
T'HE OIVL

A4ND CONS TITUIZNTS

G% Sresdent ofa country in
C ~ C~ which the people rule as

enfranchized citizens wvho
ae in the future to assist
athe guidance of this fair

t Q. country of ours, it be-
ho oves the young Cana-

"Ydian to understand weîl
the relation that exists be-

tween a niernbe- of Parliament an.d bis
constitueuts, and the iiuitual obligation
they ewe to one another.

'l'bt the question is of vital importance
is miade evident froi the fact that mnany
and frequerit are the instances, in -w ,ch
Memibers have been called to task, by
their unreasonable constituents for voting
on sonme question in the House of Coi-
Irous, contrary te wbat they considered te
bc the î?roper side.

To expect a niemiber to be fettered
dcL>wn to the opinion-. cf ceristituents,
and to oblige hlmii to vote accordiing to
their eVery caprice, were the hieight of in.
hustice, and gIves plentiful assurance of
the ivrong reading1 of the principles under-
lying constîtutional governmciint by such
constituents.

That it is a nmenber's righit, îîay, duty,
to vote according te his reason and con-
science, ratiier than atccording; te the opin-
iens of his coný-tituenis, miay ho clearly
proven froin a ihrce-fold sîandpoint :
Firsi, froni the fact ihiat he is za min,
and not a iiucre voting machine, secondly
froni the fiact, that stici a course of action
is net aniagouistic te ihie fir.st principles of
constitutional -overu mieni, notwithstand-
ing w-hatever n1)'3 he adduced ;o the con-
iriry, and thirdly that ainv other course
iliait the one entuncinied is uuierly averse
to the moral aispect of die question.

In the fîr-it place, a miember prescrits
Iiiiiself for clection, not nierely as a man,
huit as az mtan amiont: men, chosen fri
anion- the masses for bis superior intelli-
gfence .1id juîdgment, for bis greater ex
perience ln the aff.îirs of public life, and
for his sup.-riorazbility in grappling succl-ss-
fûly iah those difficuit questions that con-
Ntantly arise in such a large and rnixed
t-emmiunity as ours.

As such therefore, his unbiased opinion,
bis mature judgmient, and above ai bis

enlightened, conscience he cannot sacri-
fice te auy muan, uer te any set of men
1ivi 1u. IlThese he does not derive froni
the hands of bis coustittueuts, uer (romn
the Iaw, cor front the constitution.'
'Ihese -are a trust f romi Providence for
the abuse of whiclh he is strictly answer-
able. To bis constituents a memiber owves
bis industry, bis repose, bis pleasure, his
satisfaction, and, above al], bis interest,
but bis judgmient, never, because, %were he
to sacrifice that te his constituents, lie
%vouid betra), instead of serving thern;
mnoreover, it niust always be borne in mmiid
that, as a man, the niember's first prerega-
tive is reason, and that lie cannot sacri-
fice or subject that reason to any oue else
%without at zhe saine trne losing aIl] right
te, beint, called ix man. FinallY, it niust
bc reineuubered that bv takiîng away a
meînber's righit to use bis reason yoJu Jike-
wise abstract bis righit te beiug callud a
mnan, and reduce bleu te that contenuptible
state of being. a vouing machine, a weatber-
cori, te be siwayed hither and thither by
every mauii's opinion. B3ut a ieibec
cornes befitre bis constîtueuts as a muan, he

lasdow n bis principles as a nan, and
therefere as :a min nunist lie auhide by
tlienî, and In so doing use bis reason nnd
bis conscience in roting nui public ques-
tions.

In the second place, thit tht: ct-urse of
action above Clnunlciated is lnt antagoiitic
te the flrst principles of constitutional
goverrnient, is cviclenced froni tbe follow-
inî, roiisidt-rau-.it(i>

A representative or constitutional
goey mn ; one based on certain prin-
cilulesq tvicb niay he ,;tyled popular; it is,
in fact, a governnienu iil,% wbib the: people
beld the poiver of ruling-, nud excîcse
that powver, through rep)resenL-tves chosen
by thei. In order to miort: fully appreci-
ate the force of this argT-usient, the pecuhair
stite of gOVernmienr iii Canada should be
exained, ewing te the division of the
enfranchised citizens of titis country iute
Iwo great politicat parties, Conservalives
aind L.iherals. The wliole diffé-rence that
exists betw-een these twvo parties censists
lu the différent virws taken by the voters
on the question of tarif;, znd ini the pelicy
regarding the tariff which ini the opinions
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