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The curse of the country is less in the
spirituions liquors tiietuselves titan it is iu
tHe saloons wliichi on every band tcnipt the
yoting, and old too, to indulge, and withi
hooni cornpanionq, to indige iaian and
ag(ain, and on to destruîction. Whilc we
believe there is inci good i n alîcolol, no
part of the good that we' can see contes front
the saloons, or other laces of public resort
tor d-inkin- and treating.

Two vpny IMPORTANT Yct simple. sanitary
mieasuires tiiere are, wii il' recuiariv car-
ried out eviryvlere-îni viliage.s, towns and
parts of cities -,vith no sewerac systeni,
woitld add greatly to the purity of the air
and water: indeed, u'ould renmove thie chief
causesc of the inîpurities. These tire, first,
the burniug of the Izitelhen solid refuse iu the
k-itchen stove, and, second, the uîixing ofaîl
closet cxcreta, espec*ally' dic solid parts,
daily with tic coal ashes, whicli, of course,
liad: better bc renioved by scavencers at
ieast oncc or t'vice a weeck. This woufld
leavc only the slop-water to be disposed of.
Vithi a inoderate 1h11 in the ground surface

to -ivc an outflow, tiîis slop-water wvill al-
inost dispose of itself. Andl open drains for
fuis purpose are faLr better tlîan to aliow the
slops to be thrown urpon the grouund near
dwellingcs orwells, wliere they soon so pointe
tue sou] as to render it dangerous. Bteaith
officers in villages and snil towns could do
iiniuch to induce iiîdividuai liousehiolders to
adopt more or less complctely, according to
circuinstances, tii ee simple ineasuires.

OBSERVATIONS AND ANNOTATIONS.
A VALUAIJLE REPORT iS publislied in the

Britisli Médical Journal of Jantuary 29th,
tilt., by Art.hur Ransoan, M.D., F.R.S.,
lecttirEr on public lieaitiî, Owens College,
Manchiester, on the duration of infectious-
uiess of scarletina, sinall-pox, ixîcasies,
niuips and diplîtieria. His (tata are fron)
a large experience, fromi evidence coilccted
by i ndividuals and by "ccollective" investi-
gations. Measies wvas siîown by five cases
to bc infectious before the appearance of the
rash ; iii two cases, at least two days before
thlat event, aud one case apparentiy four
days. In one case, threc days before- the
rashî appearcd, it failed to give tHe disease
to seven susceptible children. Scarletfever

wvas eornnunicated lu four cases fron twelve
to twcnty-fouir hours before the appearance-
of the, raFii ; and, five weekzs alter this time,
in one case alter disinfectiori, no contagion
took place. In t.wo otlhers, howcp'er, -six
w'eekts after tue ilinesq commnîeced, the dis-
case %vas con veyed, and, lu one of these, dis-
infection had been carried out at a large
lever hiospitai. Murnps was coîtyintuuicated
in one case onc day liefore the swelling ap-
peared lu tue gla-id. SnualI-pox is considered
to be infetionis lu ordinarv discrete cases
for five wceks, and in thie confluent forni for
eiglit weeks. In scariet lever,"1 if tue patient
Uc not disclîargedt tili lie is tlîorougliy peeled
(liauids aud fpct), Li 1lus tiîroat is witlit tHe
faintest blisi, and lus discliarges are regu-
lar, and lie basý been properly cleansed, there
uced Uc no (car of lus comuicatiug the
diseasze." Tue deteution ot tue patie-nt tiîîs
varies f roui one moutL to seven weeks.

ATTFNTION 15 frequently drawn to the fact
tlîat disturbance of soil, apparcnt.lv soil laden
with organic Tuatter-inipiire soil-appears
to increame flic frequeucy of typîoid1 fever
and diplîtiieria iu the viciuitv. At a inet-
ing lu Auigust of tue Harvcian Societyq
Adelaide, S.A., Dr. Poulton said lie ha&
observcd tiîat tue mniber of cases of typhoid
trcated duiriug, 1882, 1883, 1884, amd 1885,
appeared to Uc above the average, and that
u'orkc of couuî'cting city bouses witlî the new
deep drainage systrni wvas begun in 1882 and'
aîîd fluislied lu 1885; duîriug tlîe.se fouir years:
tiiere n'as too niuch upt.urnin gand cmiptyiug
o! old ccsspools. Dr. Corbini andi othex'
niemibers of tue branch caicd attention to
on tbrealis of d;pli th cria foiloi ncn d istuirbance
of niglît soi]. Dr. Poulton thoîîght biis
figures warraîited the adoption of the greatest
precautions dutri ti the prozrcsqs of such work.

TnE SANITARY ERA, a very wclconie seui-
montuiy excliange, récently coniîmeuced in
Newv York, grives lu its last issue <Feb. lst)
rcstîlts of sanitary ivork lu WVaItIam, Mass.
Dtiring the iast seventeen years tue popu la-
tion of tic place lias rangcd froîuî 9,000 to
above 15,000. The progreas effected lu sani-
tation, as indicated by the geucerai death rate,
is from au average of 17.70 dcatiîs per 1,000
per aununi iu the first nine years, to an
averagre of 15.62 lu tîe last eîgbt, beginning
at the date wheu a distinct Board of Health
wvas establislied, and enbing witli a rate of


