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NEW PUBI ICATIONS.

Tue NumBer AND NATURE oF VOWEL
Sounps. Ry M. L. Rouse. Rowsel &
Hutchinson, King St. East, Toronto.
1885. Price. 25 cents.

This pamtflet of 16 pages is an esay
red before the Canadian [nstitute re-
cently. The author has taken thefour
principal languages of western Europe
(English. French., German und Italian)
giving an analytical comparison of their
vowel sounds including difthongs. He
finds 8 pairs of vowels in these tungs
and they ar put in tabular comparison
on p. 8. German has the hole 3 pairs,
while English, acording to Mr Rous,
has but 64 pairs. How far he means
his pairs to be exact pairs is not plain.
By an exact pair we mean two vowels
which difer in quantity only. If difer.
ent in quality, they ar not exact pairs,
o a. the vowei in jfuther, he denies
the short haf to make a pair. therein
agreeing with or contirming the state-
ment made by Max Mueller (Sience of
Lunguage, volume ii, page 131, note.)
He teaches that vowel in pare is ¢ and
that it is difthongal owing to “the sutl
r atter it. He hears the obscure vow
el between the a proper and the r—
a probabl eonfounding of what has been
calld the “vanish’ of this and other
vowels. (2 apears to vanish with an i
(as in it) sound represented ofn in otr
curent speling by y (as in pay,) also
vanishing with the obscure vowel or
neutral escape of toneles vreth, rather,
difering but slightly from v (as in bun.)
One palr of Mr Y s vowels ar those in
burn and bun whose equivalent he finds
inFrench e and in final ¢ of Ger. licbe
with nothing to corespond in Italian.
The truth is that no Europesn tung ex-
cept English uzes the sound in burn or
bun as a main vowel 2s we do, altho it
is 50 in eertam Oriental tungs (as Af-
ghan, Persian, Indian.) Vietor's sign
for vowel in dut is @. He uzes @ for
that in hurt also and very properly, as
we think, since they difer in quality a-
lone, V. doesnotuze @ in represent-
ing either Fr. or Ger., at any rate, we
hav not found it in looking over his
exampls of Fr. and Ger. The final e in
liebe he givs as »; the obscure vowel in
Eng. betler or drama as a: but says that

2 is very nearly equal to a. His 2 has
to our eara faint e (as pel, quality (¢ in
some cases and speakere.) Languages
with accent hav necesarily an obscure
vowel. It is represenied by ¢ in our
words the, better, ete; by o in doctor,
editor, ete.; by a in drama idea, ete;
but ofn without sign when ocuring be-
fore the so calld liquids ¢, m, n, » 8sin
bottle, cri’icism, sceptre, ete. It is but
an escape of breth (unintended as it
wer) ocuring in changing position of
vocal aparatus from that for preceding
to that for folowing sound. During es-
cape, the vocal cords do not vibrate, ar
not tens, They ar more or les tens and
always vibrate with evry regular vowel
including that in but or burn. Vibra—
tion is esential to evry vocal note, A
blast from the organ belows givs no
note buta mere puf unles it set a reed
in vibratil motion. Inthe human or. .
gan, vocal cords corespond to the reed
of the organ pipe. Altho inclined to
question our author’s treatment of an-
other pair ot vowels, those in dawn and
don, space forbids discusing it. His far.
ther treatment of the vow:ls is com-
endab! in general, showing a masterly
gra-p of subject. The pamfletcontains
a comparison of vowel sounds with the
notes of music. The vowels uzed as
interjections, as the scale runs from be. .
low up, expres the diferent emotions
anger, surprise, wonder, sorrow, dis~
gust, inquiry, contempt, pun—so our
author claims. Mr R.'s residence on
the continent of Europs and his nolej
of languages entitle him to be herd m
this very important matr. We comend
thoro study of the subject and pamflet
to all interested in Fonics, Comparativ
Orthoepy, or in Alfabetics.

ELEMENTARBECH DES GESPROCHENBN EN-
GLISCHEN. Von Henry Sweet. Clar-
endon Pres. 1885,

This book Prof. Sweet hus ritn for
Germans to squire English Pronuncia-
tion. It is too abstruse goes too far
for popular use. 1t is valuabl to the si-
entific as & contribution to Orthoepy.
Coloquial pronunecistion is givn—delib-
erat pronunciation apears 1o be a betr
basis for purpoeses of Revision. Mz S,

profeses to represent London dialect.



