
THE. TRADER. _________

aiy noted for the wvcaitix of their original thirty gold vessais wero sarved witli
and artistio occptions, united with the opice su n onfectionroy ; tho largost dielu
biglicot silli aud liarmony of execution, was estimato, nt about $2j000.
with Yhioh tbcy wrought pcrfeet worlcs Barlcpsolh rays that Eleotre Moritz
of art. Tho spirit of Aibrealit Durci CAUGoCI four hundrGd sud fîfty pouinds of
hovercd for nther century in their ilver to bc weighod out from bie treaeury,
midat, aud rny a oua ehowca himeel! te bo mautctured. into aishies, intenaea
worthy cf folloiving bis footstops. for tha marriago of bis son, the future

Weouzal Jamitzer was the chio! cf ail. Ring Augtiet cf Poiand, with a Princeoss
Hoe waa a oejeutifio goidemiCi, espeek cf Donmark.

ally famna for hie soveral inventions in Kiing sigismund. or Polana aua Bwe-
mathematical instrumenta, and their don, lin 1600, prosentcdt te bis bride a
uee; ho wroto soverai ecellent treatises dinner set cf pure ducat gold (22.8
on the subjeot; hoe was aise oe cf the karats); the coet cf tha manufacture
moat famous dlock makers cf bie times, atone cf the basin 'with 'water eau (for
constructiug novural coniplicatcd moe. wiisbiig the bande aftor mwal) was
monte, eto , aud other ivorks. valucd at $8,000. Tho attire cf the

Tue great p1odigality whioh a be- 'bridai, pair ropreseuted a vaine cf $700,-
corne uetomary among the nobles, aud 000; the king wore fine iimonds, esti-
ln different coutits, with regard te peneon- mated ut $I,000,000, in bis diadeni.
ni ornementation, sinco the doy of tho The citizens cf Paris preented te
cruades, pneeinimed tho bigli sclf.esti- Charles VI., aud bie young spouse,
motion entertained both by knighthood Ieabella cf Bavania, golden dishes ana
ana prineedoin, ana wbîeb aise paEsed vessels cf a weight of 450 marks, and te
over te the froc, weaithy eltizens cf the thei Dudhese cf Touraine a dinner set
countrY. " Goid wae the wvord, goid was 200 marks in weight. Se says Froissart.
deoired by ail." The goldsmnith ladt Berlepel relateà the almoet ineredible
good oustoniers, ana hie wvork 'vas the stony that towand tho end cf the lOth
reprosentation of the poriod. At first hoe century, thb prodigality in goid ana
laid more streso on thc eeiidity of bie ilver vessels was se great in Spain,
warcs, whilo grnduatly, whou the peoplo thnt a man callcdl himef poon if he didc'
becamo more refiucd, lio aise becamo net peasess nt est 800 dozen plates
mone ambitious, stiîuulated by the gncw- and 200 dishes cf the noble motels. IL
ing culture and neflued taste, cf predue. ie said that many bouseholds badl as
ing tho mos! admirable masterpicces. mnny as 1,200 dozen cf beavy plates and
Table service proeiaimed the weaitb cf a 1,000 diehes. The treasurce cf the
fanxily, together vith gigantio beakers ,rcentiy discovared Americs was assimil-
and drinking cups, and overload cf orua- Iated in tbis manner in Buropean luxnry.
nxentation iu attire, neçkincos, rings, Accerding te Uhec chronicies cf Sevilia,
epangles ; the knights wone euased in the Spaniards brougît 1,880,000,000
gold sud silver armons, beautifuiy en- ounces cf gold into Spain betwveen tho
graven with tIa most delicato interliacngs years 1519 and 1617.
cf arabesques, or iniaid witih gold. This l3cside goidsînitbing, aise the wonking
prodigality in dishes and personai orna- in tin attaiued ite perfection in thoso
monts was ftully sustained by the suniptu- wealthy imes ;a goidszuith, Jean Davet,
ousuciss in cating aud drinking. of Langres, aise cailed Danot, or the

W.hen Duke Charles the ]3oid, cf Bur- Mast,-r cf Uic Unicorn, front hib stamp,
gundy, in 1478, travclled te thc diot nt flourished u an engraver of tinwaro.
Trer, bis suite consistedl cf 5,000 voit But as an offset te Uie luxury cf western
rimored sud mounted nmen. Ho lim. Europe, ail thc art purauits huad retro-
self vas drcssed iu a gold dres, stndded grossed se far in Eugland LIaI LIe barons
with pearis, eotimated nt $200,000. Ho oa net ever tinware upen thib tables,
invitod the Emperor, Charles V., Le SI. but drank out cf wood or leather vessais,
Maximin, and Hans Sache, the chronic. whoecfere iL vas said in irony, tha « "the
lct cf tha festivity, sys tIant thLe dinner Engiieli get drunk ont cf thoir boot
entertaiiment, ail thc dishes wcneocf sîsfts."
silver, and tIc beakers and cupe wero re- The gaideuxiths cf western Europe,
splondcnt with jeweis and pearîs. Four above ail, the French, sougît te cern-
courses wcro scrved, tha finit cf wbich minglo with Lils tasto for iuxury in dishos,
cousistodl of Iourteon, the second twelvo, an excessive indecenoy, sud comxbinaid
the thira ton costly covens for thc four Lb, 1 beir productions witiî voluptuous rtpre-

entations, especialiy Lhiu large drink.
ing oupe and gobiots. Truly wonderful
wenl<s of thIb lac!-;ious tasto eoula be
found in tha court oiroles cf tho middis
agos. Only te give eue instance, Phiipp
thc Good, cf flurguudy, coseid a femalo
statuto cf gola te bo maîle, froin, whoso
breagts ised the winc nt table, aud a
young girl cf enamoiled gold, ln uearly
the posture cf the Venus cf Lha Capitol,
a fountain ei the puzeet wino, cauglit ini
a traneparexý yase,,ispuod frem under ber
modestly foidàà xaude.' ber show and
drinkiug vessais were. more ingeniaus
and.cxtietic. A. bell figure, for inatanze,
Ield a soaller bunker at a poise, revolv.
ing around its axis if iL wns tipped over
to drink therefroin. Elsie iL ceni2sted cf
a fémale silver figure, vichiy cuameled
with lower dress seam, jacket sud Iead-
drase git; sIc hlid, raied abovo ber
Lead, the drinking cup. A similar
beakeïr cf Wurzburg proedary contaiued
Lidcn wheei,, te lie wound .up wxîh
eleok movemont; the lady rnoved frein
place te place, wben set upon tic tabla.

Finally, thc extreme vas met. Tho
Emparer and thc country, the individuel
princes, knigîts, nobles and oity geven.
meute, ail reeolved te counteràet this
seuseiess dissipation and luxury with
strict laws. Tho nobles Lad generaily
become împoverished thereby, sud thsy
rezo1ved iu 1479, ut LIe -28th great tour-
nûmnent heid nt Wiurzburg, te aopt a
sumptuary law, by which ail gold orna-
ment. both in attire sud armer, was pro-
hibited; neier the womeu were except-
cd. Charces v. issued a lsw in 1580,
under beavy pains ana punisxments,
with provision forbidding tIc country
people for wearing any jewelny whatevcr;
tIc citizen migît wear a gold ring, with-
ont joniel, of the 'vûIUe ci five oi six
florins (85 cents apiece)-aud their
vives, a, girdie up to Les flarins; mer-
chants' wivcs eue of 20 florins; their
daughters ana umanried ladies, a hesd-
dresi, ut 10 florins; nit uity ceuncilors
aud particin could sport a ring cf 60
florins; nobleman ceuid adoru themselvca
with a chain, of 200 florins, and ruai
kuights, up te 400. (Jountc aud gentle-
men uighl expend 600 florins therefor,
sna their spouse as muai as 600. The
goidemitîs aIso were prohibited frein
-enxpleying tIe noble matais usaeliy fer
articles cf crnameontation, non could they
oeil valuable articles t, -persona cf low
aegree.

0f course, these stingent iaws foui


