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-THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR.

1. ANTECEDENT.S.

The Protestant Revolution of the l6th century w-sesseni-
tially a politico-ecclesiasticalI niovement. So far as Lutlieranismn
differed on the one biaud froin the Roman Çatliolicismn of the
tiîne, and on the other haud frorn the old evangrelical iuovenent
wihichi it to a great extent supplanted and destroyed, it repre-
sents an effort to carry out a doctrinal reform by arrayingr the
-princes of Gcrmrany against the Emperor and the Pope, and it
resulted in bringingr ceclesiastical aflàirs into a state o? coniplete
subservienc-y to these princes. The Thirty Years' WTar niay with
entire propriety be regarded as the culmination of the struggle
for ascendienry bet-ween the Romnan Catholie and the Protestanlt
po-%ers, :mnd the Peace of Wc stphalia as the first settiemenut, thiat
hiad any chance of being permanent, of the struggle begun under
Lwther's Ieacler.-3inp iii 1517- Lt is interesting to speculate zn
-bat xighelt have been, however futile snch speculations înay

appear. W.hen Luther appeared, the old evangeclica-l party was
at the heighlt of its influence> and hiad its hiundreds of thousands
o? -,adherenits distributcd throughlout Europe- The revival o!
]earnming %vichl began iii Italy durig flic 15th century had,
froni the beginning o? Luthies mnovemnent, extcnded its influence
ill over Europe, and -as a-,t this tiîne maigrapid pr&gress in

the diffiision of enliglitenuient, in the overthrow of humn autho-
rity, in briuging into conteuupt the superstition auJ the intoler-
ance of the iniddle gs.The, old evaugelical Christâanity w-as
coing into close au hrmnin relaitions w-ith the niew lau
ing and the Papal Court w-as so doininatcd bv thie.sii o! the
new lcarningr as to liav e littile tlispqositioni to persecuteevghil
Christians so long«- as they rcfraincd froin pesoiial, altacks on
ecclesizastical institutions. We unay -cil zisk ourselves, w-hethier
the old evangelical Chiristiauiity aud the, uew lcarning w-orking
biaud ini baud, %vould not ha«.ve broughlt about a far different stt
o! things ini Europe from wl-at w-c flnid iii 1648. The Thirtv
Years' Wîtr does not represciit the begininiig o? the politico-


