick up some thread of
analogy which conld lead to such a
conclasion. A strict old Baptist brother
onoe informed us that in this age
waler is *the typo of natural birth,”
and backed it up with this piece of
logic which no critical hammer san
break, * ucless s man is bora naturally
before being born of the spirit he can
not enter the kingdom of God.” Yet
all these instances go to show that
oven wise men falk nonsense whonsver
they try to evad. the plain meaning
of any matter.—Christian Standard.

‘We onse heard & Presbyterian min-
Ister break the Baptist brother’s logic
by afirming that & person might be
born again at any age, ercn in infanoy;
indesd, he maid, A person might be
born again before being dorn.”

————

Attentive readers of 7he tandard
Eclectic Commentary on the Inter-
national Sunday School Lessons wonld
notice the *“Notes on the Lissson as a

’I‘h‘o Ja’cpt'iu, inadvertently no doubt, | Whole ” for the lesson of August 30th.
errd in saying that the comraittee of i For the benefit of thoss who do not




