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their old home and netircst relatives in abroad and every whero; for they must
anotlier Ioeality, do ;j, the citj:, but be dangled and dangled again and agrain
have their bodiles conveyed home for befure te eyes and cars ot» an apathetie
burnal ? Any one could give instances ptiblic, and thi,, too, uisually un indefi-
affirmativel v answeri ng th is question. nitely long time, beforo public action
Moreov'er, the statistieal or hieulth offi- talies p)lace.
cors of the eity know, and doabtless 'Ati iVhen -,vill therc bc some publie
endeavour te (Io, tîteir duty, and they or offivial action wvith the view of pro-
knowv that it is their duty to record or ventiiiug a coutinuance of ivhuat is noth-
enumerate ia the citie.s' mortaility orily ing sho; t of a standing disgraco to the
those deaths %vhieh inay actually aind country ? We wvould airain urge that
fairly bo considered a part of the meor- a public meetingr be held at an early
tality of the ciy. Aid thiisholds good day to îwaictically cousider this subject
as iveli with regard to, the infintîlo as anud uossoi-e preventive measures.
the aduit mortality. The C.ipital wvould bo a most fitting

As to the publiiity of the flacts, the centre iii wvhich to makie a commence-
sooner the fluets arce known and realized ment of work in this cause and stimu-
and made public the l)otter for ail. late and proinoto some early officiai or
They canne bo maîde kno'vn publicly legisiative action.
in the cities without being known

THE IJIGIL flleýATI-R7ATE IN SOMEli CANADIAN CITIES A
ITS CAUSES.

I T need hardly bc statcd agaîn here,as almost everybody knows it, that
the znertality in many of the cities of
the Dominion, cotinues ycar after yeur
to ho shamefully high. There is no
doubtwba-tteveriaboutthiis. Tho deaths
would not be rccorded did they flot
tako place, and the population of tho
cities is usually rather overtstimated
than under estirnatcd. What is the
cause of the high rnortality ? Briefiy,
ignorance aud pove rty-ignoran ce of
the natural laws pcrtaining to the es-
sentials of bealth, in lIais advanced
civilization wvitlu its; cffcminating in-
fluences, on the lauman constitution
and with the licrding together of large
numbers of persons in uinventilated
dweltings in the mnidst of decomnposing
exerement and its poisenois efluvia.

The ;.oor (and sometimes the rich
tee) necd the gosqpel of hecaltb pre-nch-
ed to them-explained te them. Too
mnucb is expei-tedi from COERCIOr<.
1-Tuman nature i8 sucb that it rebekq
against coercion, and it is especially se

in people who do not know wny they
are coerccd. They want teacing-
educating. The mortality of 54 per
1,000 of population per annum in By
IVard in Ottawa last year, as iL has
been shown in this JOURNAL that iL was,
was net due, exeept it may bavre been
iu exceptional cases, se înucb te induf-
ference,. as te, ignoranace and actual
inabiiity. Tlie causes of the mortality
bave, through ignorance, beenaccumnu-
lating yo-ar after yeaa, until 110w the
peeple are unable, oven did they kuow
hOw, te remove them. These net ig-
norat-the intelligent, and the well-
to-do, inust help tho.se net able te, help
theniselves. lu Ottitwa, atd elsewbore-,
if this is net donc, wvhen the explosion
of an epidernie cornes te clean iup, as
iL is sure te cerne aoon or later if the
filth is se loft te itsoîf, thon the intelli-
gent and well-to-do must suifer with
the othora in the general destruction.
At the imeetingr last nith of the
British Medical Association, Dr. Drys.
dalo rend a paper on -Tho Influence of


