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THE ECCLESIASTICAL GAZETTE.

I .
ofter my third visit. During these threo visits X, Ligh stato of morality, to tho presery .tion of law ; my surpriscd lcok; ¢ you sco we wero so ofton

havo pnesod tho greater part of a year among: and order, and to the comfort and welfare of the '

thoso strange and grently underrated peoplo. 1°
havo eounded the most intelligent of them over and
over agaln upon tho aubject of religion, and it is
my firm conviction that the utinost caution and
circumspeetion wiil be requisite to avoltl nlarming
their suspicions. Lot me relnto exteacts from
eeveral of tho conversations which I had with
them on this sulject.  You will observe how;
wurily I approached it ;e |

s Whero does the nionoy como from to build,
these magnificent tomples?t” 1 asked; **I soldom
sec any but tho pricsts and a fow old women at
worship—men do not provide monoy without an
object.”

“Thoy arc built,” the intorpreter replied,
¢ with funds begged by tho priests, Whona now
templo is desired, tho pricats go around to every
ons, and are scldom turned away ompty-handed.”

¢ But what is the use of building them,” I
asked, ¢ when so few use thom as places of wor-
ship? Tho monoy thus spent might botter be
oemployed in planting rico.”

« Teue,” ho replicd s * but they aro ofion used
as quarters for persons of rank when travelling.
Your Consul-Goncral at 8imoda, for cxample,

poor.”

intorrupted on shipboard, nnd there was so much
noiso, that Yashero yesterdny proposed that wo

“Then why is it,” ho nsked, “why is it that in j should como on shore to this rooin. So hero wo
your country people dic of hunger in summer, and | are.  They bavo nsked me to meet them lero

of hunge. and cold in winter?  If your religinn
is better than ours, why docs it not feed and
clothe thoso unfortunates as thnt of Nipon feeds
and clothes its unfortunates? I it is conducive
to lnw and order, why do I read in your Dutch
books of so much crime and of go many punish-
ments? If it is productive of n hifh tdto of
monlity, why do your merchants swindle us?”
* Nov, what could X sny in answer to.nll this?”
.coutinucd the Doctor. €T could only poin! lo
.tho purity of life inculcated by onr religion,
and to the impurity of lifo advocated'by thoirs.”
In epeaking of our ¢ mild old chapldin,” the
Doctor referred to the Rev. Henry Wood, of New
Hampshire, at Jnrcacnt o chaplain in-tho United
+ States’ navy and attached to thisship.  And now,
beforo relating another conversation which I had
with n second interpreter on this subject, I wish
'to show lhiow ho overcamo tho ‘“mistrust” and
ssfears’ of which tho Doctor spoke, and finally
succeeded in working bimaolfinto their confidence,
'and indeed into their affections. I doubt 1f there

lives in one of them.  lHow unfortunate it would
havo been if thero had not been atemple at Sitnoda
when ho arrived.  How could he havo been pro
vided with quarters suitablo to his rank 1"
¢ [a our country,” Ireplied, * wo build large
houses expressly for the accommodation of stran-
gers.  Wo build temples also, which wo cnlll
churches, but they are sacred to the worship of |
our God.” .
¢ Which Gad®  Tell evinetning of your’
God."
+Wo have but one God——the Father of every
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thing that is good, and the Master of all thatisi visions, or something of that sort, for the use of
Wo beliovo that no avil powor can trouble; the ship, and they were invariably invited below'

evil.
us withont the consent of the Master; and He
tella ua to ask llim daily to protect us from its
influcnces. 110 tells us also to love each other, |
to return gooed for evil, and to hato the dovil,
who is the futher of all ovil. In Japan you wor-
ship tho dosil, supplicating him who is your enemy
to sparo you. We, on tho contrary, go directly
to his Master, nnd 8ay, protect us from thy slave,
who Is scoking to destroy us. Which course,
now, is tho most sensible of tho two t*

s Yours is tho best for America, and ours for
Nipon,” ho replied. * You know, n great many

yeors ago, tho Christians camo to Nipon, Japan, ’

and after that we had rebeliion and much blood
shod. Nipou is better as it is. What do you
want with religion? Nipou is very well now.”

¢ 1 was ounly asking you bLow you built your
tomples,” I replied carelessly, and changed the
subject,

Threo or four days later I was taking lunch
with Dr. Pompo Van Mecrdervoot, the Dutch
pbysician, of Desima (we were at Nagasaki
during this time,) and mentioned the result of my
conversation with the interpreter.  * They nre
morbidly suspicious upon thoe subject of religion,”
he otserved. ¢ There are wmany who thipk that
Commodore Perry’s sole object in coming here!
was to pavo the way for thoe re-introduction of
that faith which was exterminated in 1816. 1
have observed that when your mild old chaplain
comes on shore for a walk, thoy cast glances of
mistrust, perhaps of foar, at him. I was speak-!
ing only o few days sinco to ono of tho most,
intelligent of my pupils (the Doctor has o class
of somo fifty medical students, from tho best
familics in Jeddo, to whom he lectures daily) in
rogard to ourreligion and theirs, and I must ¢on-
foas that he got the better of me.

“Qur religion,” I observed, “conduces to a

“drawing; and if you will ste

is any man who has the interests of ¢ tho religion’

" of Christ Jesus and Him crucified” mnore at heart
than this gentleman; and during our threo

months’ stay at Nagasaki he devoted himsolf with 0

untiring onergy to the task of preparing a ground-
work vpon which future brother-labourers might
stand while spreading their nets.  Now let us sce
how he commenced.

Every day ono or nore of the interpreters Sol‘
whom there were six or eight set apart by the
government to master the English language) came
‘on bonrd in charge of wood, water, fresh pro-

by any of the officers who hinppened to bo on
board. Somectines wo talked upon ono subjeet,
sometimes upon another—rautually secking infor-
mation at cach other's hands.
Wood brought out a little book, & common primer,
with o cat, or dog, or o, or lior, on eech page,
and with the name underneath it in large print,
“lere,” he said, “you arc asking abont
animals, Ilcre you can recogoizo them by the
to my room I will
teacl: you liow to pronounce tﬁcir nawmes."”
““Ah! yes,” thoy exclnimed, * you very kind.
Now not time—to-morrow.”
¢ Very well,” he replied, “you'll come to-
morrow ?’’
“Yeos, wo thank.”
Aud the next day they did come. And as 1
passed by tho littlo state-room an lhour later, I
heard, ¢ Ba, be, b, bo, bu,” sounding just as

growa people” in my own country. Thus com-
monced the first minister of the Qospel to en-
lighten Japan,

The day following this I was walking on the
quarter-deck, and noticed a small corner of it
screcned off. It secms that the Japaneso had
suffered from tho heat of tho confined stato-room
on the previous day, and that Mr. Wood had
obtained permission to scrcen a space on the
quarter-deck for his school-room. A week later,
whilo on shore, I intruded suddenly (as had been
my custom) into the reception-room of my fricnd
Yasbero, tho interpreter, when, to my unbounded
surprige and gratification, I saw Mr. Wood seated
at 0 low table, with five of the cight interpreters
gathered sround him. Just as 1 interrupted
them, Yashero, was spelling ¢ Bs-ker, baker.”
They wero evidently making great headway.

Tou see,” said Mr. Wood quictly, fn reply to

Ono day Mr.|

natural as if comivg from n ““ country school for |

every morning at ten o'cleck, nnd I must tey to
do s0.”
i % Yes itis better than ship,” joiued in Yashero.

“They are the mast apt scholars that it has
ever been my fortuno to mect with,” continucd
;M. Wood; *but there is one stone over which
:they all stumble. Tloy cannot, to save them,
‘pronounco the letter L, they iuvariably get it R
ll’rouounco the word ¢lead,* Yashero, ‘red.'

' 4 No, not red, but lead.”

‘ ¢ Cannot,” objected my friend, with a depro-
I catovy-shinke af tho head.

| *That's strango ¢nough,” T observed ; *“more
ospecially when wo refliect that the Chineae, from
whorn we are told these people are descended, hiavo
a failing in exactly the opposite dircotion. Don't
{_you remember the boatmen of Hong Kong, who
'olways tried to get double fare by saying * Mo
velly poman!  You velly litch man 2'"

“ OF course I do; and it is strange.”

*Well, that being tho case, T won't interrupt
;you any longer. Good morning, Yashero. Pro-
nounce ¢lead,’ old fellow.”

i % Cannot, my fricnd,” accompanied by another
| depreeatory shake of tho head.

Months passed, and the day arrived which was
tito sco us leave our quict anchorage. I was
wordered to call upon the Governor before sailing,
. with the usual compliments of the flag-officer.
i To make myscll understood, it was necessary firat
i to call upon Yashero, and carry him along as
vioterproter. I found him seated upon his kneos,
calves, and heels, studying out a few =siwple
cxorcises preparatory to the arrival of Mr, Wood.

*Como on Yashero,” I said. ¢¢Pick up your
+ two swords and como along. I am going to call
-on the Governor from the Commodore. You
i qan’t go to sohool to-day, old fellow.”

L Why will you speak Qevernor ?”
{ #The Comuodore will say good-bye, and hope
| that ho shall live a thousand years.”
“Ab! I am ready.”
Y Ho hoisted hislargo paper umbrella to protect
rus from the sun; I took his arm, and the noxt
jimoment we were following tho long, straight
.street which passed within a few hundred yards
of the Governor's palaco,

“ You are sorry to como away from school,
Yashero? You like Mr., Wood ?”
lh' “ gh! Mr. Wood very good. Japancse all like

m.

, “Ts he a good teacher? Does he teach you
Tyrell 2

[I am here giving the precise words of Yashero,
as well a3 I can recall them.]
| “Oh! very well. Interpreter rike (like) Mr.
' Wood stop at Nagasaki. Vice-Governor rike Mr.
Wood stop.”

s Ah yes,” I returned, ¢ but Mr. Wood cannot
stop, as you express it. Ho is sent to our ship
i by the Goverament to make the sailors good ; and
| wo are all so bad that ho must talk all the time.
11 tell you what it is, though, Yashero; if the
Japauese want Americaus to comeand teach them
our language, there arc a great many more just
like Mr. Wood in the United States, who would
‘bo glad to come. They would teach you, and
you in roturn could teach them. Wo must learn
‘each other’s language now, you know, since wo
are going to buy and sell.”

4 Ah, yes.”

tCome now, Yashoro, you and I are fricnds.
I want to talk something iuside to you. [It’ o
Japanese is telling you something which ho wishes




