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pcrpetuating them. The Reformers, as the
adherents of the new party styled them-
selves, l)rofessed to be the most dutiful
children of the Church. But to escape
the judgments of the Holy Sec-the>' called
for a general council. The difficulties in
the ivay of the scheme were not incon-
siderable. Italy alone enjoyed compara-
tive peace at the moment, but the Re-
forniers would accept no council held
within the dominions of the Pope. For
another cause, the city of Mantua wvas flot
available; Vicenza Nvas next agreed upon,
but it wvas set aside in favor of Trent, a
teovn of Austrian T1yrol. It was a place
acceptable 4e both parties, and here the
celebrated couincil was operied on thc
i3th of December, 1545. Meanwhile,
the Protestan.ts seeing that the first ob-
stacles were unéxpectedly surmotinted, re-
tired from their first position, and, while
seeking impossible concessions, eventually
refused to take part in the council. Thev
asked for an assernhly where discussion was
free,some4hing never refused. Theywouid
not, hovàever, yield to the reasonable con-
ditions that the laws wvhich governed for-
nier general counicils should be maintained
in the present one. Nor would they bind
themselves by a promise made previously
te fully accept the rulirngs and decrees
voted by the majority of those assembled.
Finally, after 1il efforts at agreement were
quite exhausted, the council set to work.
After weary years of alternate sitting and
suspension, it wvas happi!y concluded in
December. i _03. The canons and decrees
w'hich haci been drawn up in twenty-five
sessions were solemnly approved by Pius
IV, in January, 1564 and declared obliga-
tory for the whole church f rom May of
the same year. Those acts had previously
received the signatures of the tweo hund-
red and fifty prelates %vho were present at
the closîng session.

The dissidents held out tili the last.
No argument could prevail tipon theni to
take part in, or present their dlaims to the
council. The so-called Reformation Nvas,
in fine, an accornplished fact. 'The Pro-
testants were no longer desirous of remain-
ing memnbers of one great fold with a single
shepherd, and hence formed independent
societies of their own. New paths were
struck eut. As the riew-fashioned aposties
worked their teachings into shape it be-

came cpparent that most of the old land-
marks were to be swept away. They ac-
corded in little or nothing withi the old
religion. The negotiations of com pro-
mise which marked the first stages of the
Council finally, as was pierceptible especi-
ally in the latter sittings, gave Iplace te in-
difference towards each other on the part
of both the Protestants and the Fathers
of the Council. The dîssenters did not
care to be present, and in consequence
no judgment regarding either their per-
sons or their opinions ivas pronounced.
Their systems of belief were hardly
alluded to, except te note those points
wvhich clashed with Catholic Faith. he
O-uuticil turned its undivided attention te
measures of reform, but of wise and
prudent reform. Once the sources of
wveakness and scandail were removed, and
the causes of decay stopped, the great
losses already suffered would be surely, if
but slowly, repaired. Withotit sacrificing
any of its dlaims, the Church would be in
a position te overcome by superior disci-
pline and unity the heterogenous and dis-
sociated masses opposed to ii. The
neasures adopted fully answvered expecta-
tiens. It is pretty well agreed that the
triumphs of Protestantisrn ceased v:ithin
the first fifty years of its existence. "Il e
see,>' says Macaulay, "1that during two
hundred and fifty years Protestantisim has
made ne progress worth speaking of.
Nay, we believe that as far as there has
been a change, that change has been in
favor of Rome" The great religious
revolution which excited wvonder and
alarm by its unparalelled progress, met a
decîsive repulse at Trent, nor te this day
has it managed to recover.

Comfort is sought in the fact that a
large portion of Christianity refused te
accept either the council or its reforms.
The authorîty of its statutes is net there-
by lessened. There was a defection, but
did none such ever take place before ? Did
the Arians bow te the Council of Nice;
the Nestorians te that of Fphesus ; the
partisans of Eutyches te Chalcedon ? The
teachir>g body, instituted with and as the
Church, legislated at Trent, either as a
whole or as a part. Surely flot as a part.
For years previcus Ilan Ecumenical Coun-
cil " was the great demaud, but it ceased
the moment the Synod cf Trent became


