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evil to o Macdonald--nnd, noticing tho dish,
Donald Gorm, with his men about him sat at tho
fuot of the long table, beueath the salt, and away
from Macleod and the gentlemen, Seeing this,
Macleod made n placo besido himself, and called
ont, ¢ Macdonald of Sleat, como and sit up hero!’
¢Thank you, said Donald Gorm, ‘PIl remain
where I am; but remember that wherever Mac-
douald of Sleatsits, that's tho head of tho table.
8o when dinner was over thoe gentlemen began
to talk about their exploits in hunting, and their
sleeds in battle, and to show cachi other their dirks.
Macleod showed his, which was very handsome,
and it was passed down tho long tablo from gen-
tleman to geatleman, cach ons admicing it aud
handing it to tho next, tilt at last it camo to Mac-
donald, who passed it on, saying nothing. Mac-
leod noticed this, and called out ¢ Why don't you
show your dirk, Donald? I hear its very fino.
Macdonald then drew his dirk, and holding it up
in his righthand, called out, ¢ Hero itis, Macleod
of Dunvegan, and in the best }mml for pushing
it homo in the fuur aud twenfy islands of tho
Hebrides! Now Macleod was a strong man, but
Macdonald was a stronger, and so Maclcod could
not call him a liar; but thinking he would be
mentioned next, ho snid, ¢ And whero is tho next
best hand for pushing o dirk homo jn the four and
tn enty islands ? ¢ Here, cried Donald Gorm, Lold-
ing up his dirk in his left hand, and hrandishing it
in Macdonald's face, who gat amongst his gentle-
men, biting hislipswith vexation. Sowhenitcamo
to hed-tinie, Macleod told Macdonald that he had
propared a chamber for lumnnear hig own, and that
hohad placed fresh heather in n barn for the piper
and the body-guardoftivelve. Macdonald thanked
Macleod, but remembering the boar's hiead on the
table,said ho would go with his men,and that ho
preferred for his couch tho fresh heather to tho
down of tho swan. ¢ Pleaso yourself, Macdonald
of Sleat,’ said Macleod, as ho turned on his heol.

“ Now, it so happenod that one of tho body-
guard of twelve had o sweetheart sa tho castlo,
but hio had no opportunity of speaking to her.
But onco when she was passing tho table with &
dish sho put her mouth to tho man's car, and
whispered, ¢ Bid your master bewaro of Macleod.
Tho barn you sleep in will bo red flamo at mid-
night, and ashes before the morning.! The words
of tho swecthicart passed tho man’s car hke a
littlo breezo, but ho kept the colour of his fuce,
and looked agif he had heard nothing. So when
Macdonald and his mnen got into the barp, whero
tho fresh hicather had heen spread for them to
sleep on, ho told the wordswhichbad heen whis-
pered in his ear. Donald Gorm then saw the
trick that was being played, and led kis men
quietly out by the back door of tho barn, down to
a hollow rock which stood up against the wind,
and there they sheltered themselves.

“ By midnight thosea wasred with the reflection
of the burning barn, and morning broko on gray
ashes and smouldering embers. Tho Macleods
thought they had killed theirenemics ; but fancy
their astonishment when Donald Gorm, with his
body-guard ,of twelve, marched past tho castlo
down to the foot of the rock, where his barge was
moored, with his piper playing in front—* Mac-
Ieod, Macleod, Macleod of Dunvegan, I drovo my
dirk into your father’s heart, and in payment of
last night's hospitality, Tl drive it to the hilt in
his son’s yet!?

CHINESE THOUGHTS.

present our readers with a number of ex-

tracts from the writings of Mencius, s Chi-

nese 8ago, who standsnext to Confuciusin tho es-

timation of his countrymen. Some of them will

servo to illustrato hismeritsand at thesamo timo

tho highest reach of wisdom in tho thoughts of
tho Chinese.

As water subdues fire, the humane principle
subdues tho non-hamane. Bnt if a man throw
without cffect a cup of water to extinguish cha-
riots filled with barning wood, can hoe say, ¢ Water
will not subdus fire?” Tho humane must not
bring feebleness to the rescuc of those who ouffer.
Humanity must, therefore, not bo wealk, but ener-

getic. .
Goldis heavierthan feathers, Is & cartload

of feathers, thorofore, woigliticr than a button of
gold?

Secke and you will find; negleot anything, you
wiltloso overything; butwo must seck what is
to bo found within (our grasp), for we shall not
find whatwe seck if woseek what is beyond (our
reach).

If your lessons are listoned to, preservo your
serenity ; if theynro not listened to preserve your
serenity ,for it'you know your truthfulness, why
ghounld you not bo gereno ?

Ho who Iookgupon tho acoan thinks littlo of
streamsand rivers,  Ilo who hasg passad tho por-
talof tho aaints (who hns heeninstructed by tho
sages), will not velde highly the teachingy of ue-
dinary men. -

Tho vrimeyuinister of the kingdom of Sung con-
sulted Mencius, and told him thut being cunvinced
of tho oppressive characfer ofntax that bore hea-
vily upon tho people, ho thought ho should dimi-
nish it, and at tho cod of tho year nbolish it alto-
gother. Menclus answered, ¢ Thero was it nan
who tvas accustomerd to ﬁtcai evcry day tho poul-
try of his neigbbours, and wasg reproached for his
dishonesty. ¢Well, ho answered, ¢I will amend
little by little. 1 will only stealonefowl a month
for a ycar to come, and then I will abstain altuge-
ther! No,”said A’lcncius, “no, when you know
that what you do isunjust, ceasc at once todo it.
Why waita year 2

Men talk idly about empire, nation, fumily.
The foundation of tho cmpire is in the vation, of
tho nationin the family, of tho famly in the iu-
dividual; in fine, government is founded on the
pﬁoplc, tho people on the famuly, the fanuly on s
chief.

Vin a peoplo and the empireiswon; win their
hearts and their affectiong, and you win the peo-
ple; you win their licarts by meeting their wishies,
by providing for their wants, and impesing upon
them nothing that they dotest. -

As tho fish hurries away from the otter to the
protection of tho deep waters, as tho Little bird
flics tc tho thick forest from tho hawk, 80 do sub-
jects fly from wicked kings.

You cannot reason with the passionate, you
cannot act with the fecblo orthe capricious.

Suro and sincero truth i3 heaven's pathway ;
to meditato on truth in order to practico it is to
discover tho pathway and tho duty of man.

No man who has been consistently true and
sincero has failed to win the confidenco and fa-
vour of other men. No él:‘nn in whom truth and
sincem;; bave been woanting hasever lopg posses-
sed their confidenco and favour,

The benevolent man Yoves mankind ; the cour-
teous man respects them, 1o who loves men
willbe loved by them; ho who respects men will
We respectéd by them. .

If I am treated radely, Iet mo examine into the
causc, and if I cannnotdiscover any sortof impro-
pricty in my own conduct, Imay disregard the
rudencss, and consider him whodisplay3it as no
better than o brute, and whby should the conduct
of a bruto disturb me?

Mencius relates what follows, and it is cha-
racteristic of tho manners and customs of his
time,

Thero was a man of Tsi who had a legitimate
wifo and a concubinc, who dwelt together in his
house.

Whenever the husband weunt out hoe returned
gorged with wine and food, and when his wifo
inquired whero ho had been cating and drinking,
he answered, ¢ With thorich apd tho noble.”

The wifoesid to tho concubine, * Whenever
my husband goes oot bo roturns satiated with
wino and food. IfI ask bim with whom he cats
and drinks, ho answers, ¢ With the rich and the
noble) Now, never has ono illustrious person
visited our abode. I will secretly learn whero
be gocs.”

BSo she roso early, and followed her husband
to tho places ho visited. Ho passed through the
locality, but not a soul saluted or spoko to Lim.
Reaching tho western suburb among tho tombs,
wag ono who dovoared tho remains of tho ances-
tral sacrifices, but without boing satisfied. Ho
went to othor places and did the same, and thus
ho habitually gratificd bisappetito.

His lawful wifo returncd homo, -and said to
the concubing, ¢ Woplaced our future hopes in

our hushand, and lo! what aro we doing?® Sho
told tho concubine what she Wad seen, nud they
wept togetlier in the women's apartinent (over
thoe profligacy of the man). Ho returned—not
knowing what had taken placo—with & gay
conntenance, boasting of his guod fortane tu the
with nnd tho concubino.

Such aro tho means, says the sage, by
which many pursuo wealth and honour, profits
audadrancement.  How tew those are who biush
and moan fur this misconduct!

Hogmvo the fullowing descriptivn of one of
tho ancient governments of China (Khi):

The peoplo wero taxed to the nmonnt of oue-
ninth of theic earnings, the public fctionanes
were regularl y paid, the fronticrs wero well guar-
d 4 but no (impurt) duties wero levied,  Thers
was n) juterference with tho fisheries in the lukes
and ponds, critinals were not panished in the
presenee of their wives and cluldren.  Widowers,
widon ¢, und thoso who had lust their parents
wcre under tho special chargoof'thosias. Ami
ho quotes the verse from the buok of Udes:

Riches and power and blessiugs but to thoso

Whu soutlio tho widow’s and tho orphan’s wocs.
Upon whicl the king exelaimed, « What admira-
blo words”  And the sage replied, “ O King! if
you find them adwirable, why do you not prac-
tise them?? .

Somo Libour with {heir intelleet, some with
their hands,  Those who Libour with theic intel-
leet govern men, those who labour with their
handy are governed by men. Thoso who aro
governed by men produce the food of may, and
those who govern men have their food produced
by men. .

Not by superiority ofage or honour, not by tho
virfues aud power of your brother, is friendship
to ho secured.  Fricudship must bo allied with
virtue, Virtue i3 its only bond.

When the king of Tsi cousulted Mencius as to
tho mutual duties of princes and ministers, he
replied :

If the prince commit great faults, the minister
should remonstrato. If ho repeat them, if ho
turn a deat ear to these representations, the min-
ister should replaco him, and deprive bim of bis
power.

The king changed colour when hie heard theso
words, and Meaciusadded : # The hing 1aust not
deem my wordd extraordinary.  If the King in-
terrogate his subject, his subjeet dares say no-
thing which i3 opposed to right and truth.”

Ouco ko raid to tho prince: “If a man wero
commanded to carry off & great mountain and
fling it juto the sca, ho might well answer, ¢I
caunot do this,’ butif he wers told to tear away
the brauch of o young tree, aud replied, ¢ X can-
noty’ ho would exhibit indisposition, but not im-
potence. Nuw a mounarch who guverns amiss
should not compare himself to the man sho is
cxpected to thraw the bigmountain into the ocean,
but to one, who refuses to pluck the branch frum
the tree.”

If, says Mencius, in abundant ycars good
actions predominate, if in sterile years ovil actions,
it is not that man's naturo is different, but that
passion has attacked and submerged the heart
and led it away toovil.

When pulso and corn are as plentiful as fire
and water, what should prevent tho people from
being virtuous ?

While youlisten to a man’s word, watch the
movement of his eycs, and you will penetrate his
disguises.

Diffuse knowledge, interchange cu ployments,
so that the deficiencics of some may Lo filled up
by the superflaities of others.

Sacrifico not in an unclean vessel.

A Leggar will not valuowhat is trampled on.

The courago of the impetuous is far less vir-
tuous than the courage of the thoughtful.

Allmen havo in them the sentiments of com-
passion and sympathy. In a crowd that should
sco a child falling into a well, there would ot
be one who would not feel fear and pity.

Nothing is nobler than to afford to others tho
means of exercising their virtues.

Markets were cstablished to enable men to ex--
chango what they possessed for what they dud
not possess. o wag a wortbless man who first
levied taxes upon this interchange.



