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Church. It is melancholy to reflect that in this
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THE ECCLUSIASTICAL GAZETTLE.
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g3 tho fervent hopo and prayer that the

re
large and populous city this is tho only school ' flor\l of all .power and mercy way abyundantly
for assisting in the clementary instruction of ' bleas this and every underfaking for the enlarge-
tho poor where religion occupiesits proper place, 'ment of His Kingdom and the promotion of Ilis
where tho mind is trained and character formed, ! glory, and that e will be pleased to impart to
and tho soul discipliued in citizenship for this . lis peoplo here and everywhero nn increase of
Jifo anul for tho promised inheritance of a better. ' faith and fear, and love, that thoy *¢ plenteously
The daily average ottendunce of boys is about ! bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of

goventy, aud of girls sixty: n public examination
of the pupils took place immediately before the
Christmas vacation, which was attended by
several members of the Cathedral congregation,
and the manner ia shich the children acgnitted
themselves was bighly satisfactory, and reflected
much credit on the master and mistress: prizee
were bestowed upon the must deserving of the
pupils by the Lord Bishop, who was present
during tho whole cxamination and took a lively
interast in tho proceedings.

Tho necessity for making a more adequato
provision fi = the proper maintenance of these
schools mduced the rector to mako an appeal to
the congregation for a stated annaal subscrip-
tion in aid of their funds. Two zealous ladies
of the congregation cheerfully undertovk the
task of personally bringing this appeal before
each pew-holder and regular attendant at the
Cathedral, and a gratifying measure of success
attended their cxertions, The amount sub
scribed for this important oljcet amounts to
£126 95, Td., ns will be seen by the return
furmshed in the appendix to this report marked
B. Your commmittec feel deeply sensiblo of the
obligations they ave under to these ladies, and
for their truly valunblo services they desire to
tender thetr gratetal acknowledgments.  Their
thanks are also due to the congregation at large
for having so liberally responded to the call, and
who have thus proved by their generous dona.
tions that they are fully alive to the greatim-
portance of securing for their poorer brethren
tho inestimable advantages of a religious and
scriptural cducation.

The Sundny Schools continue to be well at-
cnded, and the closses efficiently taught by the
~raiseworthy exertions of tho voluntary teach-
ers, The giris’ School takes the lead in num
bers, ag it has always done, under the direction
of its indefatigablc superintendent DMrs. 8.
Ridout. Contributions are weekly offered by
the teachers and pupils, towards the library
attached to the School, which continues to bo an
object of great interest with thqchildren; and &
Missionary box has recently been piaced on the

table, from the proceeds of which the sum of i

£1 168, has this year been remitted to aid the
funds of the Church Missionary Society.

Tho Parochial Library has been enriched by
the addition of a few valuablo works purchased
by the grant made last year from your funds,
aided by o donation of books from Mrs, 8.
Ridout and Mrs. Jobn Ridout. It is hoped that
as the congregation becomes better acquainted
with the advantages this Library affords, its
importacce as an auxiliary for diffusing scrip-
tural and useful information will be more gen-
enally acknowledged and appreciated.

Some delay bas unavoidably occurred in col-
lecting the subscriptions for tho present year.
The Collector’s veturn exhibits a total of
£124 17s. 6d., (sce uppendix A.), but his work
is not vet completed, and when the whole is
gathered in, it is believed that the amount will
compare favourably with formor years. Your
committee recommend that after the payment of
the usual proportion to the Parent Society, the
balance applicable under the constitution of the
Church Society to Parochial purposes may he
distributed 1n the same manuer as before, to aid
the Parochial and Sunday Schools, and the
Parish Library.

In conclusion, your committec desire to ex-

N

{ him be plenteously rowarded, through tho merity

|of our Lord and Savionr Jusus Christ,”
' Toronto, June, 1856,
\ NESOLUTINNS,
1 It was then Resvlved, That the Report Lo
1adopted and published, together with the pro-
1ceedings of the mecting, and that 350 copies of
y the Report be printed for circulation.

That the sum of £10 beappropriated towards

the Parochial Library.
i That tho sum of £5 be appropriated towarils
ythe Sunday School fund.
i That tho balauce in' the Treasurer’s hands be
tappropriated towards the salaries of tho Master
and Mistress of tho Parochial School, attached
to the Parish Church., =

And that the Committeo for the ensuing year
jdo consist of, Mcssrs 1. W. Birchall, £. I'ater-
1son, E. i, Rutherford, W, L. Perrin, 1{. Morti-
{ mer, E. Goldsmith, J. 11, Bichiey, A. K. Buomer,
G. B. Wytho, H. Thompson, F. W. Jarvis and
1. E. Beanett.

And that Charles Magrath, Bsqg., be Secre.

tary, anu Thomas 8, Shortt, Buq., Treasurer.

(For the Church,)

ST. THOMAS' CHURCH, BELLEN ILLE.

Tt affords us much pleasure to insert the
following interesting account of the cere-
mony of laying the curner-stone of this
church ; and we congratulate our brethren
in that prosperous neighbourhond on the
auspicious commencement of a much
nceded, and too lung deferred undertaking
1 The site of the new church iy one of the
"most commanding in the diocese, and as
1its supporters are numerous, wealthy and
zcalous, we shall anticipate a structure
every way worthy of the sacred uses for
which it is dasigned, and that it will prove
an ornament to that incipient city. We
trust it will be on a scale sufficiently ample
to afford accommodation to the large num.
bers of our communion, who, in towns
similosly situated require free seats.

We commend to the special notice of
our readers, the impressive address of the
“beloved Physician,” upon whom de.
volved the interesting duty of laying the
corney stone,

A more appropriate selection could not
have been made. His address wasbut an
*epitomie of the principles that have guided
his long, consistent and uscful life; nearly
forty years of which have been spentin the
Bay of Quinte to the lasting benefit of that
| cormmunity, and particularly to the advant-
age of the church which owes o deep a
debt of gratitude to the name of ¢ Ridley.”
Sincerely do we unite in the fervent prayer,
- *hat the day may be distant svhen he shall
{ oe removed from a sphere in which he has
long heen so bright an ornament and so
greata blessing:—
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Amidst many discourngments and deawbacks,
sthich tho cause of religion hias experienced, and
does still experience, thero is one cheering sign,
that cannotbut encourage theworld to persovere,
and this is the cvident nnd increasing npprecin-
tion of reality and earnestness of purpose. A
real work will bo recognized and appreciated
cven by thoso of a different school.  So atall
cvents think we. Ierhaps wo are too much
iuclined in gencral to cxaggerate our differences;
wo start with minds warped to one particular
fdea or shado of color, and seck to force all
other ideas or view into accordauco with our
jown.  Ienco we aro tuo often led to judge the
1good works of ifferent Ludies, Ly our own
pmpoerfect - line and plammet.” 1t can then,
be notlung bute the truth, which can permit men
to break through this jealous barrier. Itisa
great blessing wheiover and whenever wo wit-
ness thie,  Split up, as roligion and the state
aro into parties, each rovolving on its own axis,
we cannot look for any rewedy for our wounds,
fexcept by dving away with all obstinnto preju-
,dlccs. by secking for what is good and what is
truo oven amongst tho.o who differ from us, in-
1stead of always picking out tho slitary point
‘wluch divides us,  We are suro that these fow
wholesomo thouglits and considerations, or
|thoughts and considerations to the samo oftect,
furced themselves on all who were present at
tho laying of the corncr stone of St. Thomas’
Church, on Wednesday last.  And it was a fit-
ting and o most suitable occasion fur gathering
together the Episcopalian clergy of tho county
and neighbourhood, It wns an cvent! Tho
nced of such anundertaking must have suggested
itself long sinco to tho members of the cungro-
gation, and we were mere than delighted with
the wholo ceremony, We feel that wo have no
apology to offer, for occupyiug the spase wo do
with recording this ev at, but wo should deem
ourgelves culpable inueed, were wo meroly to
take a passing notico of the cvent.

Servico commenced in the old church, at the
usual Lour; the clergy present were:—

Rer. W. Macaulay, of Picton; Res. James
Padfield, of Murray ; Rev. R. G. Cux, of lillier;
Rev. WV, Bleasdell, A.M., of Trenton; Rov. W.
B. Lauder, A. M., of Nnpauco; Rev. G. A.
Anderson, of Tyendinaga; Rev. T, 8. J, Groves,
of Sturling : Rev. T. Bousficld, of Northport, and
tho Rev. J. Grier, A.M.,, Rector of the parish of
Belltville.

Tho morning prayer was read by the Rev. J.
Grier, and the lessons and the Litany, by the
Rev, J. Padficld.  Thoe sermon was preached by
the Rev. W? Macaulay, from tho text, 11 verso,
6 chap. Ezra, “And thus they returned us an-
swer, saying, We are the scrvants of the God of
heaven and carth, and built the house that was
builded there many years, which a great king
of Isrnel builded and sct up.” And a most
solemn, impressive and appropriate discourse it
was. It was listened to with the greatest de-
light and attention. While the ofiertory servico
was being read by the Rector of the parish, a
collection amounting to about £14, inaid of the
funds, was taken up.

The congregstion then procceded to the spot
where the corner stone was suspended, and
gathered round the same, leaving room for the
clergy and building committee to gather imme-
diately around the spot, with Dr. Ridley, upon
whbom the choice had fallen to lay the corner
stone. The service was read by the Rov. Mr,
Lauder of Napanee, and a beautiful prayer for
union and concord, peace, faith and charity, was
read by the Rev. My, Cox. After which the
ceremony of laying the stone commenced, during
which, portions of the$7th and 127th Psalms and
of the 4th chap. of Zech. wercread. Dr. Ridley
placed in a cavity for the purpose, a box six




